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NEWS SUMMARY 


PRIVATE PRACTICE musi be sustained . . . or we shall reach 
a point where all architecture and building will be nationalised, 
said Mr. Aslin in his RIBA inaugural address. p. 769 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIA- 
TION has drawn attention to the “ determined effort™ by 
public authority accountants to knock away the main prop to 
the architect's authority by undermining his responsibility 
in contract. matters. p. 765 


THE JOINT CONTRACTS TRIBUNAL has given notice of a 
general revision of the RIBA Standard Form of Contract. p. 766 


SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD has been 


appointed architect for 
the new 


Arts Faculty Building of Exeter University. p. 773 
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION has turned down a isumber 
of requests from the County Councils’ Association for increased 
financial help in the provision of new school places. p. 774 
THE GOVERNMENT'S NEW POLICY in regard to housing 
subsidies, school and hospital building and rents has been 


outlined in Parliament by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and the Minister of Housing. p. 776 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE NFBTE has warned emplo: ers of 
the dangers of encouraging a wages * free-for- -all” in. which 


no account ts taken of clients’ ability to finance new work. p. 779 
SITES FOR SIX MORE ATOMIC POWER STATIGNS have 
heen selected hy the Central Electricity Authority. p. 784 


SFREEF, 


ALDWYCH, 


Bar 6251-2-3-4 


LONDON, WC2 


THE NEW SUBSIDY PROPOSALS 


"T'HE Government has dealt with the problem of the 

housing subsidies courageously and, on the whole. 
wisely. Although there has been some criticism, expectedly 
violent, the Government’s proposals should be 
generally welcomed as a real effort to put the housing 
subsidies on a sounder basis. As we urged in these 
columns a few weeks ago, the time has come to stop the 
indiscriminate outpouring of subsidies and to apply them 
so that help is given where it is genuinely needed. The 
Government might have gone further in this direction by 
proposing an entirely new system under which the subsi- 
dies would be definitely related to tenants’ incomes. That 
has not been done, but the Government’s proposals will 
at least serve the double purpose of checking the alarming 
increase in the amount of the subsidies and of indirectly 
compelling local authorities to distribute the avaiiable sub- 
sidies on a differential basis. 

The new proposals—set out in more detail on another 
page—are complex. Hitherto, a standard Exchequer sub- 
sidy (currently, about £22 a year for each house) has been 
paid on every Council house built since the war and, of 
course, many pre-war houses also have the benefit of a 
subsidy. In addition, there have been special subsidies 
for flats built on expensive sites and for houses built in 
areas liable to subsidence. Further, the local authority 
has been required to add a subsidy from the general rates: 
the current minimum is about £7 a year for each house. 
and local authorities have been free to add more if they 
wished. Under the new arrangements, the Exchequer sub- 
sidy will be paid as before on houses already built or for 
which tenders have been accepted. Moreover, the Ex- 
chequer subsidy will be payable as before on houses built 
for slum clearance and in new towns: indeed, the latter 
will get a slight increase. But (after a transitional period 
of about a year during which a much reduced subsidy 
will be paid) no Exchequer contribution will be paid in 
respect of council houses built in future for general needs. 
The special subsidies for fiats on expensive sites and for 
houses in subsidence area will continue to be paid on all 
houses. 

The local authority subsidy out of the general rates has 
been dealt with differently. The obligation to pay a statu- 
tory minimum will disappear in respect of existing houses 
as well as in respect of those to be built in the future. 
This will free authorities to add whatever subsidy they 
think fit from the rates. 

The subsidies will continue to be paid into the Hous- 
ing Revenue Account maintained by each authority, and 
the Government hope that each authority will regard the 
Account as a common pooi so that the subsidy may be 
distributed amongst tenants of whatever class of council 
house according to their financial position. The Gevern- 
ment do not anticipate that there will be many cases where 
an authority, after pooling the subsidies payable on its ex- 
isting houses and charging reasonable rents, will financially 
be unable to continue the building of such houses as may 
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still be needed. Where an authority does find itself in diffi- 
culty, the Minister will be prepared to use his discretionary 
The Minister may 
have to use this power rather more than he expects; there 
are quite a few rural districts—notably in Wales 
very few houses were built during the inter-war years, so 
that there is not the usual stock of houses already attracting 


power to grant additional subsidies. 


subsidy. 


In contrast, some urban authorities will hardly be 
affected at all, since most of their housebuilding for some 
years ahead can be related to slum clearance, and they will 
continue to receive subsidy for high flats. 
ance of the subsidy for high flats is perhaps the weakest 
feature of the Government’s new scheme. 
desirable to have a special subsidy for the acquisition of 
expensive sites, but in its present form the subsidy en- 
courages the building of multi-storey blocks. Most people 
do not prefer to live in such blocks, and as a means of 
saving land they are a dubious economy: the present subsi- 
dies are so high that as one writer recently said “* It would 
be cheaper to go out and reclaim the Wash.” 


It seems inevitable that many tenants of Council houses 
But the rents of many tenants 
have been too highly subsidised for too long, and the Gov- 
ernment are to be congratulated on at last tackling the 
They declared themselves as promising to deal 
with the related problem of the rents of privately-owned 
a subject on which we hope to comment on a 


will have to pay more rent. 


problem. 


houses 
future occasion. 


PORTUGUESE ART.— Part of the St. Vincent Polyptych, by 
Nuno Goncalves, on view at the Portuguese Exhibition at Burlington 


House. 


THE BUILDER 


where 


The mainten- 


It is obviously 


Portuguese Art, 800-1800 


ROYAL ACADEMY EXHIBITION 


HIS is, of course, a major event, 

comparable with the Chinese, 
Flemish, Italian and other national sur- 
veys at Burlington House. It is, moreover, 
unique in that it has never before been 
possible—even in Portugal, we are 
assured—to assemble its like in one 
place. As the PRA also tells us in the 
Preface to the catalogue, we are indebted 
to the Portuguese Government for 
defraying the major expense of a gesture 
unusually generous, even from our 
“oldest ally,” writes Basil Marriott. 


Few, therefore, will need urging to 
visit the exhibition: but there is an 
additional reason. Many, | think, will 


share my own curiosity (and even, per- 
haps, ignorance) about precisely what 
distinguishes the art of Portugal from 
that of, say, Spain ; and whether distinc- 
tion is identifiable over the whole range 
and period represented by such an 


assembly. 
To say that this covers not only paint- 
ing and sculpture, architecture and 


furniture, but also silversmithing, cera- 
mics and textiles is insufficient to convey 
the. variety, in which a State coach may 
be found virtually cheek-by-jowl with a 
bedspread. Moreover, though (in the 
order of the Galleries occupied) the 
chronological progression is (1) 9th-14th 
centuries, (2) fifteenth century, (3) six- 
teenth century: Manueline, (4) ditto: 
Renaissance, (5) seventeenth century, 
(6) eighteenth century, the Central Hall 


contains further seventeenth, eighteenth 
and early nineteenth century examples, 
while “Portugal in the Orient,” with 
Manuscripts, have the large South Room 
to themselves, and Architectural Photo- 
graphs are in the small South Room. 
This is rather tucked away—a_ pity 
from the point of view of the readers 
of this note, who will probably be drawn 
there first. Apart from her Baroque 
architecture’s being cne of Portugal's 
major contributions, a stronger repre- 
sentation here would have _ provided 
valuable context and background. 
ORIENTAL INFLUENCES 
Oriental contacts and _ inter-cultural 
exchanges by a proverbially colonising 
and trading race are among the more 
obvious influences; but there are, one 
suspects, subtler and more indigenous 
factors at work in, say, the ** Manueline 
styie” than even the great Voyages of 
Discovery can account for. They are 
probably a matter of national tempera- 
ment: this appears to be calmer and 
more introvert and, in the religious art, 
less anguished than that of Spain. There 
is also the comparative rejection of the 
Gothic and, later, the notable contain- 
ment cf Baroque exuberances within 
the “ classical * framework they decorate. 
To what extent this is welcome to those 
who look to it for focal points of rich 
decoration in otherwise plain surfaces is 
problematical; nor has it apparently 
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altogether avoided the errors of profusion 
rather than quality in ornament, judged 
by the several architectonic components 
in the round, such as doorways and altar- 
pieces, though context is lacking. 


Like Spain, however, Portugal has 
clearly benefited from infusions of Indian 
blood—though the Indians were, of 
course, of a very different colour, and the 
blood thinner to the point of anaemia. 
Among interesting examples of this are 
a pair of Holbeinesque portraits by an 
unknown mid-sixteenth-century — Indo- 
Portuguese artist, and some of the fur- 


niture, re-importations of — western 
concepts, shows an endearingly naive 


adaptation. The painting concedes some 
strong Dutch and Flemish and _ other 
influences, but begins nationally to 
emerge, and is dominated by Nuno 
Goncalves (part of whose St. Vincent 
Polyptych is illustrated here). Elsewhere 
there is evidence that Portuguese painting 
of the fifteenth-sixteenth centuries ma) 
have been underrated by art-historians. 

Abruptly to conclude on that note, the 
Exhibition, magnificent as it Is, epilo- 
mises the difference between connoisseul- 
ship and taste. With all possible credil 
to Professor Reynaldo dos Santos [or 
his one-man pianning, selection and 
arrangement, the result falls into the 
former category. For the inexpert, there 
is perhaps a little too much of everyting. 
both quantitatively and qualitatively. But 
for the visitor who has the time, and the 
will, to extricate his personal interests 
and preferences from the embarras de 
richesse, a visit to Burlington House will 
be rewarding. 
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Notes of the Week 


GOOD SENSE AT THE AA 
IF Mr. Bryan Westwood’s oratorical 
powers do not as yet quite reach the 
level of his other talents, he certainly has 
something to say, aS an appreciative 
audience at the Architectural Association 
last week scon discovered. His presiden- 
tial address in content was one of the 
best for some years and covered a wide 
range of subjects, aesthetic and practical. 
The question of architectural education 
clearly interests him, and particularly the 
benefits which could come to architecture 
and to architects through working, and 
learning, together with other professions. 
The question really is how much longer 
the structural engineer will be content 
to play second fiddle to the architect, who 
is still relying to a large extent on the 
mystical associations of “ architecture,” 
now wearing a bit thin. These words 
are not Westwood’s but we think they 
do net unfairly represent what is in his 
mind, and he, as President of the AA, 
deserves congratulation on his courage in 
turning the spotlight on to the subject, one 
to which engineers (and not only Nervi) 
are not shy of alluding but one which 
(except on rare occasions) does not poke 
its ghostly head cut of the cupboard at 
architects’ conferences. It is a problem 
which must be faced resolutely, and soon, 
by our educationists. 

The President also earned another 
good mark by his firm championship of 
the architect’s right to sign the final 
certificate, a right increasingly and quite 
improperly being usurped by many muni- 
cipal treasurers’ departments. As Mr. 
Westwood roundly says: “If there can 
be someone, other than a court of law, 
who can step in and upset the architect’s 
and survever’s considered judgment, their 
position is untenable and the contractual 
arrangements become a travesty of good 
order.” 


NEGOTIATED CONTRACTS 


Mr. WEstwoop also put in a word for 
the negctiated contract. By chance, the 
LCC is about to make known the current 
results of its experiment at Picton-street, 
Camberwell. Here, it will be remembered, 
the contractor was nominated at the 
design stage, over a year before the com- 
mencement of site work. Details of the 
working of the scheme are not vet pub- 
lished, but there is reason to believe that 
the Ccuncil is well satisfied with initial 
results, so much so that it proposes to 
continue the experiment. We shall hope 
that some reference may be made by the 
Council to costs, for on these the exten- 
sion of the scheme must largely depend, 
though not entirely; design development 
and erection time are additional and im- 
portant factors. 


AA MEMBERS’ SKETCHES 


THe ANNUAL EXHIBITION of Members’ 
sketches at the Architectural Association 
's NOW open until November 18. Since 
this year (writes Edward Forster), the 
lront members’ room is now adorned 
with a magnificent chandelier and the 
walls hung with eighteenth-century oil 
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COMING EVENTS 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5. 


Leeps SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND TOWN PLAN- 
NING.—Presentation of diplomas and ovening of exhi- 
bition by Sir Philin Hendy, Director, National Gallery 
City of Leeds Art Gallery. 3 p.m. Exhibition, 10.30 
a.m. to 6.30 p.m. weekdays; 2.30 to 5.0 p.m. Sundays, 
until November 20. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7. 


CEMENT AND CONCRETE 
exhibition entitled ** Roads 
ings its Traffic Problems,’’ by Mr. J. Boyd-Carpenter, 
Minister of Transport. Institution of Civil Engineers. 
Great George-street, SWI. 5 p.m. 

Society OF ENGINEERS.—** Investigation into the 
Design of the Sunerstructure of a Power Station,” 
by Mr. C. W. E. Dudley, AMICE. Apartments of 
the Geoloyical Soviety, Burlington House, W. 5.30 
p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. 
talk on *‘* Journey to Spain 
lonia,’” by Madame Olga Ford. 
WCl. 6.15 p.m 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL SociETy.—* The Stained Glass of 
the Firm of Willism Morris,.”’ by Miss B. Goshawk 


and Miss M. Beniiett. 2, Bloomsbury-square, WCI 
6.30 p.m. 


ASSOCIATION.—Opening of 
How the World is Solv- 


Informal illustrated 
Andalusia and Cata- 
36, Bedford-square, 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8. 
ALUMINIUM DEVELOPMENT 
of exhibition entit!ed ** Aluminium in Building.’ by 
Mr. J. R. Bevins, Parlian ary Secretary. MoW 
Building Centre, 26, Store-street. WCl. 12 noon 
Exhibition 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until November 30 


ASSOCIATION. ——Cpening 








LMBA (SouTH-EASTERN AREA).—Annual prize pre- 
sentation, by Lt.-Col. K. J. Pearce, TA. chairman 
of London Regivonal Apprenticeship 
Black Prince, Bexley. 2 p.m. 

HousinG CENTRE TRUST.—** Residential Qualifica- 
tions Housing of Servicemen: and Unsatisfactory 
Tenants,” by Mr. P. L. Leigh-Breese, chairman, 
Management Sub-Committee of Central Housing Ad- 
visory Committee. 13, Suffolk-street. Haymarket, 
SWI. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (SCOTTISH 
BRaNCH.—Joint meeting with East of Scotland branch 
of Institute of Welding: and talk on ** Welded Plate 
Structures.’’ by Mr. James McLean. Adelnhi Hotel 
Edinburgh. 6.15 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9. 

Royat Society o¢ ArRtTS.—* John Flaxman, RA 
(1755-1826)."" by Mr. John Thomas, MA, PhD. Pro- 
fessor A. E. Richardson, FRIBA, president RA, in 
the chair. John Adam-street, Adelohi, WC2. 2.30 
p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF FUE ** Chimneys and the Dispersa! 
of Smoke.”” by Messrs. J. E. Hawkins and G. Non 
hebel. Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George- 
street, SWI 5.30 p.m. 

VicTORIA AND ALBERT MvusrtuM.—* The Rock 
Churches and Medieval Art of Ethiopia.”’ by Beatrice 
Playne. V. and A. Museum Lecture Theatre, South 
Kensington. SW7. 6.15 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF SFRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (LONDON 
GRADUATES” AND STUDENTS’ SECTION).—** Engineering 
in Architecture.’ by Mr. G. I. Goulden. 11. Upper 
Belgrave-street. SWI. 6.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER ll 

RIBA Cricker Cius.—Annual meeting (6.15 p.m.) 
and annual dinner (7.15 p.m.). The Architectural 
Association, 34-36, Bedford-square, WC 

LMBA.—Opening of Conference on Education in 
the Building Industry by Sir David Eccles, Minister 
of Education Avothecaries Hall, Blackfriars-lane. 
EC4 2 p.m 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (WALES AND 
MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH). ecent Trends in the 


Committee. 





Design of Industrial Bu‘ldings,”” by Mr. A .V. Hooker 
County Buildings. Colwyn Bay. 6 p.m. 
paintings, the members’ sketches have 


been relegated to ‘he back room and the 
dining room where they can be seen only 
by leaning over the dining members. 
Either as a result of this restriction of 
space or by reason of the severity of the 
hanging committee’s process of elimi- 
nation the numbers of pictures are re- 
duced to 59. The standard of previous 
exhibitions has been maintained and there 
is an absence of the large finished oil 
paintings which have been exhibited in 
recent years, the accent-now being placed 
on water colours. 

To give an impression of what there is 
to be seen the fellowing short sample list 
may be helpful: Julian Leathart, “ Good- 
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rich Castle” (33); Leonard Manasseh, 
“Fruit” (26); Marjorie Morrison, 
“ Fortified Farm, Minorca” (31); two 
water colour landscapes, _ entitled 


* Wales,” bv J. Greene (32); ** Nocturne ” 
(18) and “ Chiswick Landscape” (22) by 
B. L. Adams; “ Winter Garden at Done- 
raile” (24), by E. F. Samuel; “ Station 
Yard” by T. A. Greeves (35), and 
“ Sompting Church” by A. B. Knapp- 
Fisher (27). 

In the dining-room there is the fine 
water colour drawing by Frank Hoar of a 
Baroque Church at Weiss, Bavaria (48), 
which appears on the front cover of the 
current number of the RIBA Journal, and 
also his “ Amsterdam ” (50): E. B. Mus- 
man’s colourful pictures _ entitled 
“ Bevidorin, Spain (43) and “The 
Guinness Clock ” (52); two water colours 
by Norman Westwood, “Old Junk * (49) 
and “ The Shack ” (47); and “ The Propy- 
laea at Athens ” (51), by Arthur Kenyon. 


MN MEMORIAL 


THE QUEEN is to open tomorrow the 
Merchant Navy Memorial at Tower Hill 
to the 24,000 merchant seamen who lost 
their lives at sea in the last war. The 
memorial, designed by Sir Edward 
Maufe, RA, for the Imperial War Graves 
Commission, is illustrated in this issue. 
It is of interest that the three most im- 
portant memorials which the Queen has 
unveiled in the past two years have all 
been built by firms the managing direc- 
tors of which are, or have been, presi- 
dents of the LMBA. First, the RAF 
Memorial at Ruanymede, by Holloway 
Bros., Ltd..—Mr. L. J. Holloway is the 
present president; second, the King 
George VI Memorial in the Mall, by 
Holliday & Greenwood, Ltd..—Mr. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish was president in 1952: 
and now the Merchant Navy Memorial. 
by E. H. Burgess, Ltd..—Mr. D. C. Bur- 
gess was president in 1948. 

BRISTOL ARCHITECTS 

AN attractive assortment of feature 
articles appears in a recent issue of the 
journal of the Bristol and Somerset 
Society of Architects. With the limited 
space available for editorial items it has 
not been possible to reproduce some of 
the illustrations sufficiently large to do 
them full justice. However, if some of 
them are rather small they have been 
well grouped. This applies particularly to 
a selection of new buildings in Coventry 
which members of the Society toured 
in the summer. 

The issue contains also a description 
of a visit to Rome at Whitsuntide and 
a number of items of local interest to 
members of the Society. 


HOUSING DEPARTMENT HEAD 

Mr. WILLIAM Hawkins, Chief Housing 
Assistant to Middlesbrough Corpora- 
tion, has been appointed the first head 
of the newly formed Middlesbrough 
Corporation Housing Department. This 
department will now operate as a 
separate unit instead of being under the 
control of the Borough Treasurer, and 
Mr. Hawkins will be responsible for the 
11,000 houses of the Corporation. He is 
47, and has been with the Corporation 
since 1923. 
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THE BUILDER 


The Royal Institute of British Architects 


MR. ASLIN’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS 


R. C. H. ASLIN, CBE, delivered his 

inaugural address to the RIBA on 

Tuesday evening, November |. The 
President said: 

This inaugural address which by cus- 
tom is the duty of the President to make, 
appears to me to have changed in intent 
in the last decade. In the past it almost 
took the form of a lecture by the 
President on some -established form or 
period of architecture. The Royal Insti- 
tute and the profession, like everything 
else in this technical age, have changed 
and continue to change rapidly, and it 
might be desirable to say something about 
the state of both architecture and 
architects. 

Up to the nineteenth-century architec- 
ture appears to have progressed slowly on 
an even keel from type to type, though 
perhaps, Icoked at from any histcry of 
architecture, the keel appears to be more 
even than it was in fact, and I have no 
doubt that architects had a fuller share 
of trials and tribulations than can 
possibly be determined by an exami- 
nation of their works down the centuries. 
In the nineteenth-century the profession 
appears to have decided that architecture 
was a finite art which had reached its 
peak on two separate occasions—the first 
one in Greece, and the second in the 
Early English period of the Gothic. There 
appeared, therefore, nothing to do but to 
use the best of these periods as a pattern 
with which to embellish banks, railway 
stations, town halls, hospitals, and othe 
public buildings, and architectural dis- 
cussion and dissension appeared only to 
circle around views as to which of the 
two great periods was the more appro- 
priate to use in an industrial age. This 
idea was fostered by Ruskin who held 
and promulgated the notion that architec- 
ture was an addition of a variety of kinds 
of ornament to an otherwise plain struc- 
ture which, in his view, was building and 
not architecture. 

ARCHITECTURE EMERGENI1 

There have been signs during the 
present century that the  nineteenth- 
century view was not held universally, 
but on the other hand no set course was 
visible, and, though it is always unwise 
to prophesy, it appears that at the 
moment it is possible to see the emer- 
gence of an architecture which represents 
this century. In the past 100-odd years 
buildings appear to me to have been de- 
signed generally from exterior to in- 
terior, the first claim being to make a 
monumental structure, and afterwards to 
fit in the internal requirements of the 
client. During the past half-century this 
process seems to have been reversed, the 
first claim on the architect’s ingenuity 
being to produce a plan for whatever 
building was required which would prove 
to be suitable for the enjoyment and satis- 
faction of the occupiers and to give the 
best possib'e amenities which would 
enable the occunants to carry cut their 
duties to the best advantage. 

The view appears to have been held 


in some quarters that a functional design 
which satisfied the demands of the client, 
and with particular attention’ to 
economics, necessarily produced archi- 
iecture. This view appears to me to be 
erroneous. There appears to be no 
doubt that close attention to function and 
cost which involves the speed of the 
building is essential, but a good deal of 
attention to the aesthetic side of the pro- 
gramme is required, and | think that at 
this moment the architect recognises that 
the aesthetic side of building has to some 
extent been crowded out by some 
necessity to concentrate on new tech- 
niques, and from now on, having arrived 
at the point where modern techniques 
are most closely understood, that the 
next major effort will be to provide a 
satisfactory aesthetic answer within the 
present framework. At any rate this 
picture appears to be accurate, and one 
hopes that in the next few years an appro- 
priate modern outlook will be firmly 
established, and that the second half of 
the twentieth-century will produce archi- 
tecture as satisfactory to its environment 
and conditions of production as those 
embarked upon by our predecessors. 


TRAINING THE ARCHITECT 


I hope that my audience will forgive 
me for having mentioned these matters 
before, but I am convinced that they 
are of vital importance. The pattern 
of architecture appears to me to be 
being resolved, and the changes which 
are being made in the pattern of 
the training and work of the architec 
himself. At the beginning of this 
century, the profession was divided into 
two clear parts. The first consisted 
of qualified architects—and by * quali- 
fied ** I mean members of the RIBA who 
ran practices. The second was the bulk 
of architects who were assistants whose 
whole time was spent not in designing but 
in providing a pattern of helpers who 
worked solely on the problem of supply- 
ing assistance to the schemes inaugurated 
by the senior members of the profession. 

Since that time two major alterations 
have taken place. The first is that the 
bulk of men and women entering the pro- 
fession do so through the increased 
number of Schools of Architecture which 
have come into being. The second is 
that owing to government policy which 
now controls a large part of the industry, 
large national and local government de- 
partments have been formed, and_ the 
total number of architects employed in 
these offices is probably at least as great 
as those occupied in private practice. 

With regard to the first change, almost 
all new architects are fully qualified in 
the sense that they are as qualified to per- 
form the complete duties of an architect 
as are their seniors, in the same way as 
a student who will ultimately go into 
private practice or run a public office, 
and, therefcre, the old method of using 
the bulk of the profession as assistants is 
no Ienger valid. The enly point at which 
the new architect lags behind his senior 
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is in lack of experience. It is very evident 
that all young architects cannot hone to 
obtain one or other of the various senior 
posts either in local government or private 
practice, and it therefore seems to me to 
be clear that the structure of the profes. 
sion must be varied to allow the kind of 
employment which will take full account 
of the qualities and training of the archi- 
tect who formerly was looked upon as an 
assistant. 

NATIONALISATION DANGER? 

It seems to me that private practice 
must always be sustained, and thag is why 
some of us in local government employ- 
ment have made a practice of supplying 
the private practitioner with as much 
work as is possible, so that he will be 
available, when, as has been happening, 
more private money is available for doing 
those things where the money is not sup- 
plied by the National Government. If 
this course is not pursued properly, there 
is a danger that we shall reach a point 
where all architecture and building will 
be nationalised, and this I think would 
be a disaster to the profession. _ This 
gradual change in the structure of the 
profession has resulted in many young 
men demanding that something different 
shall be done on their behalf, and it will 
be remembered that quite recently the 
Royal Institiute was faced with the 
demand that it should undertake trade 
union activities. It has been clearly 
shown, however, that the RIBA cannot 
function as a trade union, either under 
its existing or any future constitution. 

However, that does not mean that 
nothing shall be done to mezt the quite 
legitimate request cf Gur many members 
in salaried employment. Members will be 
aware that in July the Council set up an 
ad hoc committee, under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. Richard Sheppard, and 
representatives cf every section of the 
prefession to look into this problem in 
particular and into the state of the profes- 
sion as a whole. I understand that the 
committee will be presenting some I1- 
teresting proposals to the Council at an 
early date. While I cannot anticipate the 
repert of the committe or what the Coun- 
cil will decied, I hope it may be possible 
to take such steps as will satisfy the whole 
body of architects, so that the interests 0! 
architecture and the profession can more 
closely marry in with the changing con 
ditions. I say “changing ” as, although 
we are aware that many vital changes 
have taken place in the structure of the 
profession in the last 40 years, It 's 
reasonably certain that such changes wil 
continue for some time to come. 

One of the most important things We 
must do is to improve the quality ol work 
produced by all architects. Some people 
are wedded to the idea that if we could 
get complete registration so that all 
buildings would by law be designed )) 
architects, we should be in a very strong 
pesition, but there is nothing in that pro 
posal which would guarantee the produc- 
tion ef better architecture; indeed some 
time ago we found upon inquiry from é 
large number of countries and commor , 
wealth states that at the present momet! 
the countries which produce the bes 
werk have least prctection. We do no 
want a situation where the nublic is com 
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pelled to employ an architect, but wish to 
arrive at one where the public will so 
clearly recognise the virtues of architec- 
ture that they will themselves always 
approach an architect for any kind of job 
they have in mind. 

Most of my friends who are not in the 
profession might possibly have come here 
to enjoy a talk on some interesting and 
pleasant aspect of architecture, and I offer 
them apologies for taking up their time 
in mentioning the difficulties which at 
present surround architecture as an Art 
and as a Profession. 

Whether you automatically think of 
architecture as an art which has produced 
lovely examp'es of design within the last 
many centuries, or as a profession which 
is producing modern bui'dings for all 
kinds of purposes, and may be producing 
works of sufficient quality which may be 
properly classed as architecture, you may 
be assured that in this peculiar and chang- 
ing world the architect, in his dual 
capacity, is strangely bemused by the 
many changing currents which frequently 
cross his path. 

Our lay friends who have done us the 
honour of coming here to-night can be 
assured that they are not wasting their 
time, because the profession of architec- 
ture is most heavily indebted to its 
patrons. Without their support and 
demands I am satisfied that it is not 
possible to produce architecture. When 
one is young it is possible to believe that 
the perfect architectural concep‘icn can 
be produced by flat sites presenting no 
trouble, no limi‘ed brief and vast quanti- 
ties of money. This, however, is untrue, 
and you need a patron with exacting 
demands, an irritating site and an acute 
shortage of money, and more than that 
the stimulation which a good patron sup- 
plies; these make the architect produce 
his best work, 

In spite of many difficulties. some of 
which I have outlined, it is certain that 
the prime duty of this Ins‘itute is to con- 
centrate on producing, by its members, 
good architecture in every building 
entrusted to us, whether that building be 
uny or large. All the other desirable, 
and indeed essential things such as pay 
and conditions will follow easily, as the 
patron recognises the quality he is getting 
lor his money. When I say will follow 
automatically, I do not mean that they 
will come without any effort on our part, 
but I am sure that the first thing to do 
Is to deserve them. 





STAINED GLASS IN THE LORDS 
, Twel VE stained glass windows, each 
20 feet high, are being installed in tne 
House of Lords. It is hoped they will be 
ready in the near future. Designed 
— made in the Whitefriars studios of 
ames Powell and Sons Ltd., the win- 
dows took three years to produce. The 
windows replace those destroyed by 
—o action and are a gift from the 
ate Lord Kenilworth, who gave £20,000 
to replace them. Coats-of-arms of 160 
. who have played an important part 
: © country’s history are featured in 
bs Windows, starting with John of 
aunt, Duke of Lancaster (1360), and 
_ up to 1900, but also including those 
of Lord Kenilworth. who died in 1953. 
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** Heaven help any official who 
says it’s technically a cer park!” 
«* The Architectural Association Sympos- 


ium on “ Probiems of Vehicles in 
Housing Areas” opens on November 16. 


ACANTHUS — 





CORRESPON DENCE 
ARCHITECTURAL CRITICISM 
BY ADVISORY PANELS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
QIR.—At a meeting of the Eastern 

Chapter of the Hants and Isle of 
Wight Architectural Association held at 
Southsea on October 20, under the chair- 
manship of Mr. P. McG. Corsar, ARIBA, 
the following motion was passed: 

“While welcoming general criticism 

and discussion, inasmuch as service 
on the Architectural Advisory Panel 
to the South-East Planning Office 
involves members in commenting on 
each other’s work in circumstances 
prejudicial to the good of the pro- 
fession as a whole: This house resolves 
that members of the Hants and Isle 
of Wight Architectural Association, 
Eastern Chapter. should abstain from 
service on the above panel except in 
so far as arrangements of persons who 
are not registered architects: and 
furthermore that a General Meeting 
be called at the earliest reasonable 
moment to discuss this matter.” 

The motion was proposed by Mr. F. J. 
Guy, BA (Arch), ARIBA, and seconded 
by Mr. R. J. Claridge, ARIBA. 

I trust you will be able to publish this 
information as it wi'l help to crystallise 
opinion through the Hants and Isle of 
Wight area ready for the meeting of the 
whole Architectural Association. 

F. J. Guy. 

9, Gloucester-terrace, Southsea, Hants. 


QOS REGISTRATION 

To the Editor of The Builder 
.1R,—Referring to Mr. Lockley’s letter 
(The Builder, October 21), it is not 
I who has strayed from the subject of 
registration for the quantity surveyor, 
nor have I “ cast many red herrings into 
the stream.” I can assure Mr. Lockley 
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that there is no lack of interest in the 
subject, and he shou'd not try to gauge 
the extent by the amount of correspon- 
dence. 

It will give me great pleasure in due 
course to give your correspondent and 
other objectors chapter and verse in 
support of my proposals and to afford 
an opportunity for constructive criticism. 

I thank Mr. Lockley, who, on behalf 
of the RICS, offers me the opportunity 
of acting as missionary to his society, 
but I cannot remember having at any 
time written anything which would war- 
rant such action on my part. 

A. N. Hookway. 

Essex House, Thundersley, Essex. 

NAILS FOR SLATES AND TILES 

To the Editor of The Builder 
SS IR.—Mr. G. A. Walters (your issue of 

October 28) is evidently unaware 
that while ordinary slates and _ tiles 
secured with stout copper nails will last 
a century, those fixed with zinc or gal- 
vanized nails are a continuous source of 
annoyance and expense, because these 
nails perish in 20 to 25 years, resulting 
in first a few and then several slates or 
tiles being dislodged during any storm. 

In most cases, the damage is not 
noticed and made good until top floor 
ceilings are soaked, so the cost of each 
repair far exceeds the extra cost of the 
copper nails. The owner will suffer this, 
every year, for the rest of his life, unless 
he is wise enough to striv the roof and 
reinstate it with copper nailing. 

All sets of building by-laws should pro- 
hibit zinc or galvanized nails in roofing, 
the past use of which is now costing a 
sum exceeding £25,000 per annum in 
London alone. It is high time so silly a 
waste of the country’s resources should 
be peremptorily forbidden, instead of 
being merely recommended to cease. 

GiLsBert H, JENKINS, 
[P-PILA, FRIBA] 


24 Daleham-gardens, NW3. 
WEST YORKSHIRE SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS 
Annual Prize Awards 


AT THE general meeting of the West York- 
shire Society of Architects, at Leeds, on 
October 27, the fo_lowing awards were 
announced. 

BEDFORD SCHOLARSHIP.—Ist prize (certificate 
and prize value £75 for travel abroad), M. L. 
Kirk, Cleckheaton (Leeds Schaol of Architec- 
ture): 2nd prize (£25), D. M. Spouse, Wakefield 
(Leeds School of Architecture). 

GirtinG Prize (certificate and £60 for travel 
abroad), . §S. Bedford, Pontefract (Leeds 
School of Architecture). 

Plows Prize (certificate and £50 for travel 
abroad), D. Jowett, Halifax (Leeds School of 
Architecture). 

MEASURED DrawinGs MEDAL (certificate and 
medal), D. F. Kellett, York (Leeds School of 
Architecture): highly commended, A. Ellison, 
Bradford (Leeds School of Architecture). 

WorkING DrawinGs MEDAL (certificate and 
medal), K. J. Rawson, Brighouse (Architectural 
Department, School of Art, Huddersfield). 

SKETCHING MEDAL (certificate and medal), J. 
McNeIL, Whitby (Leeds School of Architec- 
ture); highly commended. J. M. Waterhouse, 
Leeds (Leeds School of Architecture): com- 
mended, A. W. Rhodes, Knottingley (Leeds 
School of Architecture). 
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View of sculptured figures, from east. 


The Merchant Navy Memorial, Tower Hill 


SIR EDWARD MAUFE, RA, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 





CHARLES WHEELER RA, SCULPTOR E. H. BURGESS, LTD., BUILDERS 
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ke was the generat desire that the Memorial to the 

Merchant Navy of the Second World War should, 
if possible, form a unity with the existing Memorial of 
the First World War, and this has been achieved. 
Sir Edward Maufe’s work—for the Imperial War 
Graves Commission—forms an impressive foreground 
to the Lutyens work of 1914-18; in particular the new 
work, being sunk, has the effect of raising the Lutyens 
Colonnade, greatly to its advantage. The Memorial 
will be opened by the Queen tomorrow. 

The main element in the new work is a semi-circular 
sunk garden facing south and joining up to the 
Memorial for the First World War. A sunk garden 
was chosen as being the one way of obtaining a wall 
area sufficient to record the 24,000 new names without 
having high walls standing up on Tower Hill. The 
garden being sunk 5 ft. below the general level only 
requires a surrounding wall of 3 ft. to give the height 
of 8 ft. necessary for the very many names to be 
recorded. The dedicatory inscription is: 

The Twenty-four Thousand of the Merchant Navy and 

Fishing Fleets whose names are honoured on the Walls 

of this Garden, gave their lives for their Country and 
have no grave but the sea 


Stone steps flanked by high stone pylons, on which 
are the Merchant Navy badges and wreaths, lead 
down on each side to the sunk garden. Between these 
steps is the main dedicatory inscription, this being 
guarded by sculptured figures in stone representative 
of a typical sailor and a typical officer of the Merchant 
Service. The work is of Portland stone, the internal 
face of the semi-circular wall being cased in bronze, 
on which are the names in relief. At spaced intervals 
around this bronze casing are seven stone sculptured 
allegorical figures representative of the Seven Seas. 
The garden itself is primarily a lawn, at the centre of 
which is a “ pool” of bronze engraved as a Mariners’ 
Compass, and set to the magnetic north. A stone path, 
on which there are oak seats, surrounds the lawn. 


November 





View looking north to Trinity House. 


Bronze name plates were supplied by H. H. Martyn 
and Co., Ltd.; bronze flower boxes by Morris-Singer 
Co., Ltd.; bronze mariners’ compass by J. Starkie 
Gardner, Ltd.; bronze notice frames by C. E. Welstead, 
Ltd.; and stonework by Frank Mertimer, Ltd. 





THE MERCHANT NAVY MEMORIAL : General view, looking north-east. 
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“Architectural Design and Execution” 
MR. BRYAN WESTWOOD’S AA PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


VM R. Bryan Westwood, FRIBA, 
AADipl., delivered his presidential 
address for 1955 to a well-filled room 
at the Architectural Association head- 
quarters on October 26. Mr. Gontran 
Goulden, TD, ARIBA (vice-President) 
was in the chair. 

THE PRESIDENT began by sketching in 
briefly the background to the architect's 
world, and then turned to the architect 
himself. 

It is important (he said) that the archi- 
tect, dealing with smaller and more 
individual buildings, shou!d get right into 
his problems. If after searching his own 
conscience he feels justified, he should 
be bold and ride his hobby horse as 
hard as his client will permit. Manfred 
Currey, the famous yachtsman, writing 
some years ago on racing tactics, pointed 
out that, unless you were over the line 
before the gun, say, once in every three 
or four times, your starting tactics were 
quite hopeless. In the specially individual 
job, design will only have the necessary 
sense of tautness if it is poised very close 
to the line dividing what is acceptable 
and what is not. 

I believe, since designers are human 
beings, that they must have the stimulus 
of carrying their client, or the general 
public, with them if they are to do their 
best work. One can see the effects in 
Italy of a more enlightened and appre- 
ciative public than we have here, in the 
willingness of quite humble people with 
small shops or village garages to accept 
modern architecture and their ability to 
discuss it. Here so often one has to waste 
a great deal of time and lose initial 
enthusiasm in convincing clients of the 
wisdom of making a tiny step forward. 
Salt is then rubbed into the wound by 
further delays while the design is justi- 
fied to the local planning officer, and in 
preparing material for appea!s, etc. In so 
many cases, the client cannot understand 
why you cannot do him the neo- 
Georgian, or in my experience the Tudor, 
office block the local authority really 
wanted on tle site. Why all this fuss 
and waste of time ? What's wrong with 
Georgian anyway ? 

ARCHITECTS AND ADVERTISING 

There is more chance of being allowed 
10 carry out serious modern architecture 
than there was three or four years ago. 
But to give some impetus to the under- 
standing of architecture in its widest sense 
among the members of the general pub- 
lic, our professional! attitude towards 
advertising must be brought out into the 
light of day and examined in a forthright 
manner free from petty jealousy. At the 
moment we seem to be falling over back- 
wards in our anxiety to hide our light 
under a bushel. One knows full well that 
some will benefit more than others from 
any new approach to this delicate sub- 
ject. One knows also that the areas in 
—. Publicity can help us all must be 
clearly defined. But I feel strongly that 
oe of our present difficulties 

uid be cleared away if our approach 


to problems was better understood by 
the public. Not forgetting the modest 
but useful efforts of the RIBA, do we, to 
approach an audience outside the pro- 
fession, really have to leave the bulk of 
the pioneering on behalf of our learnec 
profession to be done by women’s maga- 
zines ? 

Another major fact in the process of 
designing, is the relationship of the 
Architect and Engineer. Writing in a 
recent number of Design, J. M. Richards 
remarked that “The construction of 
Britain’s railway system was the last great 
effort before the divorce between engi- 
neering and architecture disorientated the 
future of both these arts.” This  illu- 
minating statement brought home to me 
the fact that there was a more or less 
clear cut time when this separation 
occurred and also that its result was 
detrimental to engineering as well as 
architecture. I think that at long last 
these two professions are coming closer 
and closer together and that we are on 
the threshold of a period when there will 
be a step forward as a resuit of better 
understanding. But even when consider- 
ing the giants of the engineering world 
it is well to remember that they are over- 
whelmingly concerned with the efficien- 
cies of the structure. It is peculiarly the 
architect’s responsibility to take into 
consideration the wider implications of 
landscape and the special features of the 
site. It is perhaps timely to mention this 
familiar truth because the development of 
the engineering of muck shifting has 
tended to foster the attitude that a site 
is flat until proved otherwise. Indeed, not 
long ago an excavation expert told me 
that he knew of a monster that would 
move 20 tons at a bite. Would I like him 
to borrow it for an afternoon so that | 
could have a nice level site instead of 
the sloping one | was blessed with ! That 
is literally true ! 

WORKING TOGETHER 

Until the day comes when some form 
of training has been devised to produce 
what Nervi calls *“ The Complete Archi- 
tect,” engineers, builders and architects 
must strive towards better and _ better 
ways of literally working together. In 
the medium-sized jobs which come my 
way I like the engineer to work with me 
in a consultative capacity; to go along 
with me at an early stage in the design 
and take an integral part in the creative 
process. The antitheses of what I mean 
is the man who said the other day, “ You 
draw it out as you want it and don't 
worry about the engineering, we'll make 
it work.”” I want the man who can appre- 
ciate the sort of spatial effect required 
and who can advise on the best way of 
attaining it in engineering terms. 

I can offer no useful advice on how 
best to work with heating and electrical 
consultants. I have not discovered the 
perfect modus vivendi; we still rather 
rub along together. In small jobs I en- 
deavour to get these sub-contractors 
appointed early and then work up the 
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schemes in consultation with them. 1 
think that their work should become 
much more part of the building than it 
generally does at present. There should 
not have to be so many light fittings, 
heating units, etc., fixed to the building. 
Many of these things by intelligent plan- 
ning can be in instead of on the building. 
They should be taken into account at 
the same time as the structural engineer- 
ing. 

I am satisfied in my own mind that, to 
increase eiliciency, the main contractor’s 
expertise must be used. 1 am concerned 
that the present system of bills of quan- 
tities and competitive tenders makes this 
virtually impossible by crystallising the 
design at too early a stage. Futhermore, 
the bill of quantities suggests, by its very 
precision, that nothing in the relationship 
between the owner and contractor is 
being taken on trust—a peor psycho- 
logical basis if real co-operation is the 
aim. It makes impossible the sort of re- 
finements of structure which arise from 
the actual method of building. Much of 
the excellence of Nervi’s buildings arises 
from an acute awareness of this part of 
the building process. As a principle, I 
am convinced that the quantity surveyor 
has to play a new and different part and 
that the tender should be negotiated in 
the interest both of time and good work- 
manship. I do not believe that the cost 
of the work need be any higher. 


USING THE CONTRACTOR 


If the contractor is unknown at the 
time that the specification is completed, 
in the interests of safety one tends to 
include nominated sub-contractors for a 
large part of the work. If the bulk of 
the work is thus prescribed there is only 
a limited scope for the contractor to be 
competitive. If, however, nominated sub- 
contracts are few, the job may suffer 
owing to the fact that the firms, to whom 
the main contractor sublets, have to get 
down to prices which preclude the stan- 
dard of workmanship laid down in the 
specification. I am well aware that the 
architect has to approve sub-contractors, 
but in fact it is not possible to examine 
adequately the credentials of a large 
number of firms, probably none of whom 
are known to one directly. As a result 
one often has to accept inferior work- 
manship, the alternative being unaccept- 
able delays in execution. 

I think that most architects will agree 
that the hardest testing time comes during 
the later part of the veriod of execution. 
Design is a matter about which there will 
always be differing opinions, but poor 
execution is there as a fact for all to see. 
The architect’s dilemma occurs when 
there is insufficient time to indulge in 
wide-spread condemnation of work, and 
indeed most of it is too nearly up to the 
standard to be rejected but is, neverthe- 
less sub-standard; when the sub-con- 
tractors are reluctant to fix valuable 
components because of damage and pil- 
fering, but the general contractor does 
not want to put on the finishing coats 
of decorations, onlv to see them later 
covered with oily finger marks left by 
those fixing the components. 

It is during this period that comic relief 
is so valuable—the condemnation of 
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frosted brickwork interrupted by the 
sizzling of bacon and eggs being cooked 
in a shovel; a foreign client’s criticism 
of one’s choice of colour—based on the 
sight of a bucket of brown liquid being 
stirred by a labourer—cut short by the 
cry “Tea’s up.” The clerk of works’ 
comment on dirty streaks on a door under 
an up-tilted canopy: ‘“ There’s a cult for 
slopes—you'll ‘ave to grow out of it!” 
These pleasures are all too few. One is 
soon back to earth with the quantity sur- 
veyor pointing out that he notices much 
of the work is not up to the standards 
specified, and reminding one that every- 
thing should be of the best of its res- 
pective kind. The contractor complaining 
that although he has offered highly im- 
proper rates to retain his craftsmen, they 
have gene off to a nearby job that is 
just started. The client telling one that 
defects that he noticed last month are 
still there: you are painfully aware of 
slips and errors of judgment made by 
yourself and your staff. At this stage it 
will avail you little to be autocratic, 
tough, over-clever. You must park your 
small popular, or large veteran, car 
amcng the sub-contractors’ Bentleys out- 
side the builders’ hut, and wade into the 
site meeting determined to be fair and 
forthright. Your light armour will be 
lifemanship and humour; your heavy 
armament—only to be used as a last 
resort—the contract. 

THE ARCHITECT'S AUTHORITY 

At the present time there seems to be 
a determined effort by public authority 
accountants to knock away this main 
prop to the architect’s authority. It 
began. with arithmetical checks to 
accounts before honouring the final certi- 
ficate: this in fact occasionally was justi- 
fied. The next step was to inform the 
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architect which items he must express as 
a lump sum and which as percentages. 
It was only a short step on to the stage 
where the final certificate comes back, 
much battered and crumpled, for amend- 
ment as a result of a complete rehash of 
the quantity surveyor’s agreed final 
account. The last step is the draft agree- 
ment I have received this month, for sig- 
nature, in which a clause is inserted to the 
effect that the architect must nor issue the 
final certificate at all until the accounts 
have been approved by the clients’ 
accountant. This cannot honestly be 
signed if the RIBA contract or any simi- 
lar one is used, and indeed I firmly believe 
that with the widespread insertions of 
such a provision the architect's position 
vis a vis the rest of the building team 
would soon dwindle to that of a draughts- 
man with no say in contractual matters 
at all. His authority rests on his integrity 
being axiomatic. If there can be some- 
one, other than a court of law, who can 
step in and upset the architect’s and sur- 
veyor’s considered judgment, their posi- 
tion is untenable and the contractual 
arrangements become a travesty of good 
order. 


Being ourselves caught up in the midst 
of a period of rapid change, it is difficult 
even to generalise on the subject of train- 
ing the future architect, so that the quali- 
ties in him can be developed to meet. the 
kind of professional life that he is likely 
to have to lead. The designing side of 
training was expressed the other day in 
these words: 


“To deal worthily with ever more 
ambitious architectural projects cf the 
near future the architect must possess— 
and synthesise in himse!f — aesthetic 
sensibility, profound understanding of 
structural needs, and a precise knowledge 








SOHO IN GLASS.—Visitors to the Pilkington stand at the forthcoming Building 
Exhibition at Olympia will be able to see a miniature Soho in working order, as it 
might appear in the year A.D. 2000. A model has been designed by a committee of 
architects and engineers convened by Pilkington Brothers, Ltd. Known as the Glass 
Age Development Committee, the members were Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, FRIBA, Mr. 
Edward D. Mills, FRIBA, and Messrs. Ove Arup and Partners. Soho has been 
redesigned in this model to show the practical possibilities of using techniques and 
materials now available. 
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of the methods, possibilities and limita- 
tions of constructional techniques.” 

The words are Professor Nervi’s. | 
would only question the necessity for the 
word “ precise.” To put my own feel- 
ings very simply, I would add _ that, 
although it is important to learn to draw 
(sometimes apparently overlooked) no 
form of cramming in subjects which 
might be thought to have a bearing on 
architecture should be countenanced at 
school; the accent being on the * humani- 
ties’ instead. That would-be architects. 
engineers or builders should all be kept 
together as long as possible on the road 
to the “ complete architect ” before going 
their separate ways. That the training 
should be continually related to first prin- 
ciples, but, above all, since one’s whole 
practice, whether on the drawing board 
or on the site, is devoted to trying to seize 
on essentials, the architect should be 
taught logical thinking. There should 
be a non-technical side to architectural 
education devoted to the deve!opment of 
those qualities needed in order to deal 
easily and well with all sorts of people 
and to understand them better (if that can 
be taught)—fairness, tact and humour. 

A vote of thanks, proposed by Mr. 
PETER SHEPHEARD, B.Arch, ARIBA, 
seconded by Mr. J. Murray Easton, 
FRIBA, was cordially acclaimed. 


RIBA FORM TO BE 
REVISED 


Joint Contracts) Tribunal’s Statement 


THE Joint Contracts Tribunal has given 
notice of a general revision of the RIBA 
Standard Form of Building Contract. 

Architects, surveyors, solicitors, builders 
and specialists, and all others concerned with 
building contracts, whether corporations. 
associations, or individuals, are invited to 
submit observations upon the working of 
the RIBA Standard Form of Building Con- 
tract and suggestions for its improvement. 

The Tribunal states that such observations 
and suggestions should be directed to matters 
of principle and expressed in general terms. 
but so far as possib!e reference should be 
made to the clause or clauses in the form 
of contract to which they relate. 

The Tribunal proposes to commence this 
general review early in the New Year. and 
those interested should send in their obser 
vations and suggestions by February 29 net 
to: The Joint Secretaries, The Joint Con- 
tracts Tribunal, 66, Portland-place. London. 
Wi. 

The bodies represented on the Joint Con 
tracts Tribunal are: Royal Insitute 0! 
British Architects; National Federation 0! 
Bui'ding Trades Employers: Royal Institu: 
tion of Chartered Surveyors: Association 0! 
Municipal Corporations; County Councils 
Association; London County Counel. 
Urban District Councils’ Association: and 
Rural District Councils’ Association. 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS’ PRIZE 

THE FoREIGN TRAVEL PRIZE ol £100 
offered by the Institute of Landscape 
Architects has been awarded to Mr. 
Arnold E. Weddle, BArch, DipT! 
(Dunelm), AILA. 
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BOOKS 


a Books reviewed jin these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., ‘The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order, 





OLp St. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL. By G. H. Cook. 
(London: Pheenix House, Ltd.) Price 42s. 


( LD St. Paul’s is rightly described on the 

dust jacket of this book as “a lost 
glory of Medieval London,” and much of 
that glory had been lost long before the 
building virtually perished in the Great Fire 
of 1666. Mr. Cook traces the history of 
the great structure (it was physically as well 
as aesthetically great—585 ft. long. 290 ft. 
wide at the transepts, 449 ft. high to the top 
of the spire), from its foundation by the Nor- 
mans in 1087 to the demolition of the cal- 
cined remains by Wren in 1673 preparatory 
to the erection of his own great building. 

In five chapters the author recounts the 
architectural history of the Cathedral and the 
notable and stirring events that took place 
within its walls up to the time of the Re- 
formation; describes the altars, chapels, chan- 
tries and monuments, the churchyard and the 
buildings within the precincts and tells of 
the indignities the Cathedral suffered at the 
Reformation and in the succeeding century, 
when it was despoiled of its treasures, its 
monuments wrecked, the interior desecrated 
and finally used as a stable for the horses of 
Cromwell's soldiers. 

Perhaps the greatest physical indignity was 
inflicted upon it by Inigo Jones, who added 
an entirely inappropriate classical portico 
and refaced the nave in Renaissance forms. 
Wren’s own proposals (which included a 
dome) were little less vandalistic. Perhaps 
It was as well that the Fire finally ended its 
afflictions. 

The book has over 50 illustrations, these in- 
cluding several reproductions of the excellent 
and historically invaluable engravings made 
by Hollar for Dugdale’s * History.” four of 
E. B, Ferrey’s fine geometrical drawings, and 
four of H. W. Brewer's beautiful perspec- 
tives from Mr. H. A. Cox's * Old London 
Illustrated.” One or two of the contem- 
porary engravings of the exterior of the old 
building show remarkable differences in 
such things as the design of the tower and 
spire and the number of bays to the sanctu- 
ary. Some of these old artists were either 
very unobservant or completely indifferent to 
visual reality, and their pictorial records must 
be treated with the utmost caution when we 
attempt to envisage buildings that have long 
Since disappeared, ; 

This is an excellent short history of one of 
the most remarkable of medieval buildings. 

G. J.-H. 


ARCHITEC TURALLY SPEAKING. By Eugene 
Raskin, with illustrations by R. Osborn. 
(London: Chapman and Hall.) Price 28s. 

BOOK which begins: “ Our present 
understanding of our universe and our- 

Selves, while still pathetically small, has been 

Vastly enlarged by the work of Minkowski. 

Einstein and the inventors of the quantum 

theories, whose postulates have generally re- 

Placed the traditional Newtonian-Euclidean- 

Aristotelian Ones *—does not suggest light, 

entertaining reading, and some readers who 

have got so far might well be deterred from 
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going further. They would be making a 
mistake. One should skip the introduction 
to this book with its talk about “ Semantics,” 
its quotations from Korzybski, which to the 
layman appear to be unintelligible jargon, 
and get on to the succeeding chapters. 

The book is one of considerable architec- 
tural interest—thought provoking, witty and 
entertaining. Someone once said something 
to the effect that if we could agree about the 
meanings of words, most of the causes of 
controversy would disappear. The author 
has noted that we all use abstract terms with 
only a vague idea of what we mean by them. 
He takes the words architecture, style, unity, 
scale, rhythm, originality, proportion, 
sequences, composition, functionalism, char- 
acter and honesty, and tells us what he thinks 
they mean, using concrete objects or actions 
to demonstrate his conclusions. Here is an 
example of the quality and the wit of the 
writing. Discussing the element of time in 
relation to the progress of a person through 
a building, he writes: “... time is not al- 
ways necessarily a function of speed and 
distance; we are not clocks, and our percep- 
tion of time is largely subjective. Ten min- 
utes of a kiss may seem but a flash, but ten 
minutes of an after-dinner speech an eter- 
nity, or vice versa, depending upon who is 
doing the kissing and the speaking.” 

Mr. Raskin, we learn from the flyleaf, is 
Associate Professor of Architecture at 
Columbia University, a playwright, a broad- 
caster and a recorder on the guitar, and a 
cartoonist. He is also a wit. Entertaining 
as it is, the book has a serious purpose, and 
we believe that many on putting it down (it 
can be read comfortably in a couple of hours) 
will have some fresh ideas about the nature 
and possibilities of architecture. G. J. H. 


THe Use or Corour IN Hospitars. By 
P. H. Knighton, ARIBA. (Newcastle 
upon Tyne: R. Ward and Sons, Ltd.) 


No price stated. 
HE Newcastle Regional Hospital Board 
have distributed to al! hospitals within 
their area a booklet written by the 
Regional Architect and entitled “ The Use 
of Colour in Hospitals.” In this small 
volume of 40 pages the author not only 
suggests colour schemes for most of the 
departments of a hospital, but also discusses 
colour theory and the practical merits of 
some of the materials at present available. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that a reader 
who already has some knowledge of the 
subjects covered is left with a feeling of 
being unsatisfied and a desire to question 
the object of this book, particularly if he 
remembers the excellent companion volume 
“The Use of Colour in Schools ” published 
by the Ministry of Education in 1953, and 
to which the author of the present work 
pays tribute. The answer is presumably to 
be found in the introduction “—many who 
have the handling of hospital decoration 
lack the advantages of appropriate training 
and experience—” and in the preface “—the 
Matron, for instance, or the Engineer, is 
no more qualified to plan a colour scheme 
than—” This book, then, is an attempt to 
provide an abridged course in interior decor- 
ation to those local hospital officers who 
from time to time arrogate to themselves the 
responsibility of designing colour schemes 

for their hospitals. 
The author takes a bold course, for a 
little knowledge is a dangerous thing and 
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to encourage an untrained person to use 
colour imaginatively may well produce the 
opposite result from that which is desired. 
The stimulation of an appreciation by the 
public of the value of colour is commend- 
able, but would it not have been wiser to 
guide those who may be responsible for 
future colour schemes by first providing 
them with good examples within their own 
hospitals which can be studied against some 
simple rules of colour theory? The Regional 
Architect will automatically achieve this in 
the new buildings which he provides, but 
it is to be regretted that no mention is made 
of the excellent colour studios operated by 
some of the better known paint manufac- 
turers who are always willing to prepare 
colour schemes for specific sites and, equally 
important, to advise also on the curtaining, 
general furnishings, bedspreads, floor cover- 
ings, electric fittings and the effect on colour 
of artificial light, for to be successful all 
these things should be under the design con- 
trol of one person or, at the most, of a small 
committee. 

The book is illustrated by amusing car- 
toons which most excellently point the text. 
In the main there will be little disposition 
among experts to quarrel with the views 
on colour theory advanced by the author, 
and although there is a tendency to be 
dogmatic, it is important to remember the 
particular reading public for whom the work 
is intended. In view of this the * do’s and 
don’ts” forming the last chapter are likely 
to be of most immediate benefit. Experience 
may show that by extending the material in 
this last chapter and by including a limited 
number of coloured photographs a book of 
greater value would have been achieved. 

The author will doubtless be on hand to 
restrain the enthusiastic first attempts of the 
amateur, and both the Hospital Board and 
the author are to be congratulated on their 
initiative in seeking to provide more con- 
genial conditions for the patients and the 
staff of hospitals, for truly is good colour an 
inexpensive commodity. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


ARCHITECTS WorRKING Details. Edited by 


D. A. C. A. Boyne. (London: The Archi- 
tectural Press.) Price 2Is. 
SPECIFICATION, 1955. Editor. F. R. S. 


Yorke. (London: The Architectural Press.) 
Price 30s. 

PRACTICAL GEOMETRY 
JOINERS AND WooncuTTING MaAcHINISTS. 
By A. B. Emary. (London: Sir Isaac Pit- 
man and Sons, Ltd.) Price 17s. 6d. 

MODERN OFFICE BUILDINGS. By Michael 
Rosenauer. FRIBA, AIA. (London: B. T. 
Batsford, Ltd.) Price 35s. 

THE CONVERSION OF OLD BUILDINGS INTG 
New Homes FOR OCCUPATION AND INVEST- 


FOR CARPENTERS. 


MENT. By C. Bernard Brown, LRIBA. 
(London: B. T. Batsford. Ltd.) Price 45s. 

PRACTICAL DESIGN OF SIMPLE STEEI 
Structures. 4th Ed. By Dr. David S. 
Stewart, MICE. (London: Constable and 
Co., Ltd.) Price 18s. 

LAW AND PRACTICE OF BUILDING CON- 
TRACTS, INCLUDING ARCHITECTS AND SUR- 


veyors. By Donald Keating, BA. (London: 
Sweet and Maxwell, Ltd.) Price 50s. 

ENGINEERING CourRsE. By 
Cleaver Hume Press, 


ILLUMINATING 
H. Zij!. (London: 
Ltd.) Price 23s. 6d. 
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View of the main building. 


BOAC HEADQUARTERS AT LONDON’ AIRPORT 


Architects and Engineers 


SIR OWEN WILLIAMS AND PARTNERS 


Consulting Engineer (Heating and Ventilation) 


WINGFIELD BOWLES 


Quantity Surveyors 


A. CARDEN-POOLE AND PARTNERS 


Consulting Engineer (Cranes) Builders 





BERNARD L. CLARK, AMIStructE 


ik ESE headquarters have been erected on the Great 
South West-road side of London Airport to accom- 
modate the main activities of the British Overseas 
Airways Corporation—the senior staff of which have 
now been removed to the new building from Airways 
House at Brentford, Middx. Nine hangars have 
already been in use at London Airport by the corpora- 
tion—the premises at Brentford being acquired in 1947 





W. & C. PRENCH, LTD: 


merely as a temporary head office pending a final staff 
transfer to the airport. 

The new building is eventually to accommodate the 
corporation’s complete headquarters staff of about 
4,000 workers—nearly one quarter of their total 
employees at home and abroad—and will handle the 
greater part of the corporation’s major aircraft 
maintenance as well as the repair and overhaul of 
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Detail sections through the engineering hall. 


components, including radio and instruments. Four 
pen-type hangars are included in the scheme, providing 
a total hangar floor space of 188,000 sq. ft. The 
aircrew training school, complete with Link trainers 
and flight simulators, is to operate on part of the fourth 
and fifth floors. Accommodation for the supplies and 
operational staffs is also provided, together with 
administrative offices and canteens. These four 
canteens are situated on the fourth floor, and are 
capable of accommodating more than 800 employees 
at one sitting. The building covers a total ground area 
of 8} acres, providing a floor area of about one million 
Sq. it. 

Claimed to be the largest building of its type in the 
world, the headquarters has a main facade measuring 
867 ft. long and 99 ft. high. The building is constructed 
of reinforced concrete throughout, on the cantilever 





principle, the weight of each cantilever counter-balance 
block being about 1,000 tons. The overall dimensions 
of the main structure comprise a width of 420 ft., a 
height of 66 ft. and a length of 867 ft. Its four hangar 
pens can each house three four-engined aircraft, and 
individually measure 336 ft. wide by 140 ft. deep. 
They are arranged in pairs, back-to-back 
with the main workshops situated between. Their 
entrances are 45 ft. high and some 300 ft. wide each 
the hangar doors being of the folding leaf type, operated 
by a 5-h.p. flame-proof electric motor. 

Both the hangar pens and the workshops are 
equipped with travelling overhead cranes which have a 
load capacity of 5 tons each. The hangar pens are fully 
protected against fire by a deluge system which, when 
fully operated, is understood to be capable of dispensing 
more than 8,000 gals. of water per minute. A sprinkler 
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system is installed in the remainder of the building. 

Artificial ventilation is used throughout the entire 
scheme, and the windows consist of } in. thick plate 
glass fitted in teak frames in order to reduce the 
transmission of noise as much as possible. The main 
heating is by high-pressure hot water from a central 
heating station, while the hangar pens have heating 
coils installed in their floors which are served by low 
temperature hot water. 

The neon-lit motifs ‘“‘ BOAC ” have been installed 
at.each end of the headquarters, and consist of 10 ft. 
high letters weighing between 4 and 5 cwt. each. These 
were fixed-with bolts into pre-drilled holes to within 
limits of +; in. The use of a 10-tons capacity mobile 
crane, fitted with a 75-ft. lattice jib, enabled the sign 
manufacturers to fit the tubing and high-tension 
equipment at their factory, and to deliver the letters to 
the site as comrflete units. Similarly proportioned 
**Speedbird *’ motifs, each 30 ft. in length, are 
positioned at each end of the headquarters, and further 
signs are to be erected in due course. 

The entire scheme, which was carried out under the 
supervision on site of the Air Ministry Directorate of 
Works, has involved the use of more than 6,000 tons 
of reinforcing steel, and was erected at the total cost 
of approximately £3 million. 

A list of sub-contractors and suppliers is given below: 

Wire mesh screens, Allen (Fencing), Ltd.; glass bricks and 
metal casements, Aygee, Ltd.: insulated suspended ceilings, 
Anderson Construction Co., Ltd.:; terrazzo, Art Pavements and 
Decorations, Ltd.; concrete surface hardener, A. A. Byrd and 
“o.. Ltd.: roof glazing, putty glazing, vent hoods to cooking 
equipment, British Challenge Glazing Co.: laboratory fittings, 
Baird and Tatlock (London), Ltd.:; external steel entrance doors, 
J. Booth and Sons (Bolton), Ltd.: cast-iron drainage goods, 
Burn Brothers (London), Ltd.:; painting, C. and T. Painters, 
Ltd.; wall and floor tiling, Carter and Co. (London), Ltd.: 
metal gates and screens, H. and C. Davis and Co., Ltd.: lasphalt 
roofs, Durastic, Ltd.: Vermiculite, Dupre Vermiculite (Ex- 
foliators), Ltd.; joinery, East and Son, Ltd.: sanitary fittings, 
J. S. and J. Folkard (London), Ltd.; metal-faced ply doors, 
Flexo Plywood Industries, Ltd.: plastering and granolithic 
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The industrial canteen, on the fourth floor. 
































floors, General Plasterers, Ltd.; metal walkways and handrails, 
General Construction and Engineering Co., Ltd.: sliding door 
track, P. C. Henderson, Ltd.; main hangar doors, Head Wright- 
son Aluminium, Ltd.; roof glazing, W. H. Heywood and Co., 


Ltd.; concrete aggregates, Ham River Grit Co.; “* Key” fibre 
conduits, Key Engineering Co., Ltd.; Lino—tile flooring, 
Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.; hollow clay 


partition blocks, London Brick Co., Ltd.: ‘timber, J. Lenanton 
and Sons, Ltd.; flooring, Marley Tile Co., Ltd.; fireproof doors 
and shutters, Milners Safe Co., Ltd.; acid-resisting drainage 
and floor tiling, Prodorite, Ltd.; special joinery, E. Pollard and 
Co., Ltd.; rubber flooring, Runnymede Rubber Co., Ltd.: 
Thermoplastic flooring, Semtex, Ltd.; metal balustrading and 
ladders, R. Smith (Horley), Ltd.; overhead crane track and 
runways, Matthew T. Shaw and Co., Ltd.; ‘** Gresham ” hollow 
partition blocks, J. H. Sankey, Ltd.; stonework, South Western 
Stone Co., Ltd.: plumbing, Henry Tattersall, Ltd.: cement, 
Tunnel Portland Cement Co., Ltd.; Flint bricks, Uxbridge Flint 
Brick Co., Ltd.; mild steel ‘reinforcing bars, Whitehead Iron 
and Steel Co., Ltd.: deluge and sprinkler installation, Mather 
and Platt, Ltd., Electrical Installations, Ltd., Rashleigh Phipps 
and Co., Ltd.: high pressure compressed air, J. J. Jeffreys and 
Co., Shiphams, Ltd., Williams and James (Engineers), Ltd.; 

high temperature hot water heating, J. J. Jeffreys and Co., 

Fuel Efficiency Co., Ltd., Apex Insulation Co., Ltd., Thermo- 
control Installation Co., Ltd.; domestic hot water, J. a Jeffreys 
and Co.: overhead crane, Geo. W. King, Ltd.; lifts, Express Lift 
Co., Ltd.: ventilation and air conditioning, Norris Warming 
Co., Apex Insulation Co., Fuel Efficiency Co., Ltd.: floor pits, 
Electrical Installations, Lid.; interior lighting with monitoring 
units (offices and workshops), General Electric Co., Ltd.; 
external neon signs, Claude General Neon Lights, Ltd.: wall 
panelling, doors, etc. (senior mess), Ace Associated Woodwork 
‘os., Ltd.; plating plant and anodising equipmen 1 W. Canning 
and Co., Ltd.: glazing, Pilkington Bros., Ltd. 

Ayrshire Dockyard Co., Ltd.: Bellrock Gypsum Industries, 
Ltd.: Benhams and Sons, Ltd.: John Booth and Son, Ltd.: 
William Briggs and Sons, Ltd.: British Thomson Houston, Ltd.; 
Alfred Bullows and Sons, Ltd.: Burgess Products Co., Ltd.;: 
T. Clarke and Co., Ltd.; Frank W. Clifford, Ltd.: Communica- 
tion Systems, Ltd.: Concrete Utilities, Ltd.: Horace W. Cullum 
and Co., Ltd.: Drake and Gorham, Ltd.: Emerson and Norris, 
Ltd.: English Clock System, Ltd.; Fan Equipment, Ltd.; Fleming 
Bros., Ltd.:; Fluorel, Ltd.: George M. Hammer and Co., Ltd.; 
Holloway Bros., Ltd.: Holophane, Ltd.: Horsley Smith and Co. 
(Hayes), Ltd.: Keystone Paint and Varnish Co., Ltd.: Northern 
Aluminium Co., Ltd.: Richards, Ltd.: Ripolin Paint Co., Ltd: 
Rowe Bros. and Co., Ltd.: Semastic, Ltd.: R. W. Sharman, Ltd.; 
Thames Plywood Manufacturers, Ltd.: Troughton and Young, 
Ltd.: Yorkshire Copper Works, Ltd. 
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News of the Week 


THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


AN atmosphere of confidence was evi- 
. dent in the Henry Jarvis Hall at 
Portland-place last Tuesday evening. 
Mr. C. H. Aslin was delivering his second 
inaugural address as president of the 
RIBA, to an audience assured that, under 
his captaincy, the coming session had 
every hope of reaching the standard of 
the last one. Mr. Aslin devoted part of 
his address to an emphasis of the need 
to improve the quality of work produced 
by architects. He expressed the view 
that with the high standards of entry to 
the profession required today, the newly- 
qualified member is as capable of per- 
forming the full duties of an architect as 
his seniors and lacks only experience. 
The emergence of this new class, and the 
obvious impossibility of giving all of its 
members access to senior positions, 
make it desirable to revise the profes- 
sion’s structure to make full use of its 
potentialities. 


Mr. Aslin’s fitness to be at the helm 
in such a metamorphosis was endorsed 
by Sir William Acton, in a reference to 
the president as the civilian equivalent 
of “a good Commanding Officer’ who 
not only ensures that his young architects 
are thoroughly trained, but gives them 
encouragement and allows them to strike 
out on their own behalf at times when 
they might be most useful to himself. 
Sir William stated his conviction that the 
qualities of tact and experience possessed 
by the president would be fully used 
during the coming year. 


NEW CLERK TO LCC 


Mr. W. O. Hart, General Manager of 
Hemel Hempstead Development Cor- 
poration, has been appointed to the post 
of Clerk to the London County Council, 
In succession to Sir Howard Roberts, 
who retires next January. There were 
35 applicants for the post, which carries 
a salary of £5,000 a year. 


A STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 


A NaTIonat Association of Architec- 
tural Students was formed this year 
through the efforts of some twelve of the 
larger architectural schools. It is open 
to all architectural students in Great 
Britain, whether working in schools or 
offices. Its aims are to provide a medium 
for nation-wide contact among archi- 
tectural students through such activities 
as discussions, lectures, exhibitions, study 
groups, exchanges of work, etc. These 
will be organised by regional committees. 
There will also be activities on a national 
evel such as an annual congress and par- 


ticipation in international architectural 
Student activities. 


Ph annual membership subscription 
toe Joining as individuals is 
“Ss. 6d.. and for student societies 6d. per 
member of that society. | Membership 
applications Should be addressed to Mr. 
ne Bailey, Hon. Sec., NAAS, The 
artlett School of — Architecture, 
niversity College, Gower-street, WC1. 
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SHEFFIELD LECTURE 


Mr. BasIL SPENCE, OBE, ARA, ARSA, 
designer of the new Coventry Cathedral, 
gave a lecture at the Sheffield Graves 
Art Gallery on “ Building a New Cathe- 
dral,” on October 28. The lecture was 
part of the city’s Christian Arts Festival 
(October 23 to November 5) during which 
the architectural model of the new 
cathedral has been on view in the gallery 
and will remain there for some weeks. 
There is also an exhibition of architects’ 
original watercolour perspective views of 
outstanding examp!es of post-war church 
design in Britain. They include some of 
Mr. George E. Pace, FSA, FRIBA, Sur- 
veyor of the Diocese of Sheffield, among 
which is the design of the new St. Mark’s 
Church, Broomhill. There is a'so the 
design for the new street frontage of 
Sheffield Cathedral by Mr. Henry Foster, 
Sheffield City Engineer and Planning 
Officer. 


ARCHITECTS NEEDED 


ARCHITECTS are being recruited in 
England to overcome a serious shortage 
in the South Australian Government 
services, according to a report in “ Radio 
Australia News.” 

The Public Service Commissioner in 
South Australia, Mr. Schumacher, said 
that architects now seem to be the most 
sought after of the professional class, and 
the Government was having strong com- 
petition from private firms willing to pay 
up to £A200 a year more than the 
Government pay. He added that the 
Federal Government was having similar 
difficulties. 


EXETER UNIVERSITY ADDITION 


SUBSTANTIAL additions are to be made 
to the accommodation of the University 
of Exeter. A large, new building for the 
faculty of arts will soon be provided on 
the site occupied by the university on 
the northern outskirts of Exeter, and will 
cost nearly £300,000. The architect is 
Sir William Holford, FRIBA, MTPI. A 
benefaction from the former college 
architect, Mr. E. Vincent Harris, OBE, 
RA, FRIBA, will allow the provision of a 
university chapel in the near future. The 
University of Exeter has been reconsti- 
tuted as such on a grant by the Queen 
of a royal charter. 


QS DINNER 


THe Chartered Quantity Surveyors’ 
annual dinner will be held at Grosvenor 
House, Park-lane, WI, on Tuesday, 
November 15, at 7 for 7.30 p.m. The 
principal guest and speaker will be Mr. 
Nigel Birch, Minister of Works. 


SURVEYOR’S ESTATE 


Mr. WiILttiAM HENRY DwUNN, of 
Wimbledon, retired quantity surveyor, 
left estate of £76,512. 


PAVIOURS AT GOLF 


THE Golfing Society of the Worshipful 
Company of Paviours held their autumn 
meeting at the Richmond Golf Club on 
October 27, when beautiful weather, the 
excellent condition of the course and the 
club’s kind hospitality conspired to make 
an occasion very greatly enjoyed by the 
38 members and guests who took part. 
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Arrangements for the day’s play and 
for the dinner which followed were made 
by Mr. John Spring, the hon. secretary, 
and contributed greatly to the pleasure 
of the day. Four-ball matches against 
bogey over 27 holes were played, and 
the best return was by D. D. Stewart and 
R. Style with 9 up, a very good effort. 
Three pairs with 2 up tied for second 
place, L. McGillivray and J. Lacey being 
p!aced 2nd on the last six holes, with 
H. C. Cooper and C. Guyatt 3rd. 


LECTURE POSTPONED 


THE TRUSTEES of the Chadwick Trust 
have announced with regret the post- 
ponement of the lecture “ The Centenary 
of London’s Main Drainage System,” 
arranged to be given on November 17, at 
the Royal Society of Health. It is hoped 
that arrangements may be made for the 
lecture to be given early next year. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Owing to reorganization Mr. W. L. EVERSHED, 
FRICS, formerly of Guildford, is retiring at the end 
of November from service with the War Damage 
Commission and is restarting his private practice 
from his home address at 23. Peverel-road, West 
Worthing, Sussex, where he would be pleased to re- 
ceive trade circulars and information. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


House FOR THE PROFESSIONAL MAN.—No site speci- 
fied for this residence, which is to cost about £4,250, 
including norma! external works. Promoters: Tretol, 
Ltd. Prizes: £250. £150 and £100. Assessor: Mr. 
Clifford Culpin. FRIBA. Conditions from Tetrol, 
Ltd.. Tretol House. The Hyde. NW9. Deposit: £1 Is. 
Closing date: November 8, 1955. August 19, 1955. 

CounciL OFFICES AT ENNISKILLEN, NORTHERN 
IRELAND.—Promoted by Fermanagh County Council. 
Cost not to exceed £45.000. Premiums: £500 and 


£200. Assessor: Mr. R. S. Wilshere, MC, FRIBA, 
FRICS. Last day for questions: 4 p.m., September 
5. 1955. Closing date: 4 p.m., December 20, 1955. 


Dep. £2 2s. Conditions from the Secretary. Fer- 
managh County Council, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh. 
July 8, 1955. 


GOVERNMENT BUILDING: Ucanpa.—Legislative 
council building at Kampala. Promoted bv 
Government of Uganda. Assessor: H. Thornley 
Dyer, FRIBA, AMTPI, advised by K. Begg. FRIBA, 
chief architect. Uganda Public Works Department, 
and G. T. Bragg. AMIMunE. ARICS, town engineer, 
Kampala. Premiums: £750. £500 and £250. Applica- 
tions by August 20, 1955: questions by August 31, 


1955. Closing date: January 21. 1956. Conditions 
from Clerk of Legislative Council, PO Box 2278, 
Kampala. Uganda, East Africa. Deposit: £3 3s. 


July 29, 1955. 
* The date in italics refers to the issue of The 
Builder in which fuller details were published. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, November 3, 1855 


LATE WaGES—DRUNKEN WORKMEN.— 
Whatever repression may be exercised in 
the prevention of Sunday trading, what- 
ever exhortations are poured from the 
pulpit to discourage drunkenness, nothing 
is so sure to lead to infraction of the 
existing laws in this behalf as the incon- 
siderate and inhuman habit of paying the 
artisan the wage of his toil at a late hour 
on the Saturday....Wherever such a 
system [of disbursement] is ordinarily 
practised, the wife and family soon 
learn: she or they attend at the accus- 
tomed place and hour, trying to save all 
they can from the demon of drink; but 
despite the claims on paternity, nay, des- 
pite prospective starvation, too much of 
the week’s pay is expended on_ the 
draught....and the debauch of Saint 
Monday is the sure sequel, until the riot 
of ruin is played out. 

A fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work 
is a good English maxim. _ Let it be 
rendered at a fair time, and a suitable 
hour. Quondam. 
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SCHOOL BUILDING COSTS 
Ministry’s Reply to Deputation from 
County Councils Association 


QFFICIALS of the Ministry of Education 
received a deputation on October 26 
from the County Councils Association, who 
wished to put to the Minister a number of 
points about the cost and control of new 
school building. The deputation was headed 
by Mr. W. E. Stevens, vice-chairman of the 
CCA Education Committee. The Deputy 
Secretary represented the Minister. 

The deputation ‘asked the Minister to 
review further the limits of cost per place 
at the earliest possible date with a view to 
their being raised at least sufficiently to cover 
the increases in building costs since 1953. 
The deputation were reminded that, in 
accordance with arrangements announced in 
Circular 264 for varying the limits of cost 
when the Ministry’s index of school building 
costs showed a movement of 2 per cent. or 
more, the cost limits were raised in April 
of this year to £264 per place for secondary 
schools and £154 for primary schools. 

In the Minister’s present view these 
increases had been adequate. The average 
net cost on tender of secondary schools for 
the months January-September, 1955, was 
£241.9 and the average area per place was 
74.0 sq. ft. The average net cost per place 
on tender of primary schools over the same 
period was nearer the cost limits, being 
£142.3; the average area per place was 42.2 
sq. ft. It thus seemed to the Minister that 
it was possible to design these schools with 
an adequate specification and area within the 
current limits of cost. Moreover, the 
Ministry’s index of costs had not, up to the 
middle of October, shown a two per cent. 
rise. The deputation were told that, 
although the Minister would continue to 
keep the cost of school building under 
review, he could not, in view of the avail- 
able evidence and the general need for 
restriction of capital expenditure, promise an 
immediate increase jn the cost limits. 


“ LIMIT OF ECONOMY PASSED” 


The deputation next expressed concern 
that the Ministry’s financial restrictions 
were beginning to cause educational incon- 
venience and adversely to affect school 
organisation. In the view of the CCA the 
limit of proper economy had been passed. 
The deputation were asked to give instances 
of what was meant by educational incon- 
venience and an adverse effect on school 
organisation, and to indicate where they 
thought the limit of proper economy had 
been passed. They instanced the dual use 
of space, particularly of dining space, and 
reductions in circulation areas. 

It was pointed out to them that the system 
of cost control was related to the educa- 
tional building standards of 1952. If those 
were satisfactory—and they appeared gener- 
ally to have been accepted as such—present 
standards were also satisfactory. The 
periodic adjustments in the cost limits were 
intended to operate so that authorities could 
continue to use as much labour and 
materials on a new school as they did at 
the end of 1952. The cost limits themselves 
were also meant to act as incentives to good 
economic design and consequent high 
quality. 

While such factors as the nature of the 
site and variations in regional building costs 
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would affect authorities in different ways, the 
major factor determining the kind of school 
that was obtained within the cost limit was 
the skill of the architect. The cost limits 
were set to make it possible for the architect 
of average ability to provide a school of a 
reasonable standard. It was, therefore, only 
to be expected that one or two authorities 
would have new schools which were only 
just adequate while a few authorities 
within the same cost limits would be able 
to build schools of exceptional quality. No 
school, however, could be allowed to pro- 
vide less, either in terms of area or physical 
conditions or amenity, than was required by 
the Building Regulations, and in_ the 
Minister’s opinion the cost limits were 
adequate for that minimum provision. 


PERCENTAGE ADDITIONS 


The deputation asked the Minister to 
review the percentage additions to the net 
cost of schools, in respect of roads, paths, 
boundary fencing, site clearance, etc. They 
were told that since the items excluded from 
net cost were those which could be expected 
to differ in extent as between one school 
and another it was not possible to put a 
firm limit of cost on their provision. The 
Minister added a percentage of the limit of 
net cost to each job when compiling a build- 
ing programme to ensure that, taking all 
jobs in a programme together, the total 
amount of money available for capital 
expenditure was not exceeded. The per- 
centage figure, however, was that which was 
found by experience to be the average. 
Estimates of the money thought necessary 
for additional cost items in particular pro- 
posals were always examined on their merits, 
and this year, for instance, the sums actually 
allowed for additional costs varied from 
4 per cent. to 30 per cent. of the net cost. 

The deputation’s final request was that the 
Ministry should re-examine in consultation 
with the Association the whole problem of 
securing satisfactory and generally accept- 
able natural lighting standards in schools. 
They had in mind that the existing formula 
should be simplified, or removed from the 
Regulations and left to the discretion of 
local education authorities. 

The deputation were informed that the 
Minister could not give up his responsibility 
for setting standards. The formula was not 
complex in itself, but only because of the 
complex nature of the subject. It was 
suggested that as a first step towards clarifica- 
tion the Minister should send a letter to the 
Association explaining the background to 
the formula and the reasons for its adoption. 
If the Association then wished to discuss 
the matter further another meeting could be 
arranged. The deputation agreed to this 
course, 


OBITUARY 
R. B. Vardy 


WE announce with regret the death, at 
the age of 69, of Mr. Rowland Barnard 
Vardy, of J. L. Green and Vardy, Ltd., 
cabinet makers. He was responsible for 
the woodwork in the restoration of the 
House of Commons and for the roof of the 
new Guildhall, both under the direction and 
to the designs of Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 
OM, RA. He was also responsible for the 
new woodwork in Lambeth Palace, to the 
designs of Messrs. Seely and Paget, and for 
many other important works. 
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PRIVATE WORK BY COUNCIL’ 


SURVEYOR 


“ Severe Reprimand” Administered 


BRiGG Urban Council issued an order op / 

October 26 that all private work by [7 
officials must cease forthwith, and announced | 
that Mr. Trevor Spurr, the council surveyor, | 


was to be “severely reprimanded.” This 


follows consideration by the council’s estab. | 


lishment committee of the fact that Mr 


Spurr had been engaged in supervising the | 


construction of a bungalow on a building 
site at Messingham-lane, Scawby, which js 








in the adjoining territory of the Brigg Rural © 


Council. His car was seen there at 9.30 a.m, | 
on October 14 and members of the com: | 
mittee inquired why he was there instead of 
in his own department at Brigg. His ex- 
planation, included in the minutes of the 
establishment committee, was that he had 
drawn up the plan of the bungalow and was 
supervising the building. 

The committee reminded Mr. Spurr that | 


4 


more than two years ago a resolution for- |. 


bade their chief officers from engaging in 
private work connected either directly or [ 
indirectly with their official duties without 
the prior consent of the council. 

Mr. Spurr then replied that he thought he 
was within his rights in this matter, and the 
committee then reported the facts to a meet- 
ing of the council for their consideration. 

A report from the council is also to be 
sent to the Ministries which pay part of his 
salary and a statement indicating that if 
there is any recurrence his resignation will 
be asked for. 


SCHOOL BUILDING IN 
STAFFORDSHIRE 


New Programme Announced 


NEw schools to be built in Staffordshire 
= under the county education authority's 
1956-57 programme, which have _ been 
approved for inclusion in the main pro 
gramme by the Minister of Education, will 
cost approximately £1,500,000, it was an | 
nounced at the quarterly meeting of the 
authority on October 29. The main pro 
jects are a grammar-technical school a f 
Brierley Hill, provisionally estimated at 
£280,000, and a similar school at Aldridge, 
provisionally estimated to cost £220,000. J 
The first instalment of a grammar-technical | 
school at Wednesfield will cost £180,000. | 
Other projects include schools at Cat 
nock, Stafford, Rugeley and Wednesbury. 
At the meeting the education authority 
accepted a general education sub-commille’ § 
proposal that the architect should prepatt 
plans and estimates of the cost of a Swit F 
ming bath for the next new five-stream 0 § 
larger secondary school. The suggestion for 
providing swimming baths for schools wi 
made by the Director of Education, Mr 
J. H. Parker Oxspring, earlier in the year 
The Ministry had recognised the need fo © 
swimming baths and had agreed that in nev 
schools which were allowed to have !o 
gymnasia, a swimming bath might be buil 
instead of one of the gymnasia provided the 
cost came within the permitted cost of th 
whole school. He proposed that county five: : 
stream and larger secondary schools shoul 
have an indoor bath with chlorinating and 
heating plant. Smaller schools should have 
an open air bath. 
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The Use of Electric Lamps 


LIGHTING CONFERENCE PAPER 


PAPER entitled “The Use and 
Abuse of Modern Electric Lamps ” 


AMIEE, FIES, on October 20, as the 
opening paper in a short series of confer- 
ences for architects on electric lighting. 
The conferences were arranged by the 
Lighting Service Bureau of the Electric 
Lamp Manufacturers’ Association and 
held at the Bureau, 2, Savoy Hill, Strand, 
WC2. The chairman for the opening 
lecture-discussion was Mr. V. C. H. 
Creer, MA, chairman of the Council of 
ELMA. 

The following extracts are taken from 
Mr. Atkinson’s paper : — 

In lamps, there is nothing cheaper and 
nothing simpler to instal than the fila- 
ment lamp. Filament lamps are especi- 
ally applicable where one or more of 


. the following conditions apply: a fami- 


liar colour of light is required and over- 
emphasis of reds is unimportant; lamps 
ate to be dimmed to zero, or to low 
brightness for short periods; a degree of 
sparkle or glint is required on lighted 
objects; lamps are switched frequently; 
current is cheap; the light is to be con- 
fined to a directional beam; the initial 
cost of the installation is considered of 
greater importance than running cost; 
lamps will be used only occasionally. 

Below are given details of ordinary 
general service lamps : — 

Internally silica coated: For a domestic and 
commercial use up to 200W where the lamp 
is not normally seen, but parts of the fitting 
or its suspension may cast shadows on the 
ceiling or upper walls. 

Pearl bulb: For all normal purposes, up to 
150W, except where “silica”? lamps are pre- 
ferred. 

Clear bulb: For applications where a “ hard ” 
shadowy light is preferred. They produce glitter 
(chandeliers, glass displays, etc.). Also for in- 
dustrial fittings above 150W and commercial 
fittings above 200W. Clear lamps must be used 
if a fitting is to have precise optical control of 
the light. 

Reflector lamps: (150W and 75W tungsten 
filament). For high-lighting window and in- 
terior displays where ease of adjustment and 
compactness of lighting equipment are important: 
~ porthole” lighting for domestic and other 
interiors; local lighting from a distance in in- 
dustry, and short-range floodlighting of limited 
exterior surfaces. 

frojector lamps: Slide and film apparatus 
and accurate lens systems must have projector 
lamps to suit the particular optical design. 

_ Rough service: Where the lamp may be sub- 
 Jected to shock or heavy vibration—portable 
farage lamps, local lighting mounted on work- 
benches, etc. Also perhaps for the ceiling light 
a living-room beneath nursery or playroom. 
| _ Candle lamps: Wall brackets where lamp is 
at least partially screened. Multi-arm ceiling 
tings, and as a substitute for candles in chan- 
elers where sparkle is essential. 
|, dingle-capped tubular: Wall brackets where 
amp Is unscreened. At sides of mirrors. 
Double-capped tubular: Anywhere a line of 
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. fight IS required in a_ restricted space, but 
Fescent Is not favoured. Showcases, shelf 

; otis, self-lighted display boxes, aquaria, etc. 
ie rehitectural tubular: As above, but the lamp 

4 ne | a° Viewed without discomfort. For mirrors 
Occasional ” decorative effects. The side 


: Connections to these lamps ‘ } 
butt them together, ps makes it possible to 
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light more strongly than others, which 
they absorb. They can only reflect a 
colour of light if it is there to be reflected; 
if, say, no red light is present, red cur- 
tains cannot reflect it and so appear black 
or a dark grey. In other words, if you 
want to see all colours at once you must 
have a light containing all colours, and 
at roughly equal strength, otherwise some 
colours will look too bright and some 
too subdued. 

As long as coloured light is discussed 
in terms of saturated colour the position 
is fairly obvious, but it is when we come 
to white light that the architect finds com- 
plications setting in, for just as in the 
case of the sodium yellow and the mix- 
ture which produced a yellow, so can 
matching white light “ chords ” be decep- 
tive, and it is this fact that has led to 
much criticism of fluorescent lamps in 
the past. 

EFFECT ON THE EYE 

The eye is selective and far more sen- 
sitive to yellow-green than red and blue. 
Therefore, if the aim is to make a 
fluorescent lamp of very high efficiency 
the natural tendency is to arrange for it 
to convert the bulk of the electrical 
energy to yellow-green. When this light 
energy reaches the eye which is sensitive 
to yellow-green it gets the sensation of a 
lot of light. There is, in fact, a lot of 
light: and it is, in fact, a most efficient 
lamp. But the colour rendering is not 
very good because of the comparative 
lack of red and blue energy. Conversely, 
a lamp with a superb colour rendering 
must necessarily contain plenty of red 
and blue light and be less efficient by 
comparison. These are effects which 
depend upon the behaviour of the 
eye and not upon the whims of the lamp 
manufacturer. 

Efficiency is, of course, important, but 
I feel it is not as important as many 
people seem to think. The fact is that 
all well-made fluorescent lamps nowadays 
are so efficient that choice of suitable 
colour can and should be put first where 
circumstances seem to require it. For 
what, after all, is the use of a great deal 
of light if it is the wrong colour for the 
job? 

The following descriptions give an idea 
of the colour renderings that can be ex- 
pected from the present-day range of 
fluorescent lamps: 

New Warm White: Here is a lamp of 
exceptionally high efficiency obtained at 
some slight sacrifice of colour property, 
in the sense that the middle parts of the 
spectrum are emphasised at the expense 
of the ends. That means that if you are 
critically concerned with the appearance 
of people or things this is probably not 
the lamp to use, for it makes people look 
rather sallow, dulls reds and is inclined 
to deaden or give a purple tinge to blues. 
But it is very much the lamp to use where 
colour isn’t very important but quantity 
of light is, as is certainly the case in 
streets, the great majority of factories and 
many industrial offices. 
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Daylight: There is not quite so much 
light from this lamp, the main difference 
in colour being that it has rather more 
blue-green and rather less yellow, giving 
a white effect. With the exception of 
gold-coloured objects, I suggest this 
lamp also is suitable for the applications 
just mentioned, particularly where a good 
apparent match with outdoor daylight is 
required, as, for instance, where the light- 
ing will be used to supplement daylight 
during daytime. Provided there is plenty 
of it, we have also found this colour quite 
satisfactory for commercial offices. Red 
colours still appear weakly, blues again 
take on a purplish tinge. 

Natural: This lamp combines both, a 
high-efficiency and good colour-render- 
ing properties. It gives rather better 
colour but not quite so much light as 
either of those previously mentioned. It 
has been used very successfully in shops 
other than those selling food, fabrics and 
fashions, and is very good for offices. 
It is, in fact, a first-class general-purpose 
light which doesn’t differ widely from 
outdoor daylight. 

Colour-Matching.—This lamp gives a 
very white light and, although it tends 
to look almost bluish by comparison with 
filament lighting, it is excellent for show- 
ing reds and pinks. The blues also show 
up far better and more clearly than under 
anything else. The whole effect is lively 
and fresh. This lamp shows colours 
almost exactly as you see them by out- 
door daylight. 

We are often asked what a particular 
colour looks like under a particular sort 
of light, but I am afraid this is a question 
which it is impossible to answer verbally. 
There is, in fact, no language which can 
adequately describe colour, but we have 
facilities in the ELMA Lighting Service 
‘Bureau for showing any normal colour of 
light, and if architects care to come to us 
with their colours they can then see for 
themselves what kind of effect is pro- 
duced. 

On the question of economics I would 
like to suggest that you suggest to your 
clients that it is always advantageous to 
use the best type of lighting for the job 
even if its first cost is greater, for if it 
is the best it will certainly give the most 
satisfaction and may well prove to be the 
more economical in the long run. 


DISCUSSION 


The first speaker in the discussion fol- 
lowing Mr. Atkinson’s paper was Mr. 
Michael Pattrick, ARIBA, AADip]. 
Director of Education of the School of 
Architecture of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, London. 

Mr. PATTRICK said that in his view 
architects should know considerably more 
about lighting.. Fluorescent lamps, for 
example, had met with much criticism, 
but he was sure that even their most 
adamant critics might well have had their 
opinions changed by Mr. Atkinson’s 
demonstrations. He, himself, had been 
most interested in the variations in the 
shadow-forming properties of the clear, 
pearl and silica lamps, as previously he 
had not realised that there was so great 
a difference. 

Mr. Pattrick then mentioned the de- 
sign of fittings and said that he had been 
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impressed by some he had seen in Hals- 
ingborg this summer, particularly one in 
which the filament had been directly 
sealed into the surrounding glassware, 
thus eliminating a separate bulb. 

He thought that the architectural pro- 
fession would make much more use of 
fluorescent lighting if its members were 
certain that it would give them the same 
degree of comfort as the familiar light 
from filament lamps. Flicker, he said, 
was frequently mentioned, and it was not 
sufficient for the lighting engineer to say 
that this was only imagination. 

Mr. C. S. WHITE, FRIBA, disagreed 
that lighting was always left to last. He 
felt that many architects fully realised 
its importance, but greater attention 
should be given to the reflection factor 
and texture of interior surfaces. In 
recent experiments which he had been 
conducting he had been astonished how 
much the amount of light in rooms of the 
same area differed with different wall 
surfaces. 

Mr. A. R. F. ANDERSON, FRIBA, said 
that he thought that the present series of 
conferences was very timely. The hor- 
rible misuse of fluorescent lighting in the 
past few years had done an immense 
amount of harm and architects were 
among the first people who should be 
shown how to use it properly. 

Replying to the discussion, Mr. 
ATKINSON said that good installation de- 
sign usually results in flicker being un- 
noticeable, and he was confident that no 
one in the fluorescent-lit room in which 
they were sitting was aware of any dis- 
comfort or distraction. Further reduc- 
tion of flicker could be effected if desired 
by adopting a simple alternative circuit. 
He agreed that the lighting installation 
was frequently singled out for last- 
minute economies, but suggested that this 
might not happen so frequently if con- 
sideration of the lighting came as early 
in the job as it deserved. 

He was entirely in agreement with Mr. 
Anderson. There were still far too many 
unplanned and haphazard fluorescent 
installations in existence, and more were 
put into service every day. Much of the 
trouble would have been avoided if 
architects had been consulted. Fluor- 
escent tubes which were too obtrusive 
were just as unpleasant as any other type 
of bare lamp. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISION 
Proposed Development at Edenbridge 


THe Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has now announced his 
decision on the London County Council’s 
proposals for development at Edenbridge. 

A public inquiry into these proposals was 
held by a representative of the Minister who 
heard many points of view expressed for 
and against the London County Council’s 
application for planning permission to 
develop for housing and industry about 170 
acres of land at Edenbridge. 

The effect of the Minister’s decision is to 
provide a compromise between the London 
County Council’s wishes and the views put 
forward by the Kent County Council, as 
local planning authority, and its supporters. 
The Minister grants consent for limited 
development of specified areas. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


The Chancellor's Review 


AVING spent three months “in the 
country” members of Parliament 
returned to Westminster on October 25 
refreshed in body but bewildered in mind, 
writes our Parliamentary correspondent. It 
was known that their session, started in June 
after the election. would be long and 
arduous, but few imagined, when they left 
in July, that within 24 hours of the re- 
assembly they would be faced with a 
Budget, injected as it would have to he into 
a tightly drawn timetable. 

What confused so many was not so much 
that Mr. Butler had had to resort to this 
powerful instrument to secure what his 
earlier and administrative efforts had failed 
to achieve—a check in inflation at home 
but that they should have been called on to 
tackle the question before they had had 
time to settle down after their long holiday. 
And after it had been introduced there was 
still bewilderment, and the general reaction 





was, to paraphrase a well-known song, 
“Oh, Mr. Butler, whatever have you 
done? ” 


Apart from increases in purchase tax and 
profits tax which would provide revenue, 
the main burden of the proposals fell on 
local authorities, particularly on their hous- 
ing programmes, to such an extent that 
there were fears that those schemes would 
be brought to a standstill and that any 
benefits which might accrue to ratepayers 
from a reduction in the rate poundage, 
because of variations in valuations due to 
operate next April, would not now be forth- 
coming. 


SUBSIDISED HOUSING 


During his speech, Mr. BUTLER pointed 
out that by far the largest element in the 
investment expenditure of local authorities 
—which represented about one-fourth of the 
nation’s investment—was subsidised hous- 
ing. It represented a capital expenditure of 
£390m. in 1954. 

But the Chancellor was in no doubt that 
there would be no diminution in the number 
of houses built in England and Wales this 
year. ‘“ House-building,” he said, “ con- 
tinues at a high rate; and there is no reason 
to doubt that the total number of houses 
completed in Great Britain will substantially 
exceed 300,000 this year, and will, if all 
goes well, probably be somewhere near that 
figure in 1956. Thus, in the five years since 
the end of 1951, about 1,500,000 houses will 
have been built; and just under 2,500,000 
since the end of the war. Of these, about 
2m. are houses built by public authorities 
for Jetting. Nevertheless, local authorities 
still need to build a very large number of 
houses, more especially for two purposes: 
first, to rehouse families now living in slums, 
and second, to provide homes and industrial 
facilities in new and expanded towns for the 
excess population of the large congested 
cities.” 

Against that background the Government 
had been examining housing subsidies, and 
after forecasting a statement on that matter 
by Mr. Sandys, he went on: “It will be 
our policy in tuture to concentrate the sub- 
sidy as far as possible on the special pur- 
poses to which I have referred. Our inten- 
tion is to abolish the Exchequer housing 
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subsidy for other purposes as soon as pos- 
sible, and meanwhile to reduce it substan- 
tially.” 

This produced a storm of protest from 
the Opposition, and the Chancellor was 
subjected to noisy interruptions from angry 
Labour members as he proceeded to outline 
the Government's proposals to reduce capj- 
tal expenditure by local authorities, and 
the new methods he intended to deal with 
borrowing by those authorities. 

The Government, he went on, had decided | 
to reinforce their appeal in July by asking 
local authorities not only to observe par- | 
ticular restraint in their current expenditure. 
but also “to review their capita) expendi- 
ture, with the object of ensuring that, in the 
financial year 1956-57, it will not exceed the 
expenditure of the year which ended last 
March in England and Wales and last May | 
in Scotland.” The Government are leaving | 
it to the authorities to decide, in the light i 
of local conditions, which of the various | 
capital projects can be delayed with the 
least damage to the standards of their ser- 
vices. t 





MONETARY MEASURES 

Stating that he intended to support this | 
action by monetary measures, Mr. Butler | 
pointed out that it would be wrong to 
exempt the local authorities from the pres- 
sure of interest rates, and he had not hesi- 
tated to vary the lending rates of the local | 
loans fund to keep them in line with the mar. | 
ket. Hitherto, local authorities had used the | 
Exchequer as a source from which they | 
could borrow as it suited them. But within 
their loan sanctions there had been no limit 
to the amount of their borrowing from the | 
Exchequer; and they had had the benefit 
of rates based on Government credit. 

In the 29 weeks so far, demands on the 
Exchequer for this purpose had already 
amounted to £223m., an increase of £83m. | 
by comparison with the same period last | 
year. “This drain,” he said, “is not due | 
to any increase in the capital formation of 
local authorities. It is due to the fact that. 
when interest rates have been rising, the 
local authorities have chosen to concentrate 
their borrowing on the Public Works Loan | 
Board. As a direct result, the Exchequer | 
has been obliged to raise these large sums | 
by increasing the floating debt, and this f 
increase, by the operation of the monetary | 
system, has diminished the pressure on the | 
liquidity of the banks and added to thc 
difficulties of credit control. 

“In the next 18 months or so the capital 
expenditure of the local authorities may be | 
expected to fall. It is probable that the | 
reduction in housing expenditure will com | 
tinue; at the same time, if the local author’ | 
ties succeed, as I am sure they will, in catty- 
ing out the Government’s wishes in the res! 
of their programmes, their other capital 
expenditure will be no larger than it Wa) 
last year. This contraction of expenditure | 
provides the opportunity for a change ny 
the local authorities’ arrangements fot | 
raising the capital finance. i 

E 


GOVERNMENT LENDING 


“I have therefore decided to exercise ¢ 
check on the volume of Government lend: i 
ing to local authorities. 1 am not suggestili § 
that any local authority, or class of author! 
ties, should be denied the right of -, 
to the Public Works Loan Board. But 
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have asked the Board, before it grants any 
advances in future, to put all applicants on 
inquiry as to their ability to raise the finance 
on their own credit, either in the stock mar- 
ket or in the mortgage market. I intend 
that all authorities who can borrow on their 
own credit shall make full use of the capa- 
city of both markets, with corresponding 
relief to the demands on Exchequer. 

“I know that this change implies a sub- 
stantial modification in the financial prac- 
tice of loca] authorities. Transitional 
arrangements may well be required in order 
to avoid dislocation, and to ensure that 
there is no risk of delay in meeting commit- 
ments which the authorities, relying on past 
practice, have already incurred. We are 
fortunate, however, in having standing 
machinery for consulting the local autnori- 
ties about arrangements for borrowing from 
the Public Works Loan Board; and I intend 
to use this machinery in order to ensure 
that the transition is carried out as smoothly 
as possibie. 

“At the same time, I propose to change 
the present practice whereby an authority is 
charged a rate based on its own credit if it 
borrows on the market, but a rate based on 
Government credit if it borrows from 
the Public Works Loan’ Board. In 
future, an authority which makes its case 
for borrowing from the Board will pay 
a rate reflecting not Government credit 
but the credit of local authorities of good 
standing in the market for loans of compar- 
able periods. The local loans rates now in 


’ operation are 5 per cent. on advances for 


periods of five years and over, and 44 per 
cent. on advances up to five years. Given 
current market levels, I consider that these 
rates provide at least a fair starting point 
for the new policy of Jocal loans rates based 
on local authority credit; and for the 
present I do not propose to change them.” 


PROJECTS POSTPONED 


Having thus dealt severely with local 
authorities, the Chancellor then offered his 
sop to Cerberus. ‘The Government,” he 
said, “‘ must exercise a similar restraint in its 
own capital programmes. We have examined 
the present programme of new Government 
building, and have considered which pro- 
jects can be postponed with least detriment 


to our interests and without waste of expendi- 
ture.” 


He outlined three such schemes as 
examples. 
“First, the Westminster Hospital site, 


which was acquired in 1947, for the purpose 
of providing a new Colonial Office building, 
at an estimated cost of some £3m. We have 
now decided that, for the present, we must 
discontinue the work at the point it has 
Now reached—that is to say, at basement 
level. Then there is the site in Horseferry- 
road, which has been acquired for the erec- 
tion of new Government offices, estimated 
to cost nearly £3m. Here, again, we have 
decided to halt the work at basement level. 


“We have also had ‘to look particularly 
closely at plans for Government buildings 
Overseas, since this is a field in which 
savings have a double effect, on the balance 
of payments as well as on the toial of 
Government expenditure. One major pro- 
Ject, which has now reached the sketch plan 
Stage, is that for a new office in Washington, 
to house the staff of the Embassy and other 
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United Kingdom missions, at a total cost 
of about £1m. We had hoped to make a 
start with this building by the end of 1956; 
but we have reluctantly decided that we 
should not be justified, in present circum- 
stances, in proceeding with plans which may 
involve us in heavy dollar expenditure, if 
not now then in 12 or 18 months’ time. 

“There is a number of other, more long- 
term projects, where we may have to con- 
sider spreading expenditure over a longer 
period than we had hoped. One of these is 
the Royal Mint. which, because as Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, I am_ ex-officio 
Master, Worker and Warden, I have long 
wished to see more adequately housed than 
it is at present. We shall have to look at 
the timing of the plans for this and other 
projects.” 


“ REINTRODUCE BUILDING 
LICENSING ” 


During the concluding stages of the debate 
on the Budget, Mr. HarRo_D WILSON, 4 
former President of the Board of Trade, 
suggested that the Government should re- 
verse its building policy and return to a 
system of building licences. 

His reason for this proposal was to re- 
duce what he described as “ unessential 
building.” He said that a reasonable cut 
could be made in the vast amount of such 
building which had occurred since decon- 
trol. The erection of petrol stations, public 
houses and cinemas could go on, but council 
houses were to be cut. Vast new motor 
showrooms could be built, but hospitals had 
to be reduced. Office buildings were mush- 
rooming, but schools had to be reduced. 


Mr. Wilson’s comments about hospital 
building brought an immediate rebuttal from 
Mr. Butler, and there was a conflict about 
what the Chancellor had said in his Budget 
speech, and how it should be interpreted. 

Mr. BUTLER pointed out that he had said 
the hospital building programme was to con- 
tinue as announced, and that he had made 
no statement that hospitals would be cut. 

Mr. WILSON said that the Chantcellor’s 
statement was on record. He had made it 
plain that the hospital authorities were to 
be asked to review their capital expenditure. 

Mr. BUTLER said that he was not referring 
to the hospital building programme. No new 
hospitals had been built since the war, and 
it was a source of pride to the Government 
that they had been able to maintain the 
education programme and also to start a 
new hospital building programme. The 
Minister of Health had communicated with 
the regional boards about capital expendi- 
ture which was not of first priority. 

Mr. WILSON said that the credit squeeze 
did not affect those companies which had 
large reserves of capital. Oil companies had 
vast reserves and would not be prevented 
from building petrol stations. That applied 
to large office buildings which were going up 
in the City of London. The brewery com- 
panies would continue to build public 
houses. The Government should reintro- 
duce building licensing to reduce “un- 
essential building” and enable essential 
building to take place. 

LABOUR CRITICISM REBUTTED 

Replying the Labour 


to motion 


their financial policy, MR. BUTLER answered 





of 
censure on himself and the Government for 
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the suggestion made by Mr. Harold Wilson 
on Friday that the Government should 
reintroduce building licensing. He said that 
Mr. Wilson had made the untrue suggestion 
that the removal of controls had endangered 
the capital programme for the social ser- 
vices, and had used this to justify the return 
to licensing. 

The total of new building last year was 
likely to run at about £1,200m., and should 
be higher this year. The share of mis- 
cellaneous building—offices, shops, churches 
and everything else—apart from housing, 
public and industrial building was only 
about 8 per cent. The Government had 
deliberately analysed this because they were 
aware of anxieties about the nature of the 
building increases. Between 1954 and 1955 
the increase in miscellaneous building was 
estimated at about £20m. About half of that 
was new office building, mainly in London, 
for which a programme had been approved 
before licensing came to an end. 


There was also some provision for the 
building of-new churches, which left rather 
less than £10m. for shops, cinemas and 
similar buildings. There were no separate 
figures for public-houses and petrol stations. 
There were only three new cinemas being 
built in the entire country, and he hoped 
that what he had said was an answer to 
Mr. Wilson. 


“We shall continue to watch the building 
situation to see how it develops,” Mr. Butler 
went on. “At the moment the proportion 
of various buildings being erected is not 
unsatisfactory, but we shall continue to 
watch the situation to see whether building 
is satisfactory and fulfils the social needs of 
the country.” : 

Referring to the Government's decision 
about housing subsidies, which, the Chan- 
cellor said, had been described by Mr. 
Gaitskell as outrageous and reactionary, he 
said that the Government were following 
a policy and philosophy in which they 
believed as social reformers. -They could 
not understand where the equity lay in the 
claim that those who occupied council 
houses had by that fact a prescriptive right 
for any duration to be subsidised by rate- 
payers and taxpayers. The subsidy was 
being concentrated where it was most 
needed—in slum clearance and overspill. 

Mr. Wilson’s contention that hospital 
building was being cut was rebutted by Mr. 
TAIN MACLEOD, Minister of Health, during 
question time on October 31. He said that 
the Chancellor had been subjected to much 
misrepresentation in this matter, and went 
on: “I announced the programme for the 
three years, 1956-58, in the House in two 
statements, one in February and the other 
in July. That programme stands, every hos- 
pital, every ward, every bed of it, and I 
am deeply grateful to the ChanceHor that 
he has been able to keep the green light fixed 
on that programme. 

“ There are other programmes of regional 
hospital boards, and we are now moving 
to a period of building twice as much as 
the Socialists undertook. I have thought it 
right to write to all the chairmen and assure 
them that the allocations are not being cut, 
nor is there any change in the special under- 
taking about the Whitley awards. In view 
of the Chancellor’s decision I regard it as 
the duty of all of us to do everything we 
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can to see the monies available are not 
being wasted.” 


Subsidies on New Housing to be 


Abolished 
YHE Government subsidy on _ future 
houses for general needs is to be 


abolished, but the rates of subsidy on houses 
already built or building will not be altered. 
This was announced by Mr DUNCAN 
Sanpys, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, in the House of Commons, on 
October 27. 

He stated that the subsidy on houses built 
as part of slum clearance schemes would be 
maintained at the existing level of about 
£22 a house. In the special circumstances 
of small towns or districts which are being 
expanded to accommodate overspill popu- 
Jation the Exchequer subsidy will be raised 
by £2 to £24. The system of housing alloca- 
tions is to be ended. The Rent Acts are 
to be reviewed, and the Government’s policy 
on this will be announced in due course. 

Mr, Sandys’ statement was received by the 
Opposition with repeated jeers and other 
cries of dissent. When he sat down there 
was loud and prolonged booing. 

Mr. James Stuart, Secretary of State for 
Scotland, made a statement indicating that 
there was to be a review of housing sub- 
sidies in Scotland. but that any change 
would be deferred until after legislation had 
been passed to give effect: to the Sorn com- 
mittee’s report on valuation and rating. 

Mr. Sanpys said that the basic subsidy 
of about £22 a house was fixed a year ago. 
* Since then,” he continued, “ rates of interest 
on loans. have risen appreciably, and if the 
Government were to follow the previous 
practice of adjusting subsidies to take 
account of such changes, the basic subsidy 
would now have to be raised to well over 
£30. 

“But the Government do not consider 
that such an increase is either necessary or 
desirable. Local authorities own about 

' 1,250,000 houses built before the war. and 
a further 1,500,000 built since the war. The 
‘Exchequer subsidies which they are receiv- 
ing on these existing houses amount in al! 
to nearly £47m. a year. 

“There is no doubt that, in general. 
council house rents are to-day being sub- 
sidised to a greater extent than the financial 
circumstances of the individual tenants 
“yequire. This ‘shows that the amount of 
subsidy which the Exchequer is now paying 
out in respect of existing houses is unneces- 
‘sarily large and provides a margin which 
could properly be used for financing some 
part of the future house-building pro- 
‘gramme. 


USE OF HOUSING POOI 

“For a number of. years there will con- 
tinue to be a large demand for more houses 
and in many areas the shortage is still 
serious. But most, if not all, the authorities 
which have long waiting lists possess a big 
pool of existing houses upon which they are 
receiving Jarge amounts of subsidy. These 
usually include many pre-war houses, built 
at much lower cost.. Provided, therefore, 
that they subsidise only. those tenants who 
require subsidising, and only to the extent 
of their need, local authorities should be 
well able to continue building the new 
houses they. require ,with...appreciably less 
Exchequer assistance than hitherto. 
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“We are not proposing that the rates of 
subsidy on houses already built or building 
should be altered: but we have come to the 
conclusion that the subsidy on _ future 
houses, built for general needs, should be 
abolished altogether. In order not to make 
the transition too abrupt, we propose, for a 
year or so, to pay a much reduced annual 
subsidy of £10 a house. 

“Since we wish to encourage local autho- 
ries to restart the slum clearance campaign 
with all possible vigour, we have decided, 
as a matter of policy, to maintain the sub- 
sidy on houses built for this purpose at the 
existing level of £22. 

“What I have said about the position of 
local authorities as a whole does not apply 
to the corporations of the new towns. They 
do not possess any pool of low-cost pre-war 
houses. and consequently their rents are 
substantially above the general average. A 
special problem arises also in the case of 
authorities of small towns or districts which 
are being expanded to accommodate over- 
spill population from congested cities. 

“We propose, therefore, in these special 
circumstances, to provide a basic Exchequer 
subsidy of £24, an increase of £2 over the 
existing rate.” Mr. Sandys continued. A 
Bill to effect those and other consequential 
changes would be introduced the following 
week, and the new subsidy rates would 
apply to any dwetlings for which tenders 


were approved bv local authorities after 
that date. 
DIFFERENTIAL RENTS 
Unless local authorities exercised more 


discrimination in giving rent relief to their 
tenants. there was bound to be a continued 
misuse of public money. At present coun- 
cils were discouraged from introducing dif- 
ferential rent schemes because no matter 
how much they increased their revenue from 
rents they still had to pay into the housing 
revenue account a fixed contribution from 
the rates. “We therefore propose to 
abolish this obligation. This will allow 
local authorities, if they so desire, to use 
any savings they may make to reduce the 
rate burden. and will give them for the first 
time an incentive to adopt realistic rent 
policies. 

“The revision of the subsidies has pro- 
vided a convenient opportunity to look 
again at the system of housing allocations. 
There is no doubt that this control has 
caused friction, and IT have accordingly 
decided to bring it to an end. Local authori- 
ties will henceforth be left to determine the 
size of their own housing programmes and 
I look to them to keep their demands upon 
our building resources within reasonable 
bounds. 

“The reduction in the rates of subsidy 
will tend to encourage local authorities to 
charge rents more in line with current wages 
and the present-day value of money. In 
this connection, the Government recognise 
that the level of rents of council houses and 
that of privately owned houses are inter- 
related. Since most of these latter are sub- 
ject to rent control, it will clearly be neces- 
sary for us to review the provisions of the 


Rent Acts. This we shall now do; and we 
shall announce our conclusions in due 
course. 


“The proposed .changes in the subsidy 
rates will have the effect of slowing down 
the annual growth of Exchequer expendi- 
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ture on housing. But, since they will not 
affect the subsidies payable on _ houses 
already built, they cannot, of course, reduce 
the present total of the subsidy bill. Never- 
theless, | believe that it will be generally 
recognised that the policy which I have 
announced represents an important step in 
the direction of restoring some measure of 
reality to our housing finance.” 
SCOTTISH REVIEW 

Mr. Sruart recalled that in June, 1954, 
he told the House that he had decided to 
postpone any review of Scottish housing 
subsidies until the Government had reached 
conclusions on the recommendations of the 
Sorn Committee on valuation and rating. 
Last June, he reminded members, he 
announced that the Government had decided 
to introduce legislation to implement the 
committee’s main proposals, including the 
abolition of owner’s rates. “I hope to be 
able to bring this legislation before the 
House shortly,” he added. 

The abolition of the owner’s rates would 
involve a major change in the financial posi- 
tion of local authorities as house owners 
and would eliminate what had been a sub- 
stantial factor in the calculation of Scottish 
housing subsidies. 

“IT propose to put in hand, in consultation 
with the local authority associations, a 
review of the amount of housing subsidies,” 
Mr. Stuart went on. “ This review will be 
a comprehensive one and will take into 
account not only the effect of the abolition 
of owner’s rates but also all other relevant 
factors. For example, it will be necessary 
to have regard to the fact that the present 
level of local authority rents is low and 
that increased rents could be charged which 
would not be beyond the means of the 
majority of tenants if the subsidy on all 
local authority houses—pre-war and _ post: 
war—-were pooled. Hardship in individual 
cases could be avoided by the local autho- 
rities Operating a system of rent rebates. 

“Legislation will be necessary to give 
effect to the revision of subsidies, but this 
will have to be deferred until after the 
Sorn legislation. In the meantime, subsidies 
will continue at their present level.” What 
Mr. Sandys had said about the Rent Restric- 
tions Acts applied to Scotland as well a 
to England and Wales. 

“BLACK NEWS FOR TENANTS” 

Mr. MITCHISON said that this “ devastal 
ing statement’ was black news for ever) 
tenant in the land, whether in a councl § 
or private house, and black news for every | 
family in need of a house. What the Minis: 
ter was doing by his surrender to landlord: i 
ism was to substitute for need the ability 10 
pay when people had to get a home. A mos! 
intolerable burden would be placed on the 
backs of local authorities, who had mort | 
than enough to do already and they would } 
be unable to carry through their duty ol 
providing houses in blitzed towns and else- 
where. 4 

Mr. SANDYS confessed that he did no 
know what Mr. Mitchison was talking 
about. It had always been clear that it We 
the intention of Parliament that the i 
sidy should not go to persons who did 10 











need it, and the relief should only go F 


those in. need, and only so Jong as the) 


needed it. 


He added, in reply to Mr. Clement Davies, bE 
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the Liberal leader, that there would not be 
many cases where local authorities would 
not be able, without difficulty and hardship 
to tenants, to continue the building of. such 
houses as were needed with the subsidy 
rates he had announced. That assumed they 
would consider their subsidy as a single 
pool, and that they would subsidise only 
those tenants who required it and only to 
the extent required. 


pe oe 


Slum Clearance Programme 


N reply to questions by the Hon. Mrs. 

Trevor Rose, at the Council’s meeting on 
October 25, Mr. W. G. Fiske, chairman of 
the housing committee. said that in relation 
to the Council’s slum clearance programme 
there would be 16,500 families to be 
removed from property that was to be 
declared unfit, and 3,500 more from property 
not actually unfit but adjoining the unfit 
property in such a way that its removal was 
also essential. The whole operation was 
likely to be completed within seven to eight 
years. 

Housing Revenue Accounts 

Mr. RoBerT L. ViGARS asked the chair- 
man of the housing committee, after allow- 
ing for the increases in rents now proposed 
and on the basis of the current year’s 
estimates, what annual contribution from 
the rates (in addition to the statutory rate 
and Exchequer contributions of approxi- 
mately £4,750,000) would be required to 
balance (a) the operating loss, and (b) other 
charges on the housing revenue accounts? 

Mr. W. G. Fiske said that if the pro- 
posed rent increases and increase of the 
tepairs transfer to £25 a dwelling had applied 
for the full year, the figures, on the basis of 
the current year’s estimates, in respect of the 
statutory housing revenue account, would 
be: (a) Onerating loss. £260,000; (b) other 
charges (including the running of the wait- 
ing list, debt charges, uncompleted dwellings 
and staff engaged on capital work, which 
cannot be charged to that account), £650,000. 

In addition, the charge in respect of trans- 
actions outside the statutory housing revenue 


account would be: (a) Operating loss. 
£83,000; (b) other charges. £483,000 (which 
inlude contributions to Metropolitan 


Borough Councils and housing associations, 

and improvement grants. etc.). 

WAGES WARNING TO BUILDERS 
Dangers of “ Free-for-all”” Policy 
Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, National 

of the Birmingham Association of Building 

Trades Employers, at Birmingham, on Octo- 


me 28, said: “In many industries today 
Shortages of particular classes of labour are 
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each year by a National Joint Council- 
representing employers and operatives—after 
careful consideration of all aspects of the 
national economy. To ignore these agree- 
ments, and to pay plus-rates and bonuses 
which are not related to output, is to 
encourage a wages ‘free-for-all’ in which 
no account is taken of the clients’ ability 
to finance new work. This can only lead 
to a reduced building programme and 
redundancy in our industry.” 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


NFBTE Comment on Minister's 
Statement 





FOLLOWING the statement on housing sub 
sidies by Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, in the 
House of Commons on October 27, the 
National Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers issued the following comment: 

The NFBTE, which represents both con- 
tract and private enterprise house-builders. 
welcomes the Minister’s policy. Although it 
may mean some reduction in the over-all 
rate of housebuilding, it should result in an 
increase in the number of owner-occupied 
houses built without cost to public funds. 

What that increase will be is difficult to 
estimate because of the “credit squeeze ” 
and the measures announced in Wednesday’s 
Budget. These are bound, to some extent, 
to discourage would-be house-owners. 

The Minister’s policy is also welcomed 
because for too long too many families able 
to pay an economic rent have been assisted 
by subsidies at the expense of those who 
often are less well-to-do. 

The Minister is right in his decision to re- 
view the Rent Restrictions Acts, under 
which, for many years now, private owners 
have subsidised their tenants, many of whom 
are better off than themselves, to the point 
of being unable to meet the cost of urgent 
repairs to their properties. 

«« The Minister’s statement on subsidies 
is reported in In Parliament on page 778. 


THE BUDGET AND THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


AUBTW Fears Unemployment 


A LETTER has been sent by Mr. G. H. 
= Lowthian, general secretary of the 
Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers, to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
expressing concern that his autumn Budget 
proposals may lead to serious unemployment 
among building workers. Mr. Lowthian has 
also sent a copy of the letter to the general 
secretary of the Trades Union Congress with 
the request that the TUC’s economic com- 
mittee gives consideration to the position 
confronting the building industry. The text 
of the letter to the Chancellor is as follows: 

COPY 

In July of this year I wrote to you on be- 
half of my executive council expressing con- 
cern that -your proposals for cutting capital 
expenditure and local authority building in- 
vestment might well lead to unemployment 
in the building industry. The reply which I 
received from your private secretary said 
that: ‘“ The Government saw no cause for 
the fear which you express that these 
measures will create widespread unemploy- 
ment in the building industry.” 
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Since your proposals, made on July 25, 
there has been evidence that local authcrities 
are slashing their housing programmes and 
unemployment is resulting among building 
workers. For instance, we have just re- 
ceived news from our no. 9 division that 
more bricklayers are unemployed than usual 
at this time of year. 

The proposals you now make in your 
autumn Budget have confirmed my execu- 
tive council’s fears, and we feel that they 
will accelerate the pace of unemployment 
among building workers. 

By your decision to stop construction of 
certain Government building projects you are 
no doubt setting an example which you hope 
the field of private investment will follow. 
This is bound to lead to unemployment 
among men involved in this type of con- 
structional work. 

Furthermore, you hinted during your 
Budget speech that housing subsidies would 
be cut. This has now been confirmed by 
Mr. Duncan Sandys, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, who has slashed the 
subsidy figure to a nominal £10 in prepara- 
tion for the complete abolition of subsidies 
for general housing. When one considers 
that these subsidies have been supported by 
various governments for over 40 years the 
steps now being taken are unprecedented and 
reactionary. 

You must also be aware that it is farcical 
to pretend that Government policy on slums 
will compensate for the general attack on 
housing. Assuming that it is often the 
poorer members of the community who have 
to stay in slums, it will still be a hopeless 
task for some of them to try and meet the 
rents of slum replacement houses—even with 
a £22 Government subsidy. 

Local authorities, therefore, will be faced 
with the dilemma that they may be able to 
demolish slums but cannot provide new 
houses at reasonable rents for those being re- 
settled. 

Obviously there is going to be an even 
more drastic fall in municipal house building 
for letting purposes than has taken place in 
the last few months. Apart from the threat 
of unemployment, the actions taken by the 
Government are in complete contradiction to 
Conservative election propaganda of six 
months ago when it was said that: “ Only 
under Conservative administration can the 
nation be sure of a housing policy in line 
with its needs.” 

It is obvious that many people with real 
need of a house will now be unable to obtain 
one. 

On behalf of my union I must protest that 
the policies adopted by you are bound to 
lead to unemployment among workers in the 
building industry at.a time when your 
general Budget proposals have raised their 
living costs. 

[Signed] 
GeorGE H. LOWTHIAN 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Following are brief details of company results: 

Eastwoops, Ltp.—Net profit after taxation for 
year ended March 31 last, £318,744. Final dividend 
of 10 per cent. (making 17} per cent. for the year) 
will be recommended to the annual meeting (Con- 
naught Rooms, WC2, November L 

YORKSHIRE Brick Co., Ltp.—Net profit after taxa- 
tion for year ended March 31 last, £44,627. Final 
dividend of 7} per cent. on ordinary shares to be 
recommended to the annual meeting (Company's 
offices, Doncaster, November 17). 

Tue Raw p_uG Co., LtD., have declared an interim 
dividend of 10 per cent., less tax, on the ordinary 
shares for the year ending December 31, 1955. 
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LONDON. FOREMEN AND 
CLERKS OF WORKS 
Association's 59th Annual Dinner 


(THE fifty-ninth annual dinner of the 

London Association of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works was held 
in London on October 27. The chairman 
was Mr. L. J. Holloway, FIOB, president, 
LMBA. 

Mr. Hottoway proposed the toast 
“The London Association of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works.” He said 
that it had in the past been the practice 
for some general foremen to become 
clerks of works and one rarely heard of 
a man who had trained as a clerk of 
works. He wondered if this was the best 
method of entry to this branch of the 
industry and stated that in his view the 
good clerk of works should act almost as 
a second general foreman. He should be 
looked upon as one of the members of a 
construction team and should be as 
anxious for the success of the project as 
those people who were actually respon- 
sible for the building work—using the 
word “success” in its broadest possible 
sense. 

He said that he thought that one of the 
things that a clerk of works should be 
able to do was to have the opportunity of 
going into the office of the architect for 
whom he was working in order to under- 
stand thoroughly the way it worked, for 
his chief problem in life should be that of 
keeping the general contractor fully pro- 
vided with all the information he 
required, and he must be prepared to go 
and look for it if he had not got it. He 
also added “ Times are changing rapidly 
and we must train all clerks of works as 
we are now beginning to train our general 
foremen.” He said that he thought the 
Association might well turn its attention 
to this problem and, since they were nor- 
mally employed by architects, perhaps the 
RIBA might also be persuaded to give the 
matter some thought. 

Mr. Holloway also said that the Asso- 
ciation was caring for 46 pensioners who, 
after a lifetime of service to the industry, 
were in need of care. He said that the 
appeal fund now stood at £650 and 
thanked those who had subscribed and 
added that further donations would be 
gratefully received and faithfully used. 

PRESIDENT’S SPEECH 

Responding to the toast Mr. J. F. 
ANDERSON, president of the Association, 
thanked Mr. Holloway for his encourage- 
ment and support of their pensions 
appeal. 

Mr. Anderson continued by saying that 
one of the most important objects of the 
Association was to improve their status 
through education and technical training. 
He said: “The working forces in the 
building industry can never expand more 
rapidly than the rate at which competent 
foremen are produced.” The Association 
had since the war made concentrated 
efforts in the field of foremanship train- 
ing. 

Another of their aims, he said, was to 
help the old in need, and in this connec- 
tion he pointed out that only a small pro- 
portion of key men in the building indus- 
try were contributing to a pension fund. 


THE BUILDER 


He thought that the industry should 
adopt a transferable pension scheme 
applicable to its fluctuating business and 
shifting personnel. Unless the general 
foreman of the future could be offered 
a more secure position than at present it 
would lose valuable men to other indus- 
tries. 

Mr. F. H. Grecory, immediate past- 
president of the Association, proposed the 
toast “The Architects, Surveyors, 
Builders and Other Visitors.” He stated 
that the way to get increased productivity 
was by creating enthusiasm. Good build- 
ing, he said, added to the total of the 
nation’s health, happiness and glory. It 
was surely not difficult to become enthu- 
siastic about such things. “Let us resolve 
that we will do all we can to increase the 
efficiency of those around us,” he con- 
tinued. “If we can make our industry 
attractive to the better type of youngster; 
if we can recreate that pride in doing a 
good job well, then I am sure the build- 
ing industry will soon regain its rightful 
place in the affection of the nation.” He 
added that these things could best be 
done on the site and to get the co-opera- 
tion of the men on the site it was 
necessary to meet people, talk things over 
with them and to recognise their organi- 
sations. ““ We would certainly like to meet 
the architects to discuss the education of 
clerks of works. We have also asked the 
builders to meet us nationally.” 

The response was given by Mr. F. 
LesLIE WALLIS, OBE, JP, FIOB, who 
said that the predominant characteristic 
that had developed in the building indus- 
try since the war was liaison and co-op- 
eration, and he hoped that the Associa- 
tion would be included in building com- 
mittees of the future. The Board of 
Building Education was keen that the 
education and training of the general 
foreman should be carried out in a pro- 
gressive way. “ We do not want it to be 
said that the general foreman just 
happened.” 


WAR DEPARTMENT WORKS 
SERVICES 


Revised Price Schedule 


THE War Department has revised its 
schedule of prices of Works Services, 1948 
and later editions. The revised adjustment 
percentages to trade sections of the schedule, 
which took effect as from October 1, 1955, 
until further notice, are as follows :— 








Percentage 
Section Trade Addition 
1 Excavator ... 119 
2 Concretor ... 100 
3 Bricklayer ... im vi 94 
4 Asphalter ... Mi ed 45 
5 Drainlayer ... ee es 81 
6 Mason sist ee bee 90 
7 Pavior and Roadmaker ... 52 
8 Roofer sae ein sie 714 
9 Asbestos Cement Goods ... 71 
10 Carpenter and Joiner ron 86 
11 Ironmonger a wa 68 
12 Ironfounder, Smith and 
Structural Engineer 104 
13 Gasfitter ... Soa ns 89 
14 Plasterer, Floor and Wall 
tiler ae rad “ 84 
15 Plumber... bs, wit 91 
16 Electrician eas sé 78 
17 Glazier ae bes ana 75 
18 Painter and Decorator... 88 
19 Hutting_.... i ist 47 
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LMBA 
Conciliation Works: A Mock 
Disputes Commission 





How 
; : i 

A MOCK disputes Commission, designed | 

to show members how the industry’s | 
conciliation machinery works, is being 
organised by LMBA Central Area No, | 
after its next luncheon, which takes place 
in Derry and Toms restaurant on Wednes- 
day, November 9. The parts of the mem- 
bers of the commission and of the witnesses | 
on both sides are being taken by members | 
who have had experience in actual concilia- | 
tion panels and disputes commissions. 

On two previous occasions the LMBA ha; | 
staged mock conciliation panels at Bedford- 
square, which, in addition to being good fur, | 
served the valuable purpose of showing how | 
conciliation panels work.  In_ both cases | 
they were well attended, and there have been | 
many requests for repeat performances. The 
Association has also organised mock arbitra- 
tions on two occasions at the RIBA. 


French Productivity Team's Visit | 

THe French productivity team, six in} 
number, which, by arrangement with the | 
British Council, is visiting this country to 
study British industrial and technical educa- 
tion, was entertained to lunch by the Presi- 
dent and Vice-Presidents of the LMBA last 
week. In the afternoon, having visited | 
Brixton School of Building in the morning. | 
they inspected two building sites in the City | 
on which LMBA members were working to | 
see modern British building techniques in | 
operation and to discuss the training of | 
apprentices on the spot. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS | 
Census of Production for 1955 


‘ 

| 
As already announced, the Census 0! 
Production to be taken in 1956 in respect) 
of the year 1955 will be a simplified census) 
on a sample basis, similar to the censuss 
for 1952 and 1953. An order prescribing) | 
the matters about which returns may b& ( 
required has now been made by the Board 
of Trade. Undertakings producing coal, | 
electricity, oil-shale, crude or refined | 
petroleum or shale oil products are exempted ' 
from making Census of Production returs t 
to the extent to which they supply the § 
necessary information to the Minister ot 
Fuel and Power (or in certain cases to th 
Secretary of State for Scotland). 

The order, which operates from Deceit) 
ber 31, 1955, is the Census of Production | 
(1956) (Returns and Exempted Persow) 
Order, 1955 (S.I. 1955 No. 1592). Cop 
may be obtained from HMSO (price 26). 

Since the arrangements for the we 
Census were announced in November, 19545 
one important modification has been matt f 
to the sampling scheme. Firms engaged I) . 
mining and manufacturing that employe 
ten or fewer persons will not now be requitt!) 
to make returns. The number of a 
to be issued will in consequence be reduce) 
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by more than 5,000. ; 
Export of Iron and Steel eit 


hs Ww 
The Board of Trade announce that _ 

open general licence which authorises ™” 
export of certain iron and steel goods valu ‘ 
at more than £20 per ton to any destinali®) 





mber 4 1955 
: 
f 
A Mock | 
sion é 


sion, designed 
the industry’s | 
cs, is being | 
Area No, 1 | 
h takes place | 
t on Wednes- 
of the men- | 
the witnesses | 
1 by members | 
ctual concilia- | 
nissions. : 
he LMBA has | 
Is at Bedford- 
eing good fun, | 
E showing how | 
In both cases | 
rere have been | 
ormances. The | 
-mock arbitra- 
, RIBA. 


am’s Visit 
team, six in 
nent with the | 
his country to | 
-chnical educa- 
1 by the Presi- 
he LMBA last | 
having visited | 
n the morning, | 
ites in the City | 
ere working to | 
techniques in | 
he training of | 
F 


CATIONS | 
for 1955 


the Census of 
1956 in respect | 
mplified censis | 
to the censuses 

der prescribin: | 
eturns may bk 

> by the Board | 
lucing coal, gas, | 
e or ‘refined | 
ts are exempted | 
duction returts | 
ey supply the 

he Minister 0! 

xin cases to the 

and). 

s from Decetr| 
- of Production) 
npted Persons) 
1592). Copies 

0 (price 2d). 

for the 195 

Jovember, 1954, : 
has been mat | 
irms engaged 
that employtl 
now be requitt 

mber of forts) 
ance be reducell 


: 


d Steel : 
rounce that Ute 
authorises 
ze] goods valutl 
any destinati) 


November 4 1955 


other than China, Macao, North Viet Nam 
or Tibet is being revoked and replaced by a 
new open genera] licence which raises this 
value limit to more than £25 per ton. Inquir- 
ies regarding this licence should be made 
to the Export Licensing Branch, Atlantic 
House, Holborn Viaduct, London, EC1 
(tel.: City 5733). 


BUILDING EDUCATION 


lo B President Calls for Higher 
Standards 


ue suggestion that facilities should be 

provided in Liverpool where candidates 
could study for examinations to enable them 
to become Associates of the Institute of 
Builders was the subject for comment by 
the president of the Institute, Mr. F. LESLIE 
WALLIS, the other night at the annual dinner 
of the Liverpool and District Centre of the 
Licentiate Discussion Club, whose members 
are Licentiates of the Institute. 

Mr. Wallis was referring to the need for 
encouraging higher educational standards in 
the building industry, and he told the gather- 
ing that it was only this year that the Insti- 
tute was able to launch the Board of Build- 
ing Education. 

The object of that Board, he pointed out, 
was to bring together all parties in the 
building industry to ensure that their edu- 
cation and training—particularly for mana- 
gerial and executive positions —could be 
carried out and maintained. 

Liverpool was particularly fortunate in 
having its own College of Building, for not 
many towns had such an institution. As a 
rule it was only part of a college of tech- 
nology. : 

Mr. Wallis emphasised that there was an 
urgent need for providing facilities so that 
young men entering the building industry 
could take the Associate examination of the 
Institute. Very few colleges and schools of 
technology possessed such facilities, and he 
was pleased to learn that Liverpool was 
going to provide them next year. 

The toast of the Institute was proposed by 
Mr. W. H. GLEN Dosie, ARIBA, president 
of the Liverpool Architeciural Society, who 
said the building trade today had more 
troubles and difficulties to face than ever 
before. 

If they were to succeed, he said, every- 
body connected with the trade had got to 
get together, talk things over and find out 
“what is the matter with us.” A start had 
been made and builders, surveyors and archi- 
tects were now meeting round tables all over 
the country. That was the finest thing that 
had happened to the trade for many years. 
If they could discuss their problems and 
explain their difficulties “to the other 
oo he was convinced that between them 

y would ‘find a solution to their troubles 
of costs, slow progress and all the other 
Problems they were faced with. 

Becky S, Oddie (vice-president of the 
sie Proposed “ the Guests,” which was 
nowledged by Mr. E. J. Battersby. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. K. A. Brom i 
lh LEY has been appointed as mar- 
on ag of the Lighting Division of Philips 
ie ae Lt . He will be responsible for co-ordinat- 
marketing activities of the product groups 


within the division. 


H. Ret has been elected director of 
Ltd., hag duties as assistant 
: iia r. Reid was former! 
ant sales manager to the company. , 


Mr. Denis 
- Anderson and Sons, 


to the managing Dj 
assist ging Director. 
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TRAINING FOR BUILDING 


Eastern Counties Programme 


RECOGNISING that higher productivity 
and lower costs in the building industry 
can only be brought about by greater effi- 
ciency at all levels, the Eastern Federation 
of Building Trades Employers has an- 
nounced a most comprehensive training pro- 
gramme for 1956. The courses which have 
been arranged are all designed to increase 
the efficiency of the management side of the 
industry, and are in addition to the large- 
scale programme of craft training through 
the National Joint Apprenticeship Scheme. 
In February and March three week-end 
residential courses for general foremen 
will be held at Pendley Manor, Tring, 
Belstead House, Ipswich, and Wymondham 
College, Norfolk The syllabus will include 
lectures and discussion on such topics as 
“The Principles of Management,” “ Per- 
sonnel Management and Welfare,” “ Trade 
Unions and the Industrial Agreement,” 
“The General Foreman and the Building 
Contract,” and “Site Organisation and 
Administration.” 

Perhaps the most important course pro- 
posed is a one week residential course for 
senior executives of building firms which 
has been arranged for next spring at 
Madingley Hall, Cambridge, in co-operation 
with the University of Cambridge Board of 
Extra-Mural Studies. In the autumn there 
is also to be a residential week’s course at 
Ipswich for building management students. 

In view of the importance of costing in 
an industry as competitive as building, a 
series of one-day courses will be held 
throughout the region on “Keeping a 
Check on Building Costs” at which the 
Director of the Federation, Mr. R. W. 
Porter, MBE, FCIS, will, on the basis of 
recent research, outline the basic principles 
of a costing system which builders can 
adapt to their own needs. 

In order to deal with the detailed adminis- 
trative work involved in running the Feder- 
ation’s training programme it is intended to 
appoint a training officer whose job it will 
be to co-ordinate the various aspects of 
training, both technical and managerial. 


CORPORATION SITES FOR 
PRIVATE HOUSING 


Poor Response to Birmingham Scheme 


RESPONSE to the Birmingham Corpora- 
tion’s invitation to builders to take leases 
on the Valley Farm Building Estate at 
Rednal on payment of a premium has been 
so disappointing that the scheme may have 
to be abandoned. Under a new form of 
development, the Corporation proposed to 
provide 106 house plots on the site. _ 

Only two applications from builders have 
been received although it had been expected 
that, because of the shortage of building 
plots for private houses, builders would be 
quick to take the opportunity afforded by 
the Corporation. 

Ap. A. F. BRADBEER, chairman of the 
Birmingham house building committee, said 
that the committee would now have to con- 
sider whether to amend the scheme or re- 
place it with another. The City “Architect 
had been asked to prepare a report on alter- 
native schemes and this would be considered. 
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FLATTED FACTORY APPEAL 


Objections to Birmingham _ 
Corporation's Scheme 


N appeal against a corporation planning 
“decision seeking to compel the owners 
of a bombed site in Holloway Head, Bir- 
mingham, to build a four-storey flatted fac- 
tory, when for their own use they only 
required a single-storey garage and two 
floors of adjoining offices, was heard at Bir- 
mingham Council House on October 25. 

The inquiry was conducted by Mr. 
R. G. M. Chase, an inspector of the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government, and the 
appeal was made by Chamberlain, King and 
Jones, Ltd. (house furnishers), owners of 
the site at 67 to 75, Holloway Head, whose 
counsel said the firm would tose £15,000 
of a war damage claim and require an 
extra £100,000 in capital if they carried out 
the Corporation’s proposal. 

Mr. B. BLAINE, for the owners, said the 
site had been expressly left out of the neigh- 
bouring compulsory purchase order under 
the Bath Row redevelopment scheme as 
being one which could best be developed 
by the owners. It had an unexpired lease 
of 63 years, and it was not suggested that 
the proposed garage and office accommo- 
dation were inappropriate in what was 
scheduled to be an industrial area. 

The corporation, said Mr. Blaine, had 
objected to the building of one-storey and 
two-storey buildings because there was a 
grave shortage of industrial land in the city, 
and had claimed that a more intensive use 
of the site should be made. 

In this particular area, continued Mr. 
Blaine, a more intensive use would not be 
economic. There was no power under the 
Town and Country Planning Act for a local 
authority to tell the owner of land that 
he must build more storeys than he required. 
It was often right in the public interest 
to restrict development, but there was 
nothing in the Act which said: “ Thou shalt 
build.” 

Mr. Blaine said that Chamberlain, King 
and Jones proposed to build a garage and 
warehouse as storage, with offices at the 
front, rising to two storeys, giving up to 
15,000 sq. ft. in area. There was not 
sufficient demand at a good economic rent 
to justify a four-storey flatted factory. 

Mr. F. W. KENCHINGTON, a chartered sur- 
veyor, said on behalf of the site owners 
that the general development of the neigh- 
bourhood did not require a multi-storey fac- 
tory. There would be a great loss to his 
clients if the corporation’s refusal to allow 
the firm to build a garage and offices was 
upheld. 

Mr. F. S. BripGces (for the corporation) 
said that the Planning Committee were pre- 
pared to sanction a building on the site 
at least four storeys high. A single-storey 
building would be most wasteful, he 
claimed, and would look “out of place” 
between the five-storey building on the one 
side and the seven-storey building which the 
corporation proposed to erect as a flatted 
factory on the other. 

After asking the corporation’s representa- 
tive to furnish him with details of the esti- 
mated cost of a flatted factory on the site, 
and of the capital outlay, the inspector closed 
the inquiry. 











782 


THE BUILDER 


The Builder Review of 
PLANT & MATERIALS 





SELF-ERECTING TOWER CRANE 


An electric tower. crane, incorporating an 
efficient means of self-erection, is now being 
marketed by George Cohen Sons and Co., 
Ltd, Cunard Works, Chase-road, NW10. 
Two models are available, the ‘“ Everest” 
T16 and T30, the capacity of the former 
ranging from 35 cwt. at a radius of 21 ft. 
and a height of 102 ft., to 19 cwt. at 52 ft. 
radius and a height of 69 ft. The larger 
T30 is designed for loads of 59 cwt. at 31 ft. 
radius, with a lift height of 134 ft., and 
23 cwt. at 72 ft. radius and a height of 85 ft. 
The main feature of both cranes is the com- 
bination of simple, quick erection and “ all- 
in-one” mobility. The operating ropes 
remain in their guides at all times and the 
process of dismantling and re-erection is per- 
formed by the crane’s own motors. Assum- 
ing the required track to have been laid 
beforehand, the claimed time for erection is 
44 hours, using four men with a further 
four available for handling the ballast. For 
transportation, the larger machine can be 
carried on a standard 5-ton truck, the 
special saddle involving no modifications. 
Once in position, the crane is in effect an 
articulated trailer and can negotiate normal 
corners and roundabouts. On site, the 
motions of travelling, slewing, derricking 
and hoisting can be carried out simul- 
taneously, and the crane can negotiate a 
curved track of 11 ft. 6 in. radius to the 
inner rail. 


INSECTICIDAL WOODSTAINS 


A range of dual-purpose insecticidal 
woodstains and dyes, developed to act as 
wood-dyes which can also deal effectively 
with attack by wood-boring beetles, are 
being produced by Rentokil, Ltd., 23, 
Bedford-square, WC1. They contain no 
opaque pigment, since the dye is dissolved 
in a formulation of carrying and penetrating 
oils. This means the natural character and 
texture of the wood surface can remain 
revealed. Where the surface of the timber 
is deeply scratched or bruised, it is claimed 
that no white marks will be shown, and 
dye will not be worn away under heavy 
wear. One coat is normally sufficient; a 
second coat is necessary only where heart- 
wood is to be brought up to the same tone 
as sapwood. 








PVC PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 


Protective clothing consisting of pvc- 
coated fabric is included in the “ Silver 
Circle’ range marketed by Gesrge Cohen 
Sons and Co., Ltd., Cunard Works, Chase- 
road, NW10. The tendency to replace the 
traditional oilskin clothing with pvc is wide- 
spread, following the decision by the Royal 
Navy to switch to foul-weather clothing 
made from the new material. Many advant- 
ages are offered. PVC is understood to 
withstand normal rubbing or flexing, and to 
be resistant to grease, petrol and acids and 
flame-resistant. It can also be folded away 
while wet without risk of deterioration. 
The range offered includes jackets, full- 
length coats, leggings and trousers. 


DRAGLINE CRANES FOR BORNEO 


Two lorry-mounted 19-RB_ excavator 
cranes are being supplied by Ruston- 
Bucyrus, Ltd., of Lincoln, for operation in 
British Borneo by the British Malayan 
Petroleum Co., Ltd., a She]l associate. They 
will be used at Seria, one of the largest oil- 
fields in the British Commonwealth for 
mobile crane operation; handling of general 
construction material; dragline operation. 
and excavation. The same boom, 35 ft. long, 
in two sections, is used for each operation. 
The cranes are highly mobile and will be 
suited to the difficult conditions prevailing 
in British Borneo. 


AUTOMATIC BOILER 


The new Kayenco “Popular” boiler in- 
troduced by Frederick Kay (Engineering). 
Ltd., Chesham, Bucks, is claimed to be the 
lowest priced automatic domestic gas-fired 
boiler of its size on the market. An 80 per 
cent. net efficiency is guaranteed and the 
controls are completely enclosed yet readily 
accessible for maintenance purposes 
Economy is assured by a positive-action pre- 
cision thermostat, and the boiler is entirely 
water-backed top and bottom, thus enabling 
return connections to be fitted only two 
inches from floor level. Other features 
include a thermo-electric cut-off in the 
event of flame failure, as well as. an in- 
tegral down-draught diverter. Supplied with 
a cream enamel finish, the model complies 
with British Standard specifications. 


THE PUBLIC RESTAUR- 
ANT recently opened by Boots 
Pure Drug Co., Ltd., in their 
Gallow-street, Leicester, prem- 
ises incorporates the ceiling 
system marketed by Lumen- 
ated Ceilings, Ltd., Alliance 
House, Caxton-street, SW1. 
Cold cathode tubing is fixed 
above a false ceiling of corru- 
gated translucent plastics, so 
that the light is evenly diffused. 


A fire-sprinkler system is 
installed in the intersecting 
hardboard panels. The instal- 


lation was under the direction 

of Mr. C. St. C. Oakes, MBE, 

FRIBA, chief architect to 
Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd. 
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The automatic brick-handling grab shown 

fitted to the R\1210 “‘Coles”’ crane marketed 

by Steels Engineering Products, Ltd., Sun- 

derland, makes it possible to load 750 bricks 
at a time to road transport. 


TRADE NEWS 


CHANGE OF TITLE 


As from November 1, the title of the 
Gas Division of Thomas De La Rue and 
Company, Ltd., has been changed to the 
Potterton Division. 


NEW BRANCH OPENED 


Williams and Williams, Ltd., metal win- 
dow, etc., manufacturers, announce the 
opening of a new Edinburgh office at 45, 
Queen-street, Edinburgh (tel.: Edinburgh 
33951). The area manager is Mr. A, E. 
Wemyss. 


PRICE REDUCTIONS 


The 1956 Catalogue published by M. K. 
Electric, Ltd., Wakefield-street, Edmonton. 
N18, introduces a number of new lines and 
also announces price reductions affecting 
the recently introduced “ Plateswitch ” and 
the 13-amp. range of socket-outlets, switch- 
socket-outlets and fuse-plugs. 


NEW LONDON OFFICES 


The London office of Lumenated Ceilings. 
Ltd., has been moved to larger premises at 
Alliance House, Caxton-street, SWI. (Tel.: 





| 


I 
| 
| 





Abbey 7113.) The offices have been de- | 


signed, furnished and decorated in a con 


temporary manner by Richard Lonsdale: 
Hands Associates, and the companys own | 


lumenated ceiling system has been installed, | 


incorporating special lamp arrangements and 
circuits for demonstration purposes. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


The new offices of Dallow Lambert and 
Co., Ltd., pneumatic dust control enginee!s. 
are situated at Thurmaston, Leicester (Tel.: 
Syston 86931). 

Vulcan Products, Ltd., specialist manufac: 
turers of transport, industrial and decorative 
finishes, are moving their London offices 
As from November 14 their address will b 
York House, 37, Queen-square, London, 
WC! (tel.: Chancery 6877). 
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PLANNING AIMS AND MACHINERY 
TPI Summer School Talk 


A PAPER on “Planning Aims and 
Machinery” was read by Mr. 
PeTeER ©. SELF, BA, at the recent 
Town and Country Planning Summer 
School held in Cambridge by the Town 
Planning Institute. The chairman was 
Sir George Pepler, CB, P-PTPI, FRICS, 
president of the school. The following 
extracts have been taken from the 
paper : — 

It is often concluded that, to do their 
work well, the planning authorities need 


to be as aloof and “neutral” as 
possible. The “ umpire” view appeared 
clearly in the Scott report, which 


“ 


remarked that “it is essential that the 
Minister (of planning) should be in the 
position of a neutral and not himself the 
head of a department of State which is or 
may be itself concerned with the use and 
development of land.” The Minister, in 
fact, was to be a Super-Minister, aided 
solely by a small expert staff, who, from 
his Olympic eyrie, was to issue an 
impartial verdict upon all the proposals 
of public and private developers. The 
same report urged that the “onus of 
proof ” (a judicial term) should be placed 
upon would-be developers of agricultural 
land. Subsequently, the view that the 
Ministry is (or should be) exercising a 
kind of judicial or semi-judicial role has 
cropped up in many Parliamentary 
debates and even’ in a few official 
pronouncements. 

The danger of the umpire view is that, 
through its failure to define policies 
clearly, and its somewhat passive “ each 
case on its merits”’ approach, it causes 
planning to bow to the strongest pressures 
like a sapling to the storm. Public 
housing schemes, for instance, are often 
bitterly resented for various reasons 
which cannot be admitted as relevant at 
a planning inquiry. Accordingly, such 
schemes are furiously opposed “in the 
interests of food production,” quite 
sincerely no doubt but in a way that 
hardly ever applies to private schemes, 
although the latter typically use a great 
deal more land per person housed. 


BITTER CONFLICTS. 


Jt is not the planners’ fault that the 
bitterest land use conflicts develop 
around public schemes. This is due 
Primarily to the basis of compensation 
for compulsory acquisition which is fre- 
quently below market price. But this 
Situation reacts on planning unfavour- 
ably in three ways. It makes planning 
decisions inconsistent; it makes them 
unpopular through a kind of uncon- 
sidered “ guilt by association ”; and it is 
senously inhibiting measures of public 
land acquisition. The last point is 
(mportant because in many _ areas 
(redevelopment areas, for instance, or 
new towns) effectwe planning depends on 
unitary ownership which in these days 


| entails public acquisition (although the 


development itself can be privately done). 
Is paper cannot discuss the compensa- 
tion problem. But if my own recipe is 
asked for, in a nutshell it would be—pay 
market price for all public land trans- 


actions, but as an essential corollary 
reimpose some form of betterment levy. 

The first need, however, is that the 
planning authorities should make their 
own policies more consistent and logical. 
For instance, in the case of density stan- 
dards, agricultural and (for that matter) 
all other general consideratiens should 
apply with precisely equal force to 
public and to private development. 
There is a real danger that town planning 
will acquire an unhappy tone of social 
bias, as the quarter-acre plots of the 
well-to-do come to be compared with the 
position of the council tenant who is told 
that a plot of one-twelfth of an acre is 
too “wasteful” of land. On the other 
hand, the agricultural card having been 
overplayed against public schemes, there 
is an equal danger that the gates cannot 
now be held against the flood of really 
low-density private development which 
may before long erupt all over the 
countryside. Only a well-reasoned and 
consistent density policy, based on all 
considerations (not just the agricultural) 
has much chance of success in the test- 
ing time that is now coming. 


RIBBON DEVELOPMENT 


As another variant of the same con- 
fusions, there is the fact that ribbon 
development is at present only decisively 
stopped where there are agricultural 
objections. This discovery fills me with 
dismay. Are there not ample and valid 
reasons against ribbon development, or 
any specious variant thereof, quite 
independent of the agricultural card? 
But if so, the fact and the reasons should 
be reaffirmed, and reliance not be placed 
on an argument which will give no more 
defence to land on a main highway (in 
fact, a great deal less) than land any- 
where else. Planning is much in need of 
calling a spade a spade, and formulating 
its own policies in its own name. But it 
must make them consistent and 
rationally defensible. 

The idea of a national plan is inevit- 
ably tempting. It may mean several 
different things, but the idea of it usually 
entertained is that of a comprehensive 
plan of national development, which 
would set out on an integrated basis 
proposals for industrial location, trans- 
port improvements, and public utilities. 
as well as measures for conserving and 
utilising agricultural land and mineral 
resources. The whole would represent, 
so to speak, a kind of economic frame- 
work or skeleton, within which the work 
of the local planning authorities would 
be carried on. 

The idea, as I have said, is tempting. 
But I think it should be decisively 
rejected for two reasons: (a) It requires 
a degree of comprehensive planning 
which, besides being obviously politically 
unacceptable at present, would at any 
time be exceedingly difficult and conten- 
tious; (b) such a national development 
plan, were it possible, would be undesir- 
ably rigid from the viewpoint both of 
private enterprise and of local 


authorities. 
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The national plan idea is sometimes 
put forward, in more modest terms, as a 
plan for allocating, rather than develop- 
ing, land. This notion has its main 
appeal to those who want to construct a 
kind of tight urban fence to protect the 
countryside—for instance, the President 
of the National Farmers’ Union recently 
endorsed the notion. In its extreme 
form, this proposal becomes a demand 
for a land budget, which would allocate 
land quantitatively between its main 
uses, i.e, would reserve a_ certain 
percentage of land (presumably a very 
high one) permanently for agriculture or 
at the least would regulate quantitatively 
the acreage taken annually for various 
forms of development. 

The need for much more detailed 
knowledge of land utilisation and poten- 
tialities is generally agreed to be a first 
essential step. But I doubt whether this 
knowledge, when it is procured, will 
render this type of national plan any 
more feasible or desirable—although it 
would, of course, be an invaluable aid 
to detailed local planning. 

No close conception of a national plan 
—whether thought of in terms of 
development or conservation—will 
stand up to examination. At the same 
time, it would also be wise permanently 
to dismiss the associated and still more 
difficult idea of a Co-ordinating Super- 
Minister. Apart from the grave con- 
stitutional problems to. which the status 
of such a Minister gives rise, it has also 
(I hope) emerged that there is no role 
which such an Olympian could com- 
petently perform. He could not be the 
custodian of a firm plan of national 
development—for such a plan is imprac- 
ticable. He could not be, as the Scott 
report wanted, a kind of neutral umpire, 
for reasons already given. There remains 
the suggestion, taken from Uthwatt, that 
‘““ what is wanted is thought at the centre, 
an informed vision, unified control of 
land use and co-ordination between the 
existing Departments.” But the first two 
qualities are wanted in any Minister or 
civil servant; and the last two, though 
they make the valid point that effective 
town planning requires careful co- 
ordination, do not make out a case for a 
Super-Minister to achieve it any more 
effectively than could, say, students of 
the social services, the nationalised 
industries or economic policy make the 
same demand for each of these fields. 


THE BASIC NEED 


At the national level the basic need is 
to make planning policies more con- 
sistent and more effective. Consistency 
is first a matter of producing, by co- 
operation between the relevant Govern- 
ment departments, integrated policies in 
certain fields. I emphasise the word 
“integration” rather than “ co-ordina- 
tion” because it seems to me that there 
is plenty of the latter but too little of the 
former. This is perhaps because, while 
the civil service is an efficient administra- 
tive engine, the dynamic over policies 
comes essentially from outside it, so 
that sometimes inconsistent policies, or 
(it may be) ideas posing as policies, can 
continue for a long time side by side in 
different departmeats without anything 
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being done. Integration of policy will 
require some adjustment of the present 
machinery in one or two places. 

The best and most crucial illustration 
of these points relates to industrial 
location. Here there is not one public 
policy—there are two public policies. At 
national and regional level, the Board of 
Trade pursues its prime aim of “ bring- 
ing work to the workers ’’—an aim that 
concerns only the development areas 
closely, but relates in principle to all 
areas in which there is_ substantial 
unemployment, actual or potential. As 
the converse of this aim, the Board seeks 
to check the industrial growth of the 
London and West Midlands region. The 
second public policy aims at the relief of 
congestion, through the dispersal of 
industries from the big cities within 
mainly a _ regional framework. This 
second policy is not in the same sense a 
national one, except for London, where 
it has a collective (but still ineffective) 
Government endorsement. It was, how- 
ever, clearly set out in the important 
regional outline plans and is to-day a 
necessary implication (although not 
always realised as such) of many local 
development plans. 


CLASH OF POLICIES 


Up to a point these two _ public 
policies may pull in harmony and be 
even complementary. The Board thinks 
mainly in terms of inter-regional indus- 
trial movements, and planning schemes 
of intra-regional movements. But at 
many points the policies clash. The 
““ work to the workers” principle brings 
industry in the main only to already 
populous areas, and by-passes the needs 
of smaller towns whether stagnant or 
expanding—thus often frustrating plan- 
ning aims. Equally, the regional 
approach of the Board tends to blur the 
significance of more local shifts of indus- 
try, which are often crucial to the 
improvement of living conditions. 

The only solution is to formulate a 
single integrated policy for industrial 
location, which would give due weight 
both to planning aims and to the relief of 
unemployment. A corollary would be to 
abolish the present dual system of con- 
trol. All that would be needed formally 
would be to abolish the system of IDC’s 
and vest responsibility for industrial 
location in the Ministry responsible for 
planning. From the industrialist’s view- 
point, this would simply be an elimina- 
tion of one control, since he already 
requires to get planning permission. 
From the viewpoint of general adminis- 
tration, the change is also satisfactory 
since planning control is (potentially) a 
closer and more effective instrument of 
control’ than the issue of IDC’s. 

Obviously, the shift of responsibility 
would be only a beginning. The decisions 
of local authorities would need to be 
more closely supervised and _ co- 
ordinated in this than in any other field. 
The. Ministry would have to build up a 
competent research staff which would 
consider industrial movements in relation 
to plans for the development or restric- 
tion of towns, major transport and 
utility improvements, etc. This is, of 
course, the idea found in Barlow, notably 








THE BUILDER 


in the second minority report, which 
recognised location control as the vital 
key to socio-economic planning. 


THE USUAL OBJECTION 


The usual objection advanced against 
this suggestion is that the Board of Trade 
has built up a friendly rapprochement 
with industrialists which could not easily 
be emulated; but there is no reason why 
it should not be, given perhaps an 
initial transfer of experienced staff from 
the Board of Trade and a building-up of 
economic knowledge in the planning 
Ministry which is, anyhow, desirable. 
Further, the Ministry would need to 
receive guidance from other departments 
about the needs of defence, and general 
economic policy. 

So far the discussion has been con- 
fined to central government. But the 
overhaul of local government is equally 
vital if the quality of planning is to be 
improved. In particular, the foremost 
and overriding need is to get a more 
effective system of regional planning. 

The region is the proper unit for socio- 
economic planning just as the locality is 
the right unit for controlling design and 
lay-out. This truth is amply witnessed by 
the local development plans. The prob- 
lems of the cities invariably extend 
beyond their boundaries, while groups of 
counties have important problems in 
common. It is true that the Ministry is 
responsible for continuous co-ordination 
at the regional level. But the regional 
office is a half-way house, a kind of post- 
ing-office for information and advice; it 
cannot in any way supersede the 
functions of Whitehall or town hall. 

What is the solution? The only really 
satisfactory one is to transmute the pre- 
sent local government system into a sys- 
tem of local and regional government. 
The most serviceable units, in my view, 
would be regional councils and area 
councils. Both would be directly elected. 
The number of regions would lie some- 
where between 12 and 25. The area 
authorities would be of three types: big 
towns, medium towns, and rural mixed 
areas which would be subdivisions of the 
present counties. Their powers would be 
varied appropriately—the big town, for 
instance, would possess almost as many 
powers as a present county borough, but 
would come under the regional council 
for planning purposes. All existing 
authorities (except the parish) would be 
superseded. To set out a scheme like 
this is, of course, the easiest part of the 
business (and I have not time to defend 
it in detail to-day). But I do suggest, as 
one point in its favour, that it meets the 
basic needs of town and country planning 
fairly simply and successfully, which the 
present system surely does not. 


THREE MAIN POINTS 


The art of the possible, however, sug- 
gests that we should not spend too much 
time to-day on ideal solutions. What can 
be done to improve planning within the 
present framework of local government? 
In my view, there are three things. First, 
the Minister should use his powers to 
bring the local planning authorities 
together in a network of regional plan- 
ning committees, which would be perma- 
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nent bodies covering the whole country, 
In the nature of the case, only Ministerial | 
action can bring this about and fy 
already has the necessary power, 
Second, and equally important, is the! 
need to associate local planning authori. m 
ties much more closely with Government 
decisions at the regional level. ‘At pre | 
sent, for instance, the local authorities 
have no say in the crucial regional 
decisions taken over the distribution of 
industry. The best course might be to set | 
up regional development committees, | 
which would bring together the regional | 
planning committee (representing the 
local authorities) and the regional head 
of Government departments. This com. | 
mittee would consider questions of | 
industrial location (where it would! 
replace the present purely inter-depart. | 
mental panel), although the Ministry | 
would need to reserve the right of final | 
decision. It would also examine other | 
major Government or private projects | 
which concern the region, except where 

security requirements absolutely forbade, | 
A joint committee of this sort would be | 
useful in other fields—for instance, in the | 
London region it might bring together | 
industrialists to consider means and | 





problems of shifting industry from the) Fre 
capital. ture 

Third, it would be essential to make} pro 
positive regional plans and to revise’ Ke 


them periodically to keep them up to| ‘7 
date. This work would be best done | _ thai 
under the auspices of the regional plan- | eith 








ning committees of local authorities. The | the 
work would entail either the employment | _ fina 
of a permanent staff or possibly it might | met 
be preferable to call in distinguished con- | and 
sultants at appropriate intervals (which | ted 
certainly ought not to exceed eight or 10} wit! 
years). Initially, these plans, like the | mat 
regional committees themselves, would | ted 
probably be advisory and not binding | whe 
although if these arrangements worked | 3,00 
well, they might later be put on a bind- tura 
ing statutory basis. At least these thre | Gla 
steps should do something to fill a glaring | Mar 
and most harmful gap in present} pore 
machinery. men 
MORE ATOMIC POWER 
STATIONS F 






Negotiations for Six New Sites 


THe Central Electricity Authority 
announced on October 26 that six more sites 
had been judged to be suitable for the ere 
tion of atomic power stations. ‘ 

The authority said that the sites were 00! | 
mutually incompatible, and all would b& | 
adopted now in order to put site approval | 
a step ahead of immediate requirements | 
thus avoiding “ needless delay when the third | 
and subsequent stations have to &| 
developed.” The positions are not disclosed | 
because negotiations with Jocal authorilié | 
and others have not been completed. 

Preliminary specifications for the first tW0 © 
atomic power stations to be built by the 
authority—at Bradwell, Essex, and Berkeley, 
Gloucestershire—have now been sent to th 
four groups of engineering companies who 
have pooled their resources to study the 
problems of nuclear power development 
Contracts will eventually be placed wit | 
two of the groups, but it is likely to be som F 
months before the final plans are appro 
by the authority. 
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THE BUILDER 





Aerial view. 


FACTORY AT CRAYFORD, KENT, 
for Frederick Braby & Co., Ltd. 


NEW factory, covering nearly 12 

acres, has recently been opened for 
Frederick Braby and Co., Ltd., manufac- 
turers of sheet, plate and sectional metal 
products, at Thames-road, Crayford, 
Kent. 

The buildings have been laid out so 
that materials enter the stores at one end, 
either by road or rail, then pass through 
the various manufacturing processes and 
finally arrive in the despatching depart- 
ment at the other end. Both the receiving 
and despatching departments are connec- 
ted to the railway sidings and are equipped 
with overhead cranes for handling 
materials. The workshops are construc- 
ted on the northlight principle and the 
whole of the structural steelwork (about 
3,000 tons) was fabricated in the struc- 
tural steelwork department at the 
Glasgow works of Messrs. Braby, Ltd. 
Many of these products are also incor- 
porated in the construction and equip- 
ment of the works and offices. An 


attractive feature of the offices is their 
aluminium  Bar-Forming partitioning. 
The mansard roof of the office building 
was covered in copper by the metal roof- 
ing department. 

An important feature of the site at 
Crayford is its ballast sub-soil, giving 
good bearing for foundations and drain- 
age. The site is 28} acres, allowing scope 
for future extensions. A useful future 
facility to the site will be the Dartford- 
Purfleet tunnel, giving easy access to the 
country north of the Thames. 

A large variety of products are pro- 
duced in this new factory. They include 
the following: ventilators, trunking, 
radiator casings, gutters and barrows; 
these are produced by the sheet metal 
department. Domestic hot water tanks, 
cylinders and cold water cisterns are 
made in the tank department, and in the 
heavy plate department a variety of plate- 
work up to § in. steel plate is handled. 
All classes of light structural steel work 





Main entrance to the factory. 








785 


are fabricated in the structural depart- 
ment, especially single-storey shedding 


and all types of farm buildings. Duct 
covers, walkways, etc., in chequer 
plating are also produced here. Installed 


in the perforating department are modern 
perforating machines ranging from 350 
ton presses for perforating heavy steel 
plates down to small fast-running presses 
that perforate sheet lead, plastics, etc. 


The architects for this new Crayford 
factory for Messrs. Braby were Messrs. 
H. C. Constantine and A. A. Stewart, 
FF.RIBA. The quantity surveyor was Mr. 
Noel Pearson, FRICS, and the consult- 
ing engineers for the reinforced concrete 
work were W. T. Henry and Partners. 
The superstructure was constructed by 
G. E. Wallis and Sons, Ltd. (agent, G. W. 
Smith), and the foundation work was 
carried out by Higgs and Hill, Ltd. The 
clerk of works acting for the clients was 
Mr. W. A. Parkes. 


SOLIHULL DEVELOPMENT 


“Plan Overtaken by Events” 


[DESPITE denials by Solihull! Town Coun- 

cil that its town development map 
(drawn up in 1950) was “out of date,” it 
was stated at a town planning appeal on 
October 12 that even if sufficient land had 
been zoned for building, the plan had now 
been “overtaken by events.” 

These views were expressed by the execu- 
tors of the late E. H. Thompson, whose 
application to the authority for permission 
to erect houses between Kenilworth-road 
and KixJey-lane, Knowle, had been refused. 

For the appellants, Mr. GEORGE A. GROVE 
said that the issue was whether the 38-acre 
site should be developed now or remain, 
possibly, as part of a green belt, and 
whether the time was “ripe” in view of 
drainage difficulties. 

Mentioning the county development plan, 
which, included Solihull’s proposals, he said 
it was deposited in 1951. The Minister’s 
decision was still awaited. 

“One of the acute troubles in Solihull is 
that a great deal of land shown as available 
for development is not in the market, and 
is not likely to come in,” he said, adding 
that people occupying pleasant houses were 
very reluctant to part with land. The 
demand was likely to be rendered more 
acute by ministerial views on green belts. 

The crux of his appeal was how could the 
demand be met without leading to indefinite 
sprawl of existing towns and villages, and 
without using agricultural land. The site 
concerned in the appeal fulfilled require- 
ments. It would allow a considerable num- 
ber of houses without sprawl. 

Mr. D. W. CHAPMAN, deputy town clerk, 
said the application was refused because 
the site was not zoned for residential use. 
Substantial areas had already been zoned 
in the town map. If permitted, the develop- 
ment would encourage further applications. 
On this the corporation was “ adamant.” 

“We have heard it said that the town map 
is out of date—it is not. Even if ome was 
so misguided as to think that good planning 
consisted of the making available of land on 
which to build houses—at the present rate 
of 1,200 a year—there would be a long way 
to go before we thought again,” he said. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MAT ERIALS i 
D 
. : ‘ 5 H 
lage information given on these pages has been specially compiled - ee 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the ree oe gauged arches (London sites) ... per 1,000 41 10 0 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not yf rng emp Burt Multi Stock Facings B60 Cy 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock’ Facings * 18 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations (London sites) os 14 18 0 14 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities ae ts sm (London sites), White, Ivory, B ‘Brown— - 4 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include Headers te x sta se : 63 9 : : 14 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional Quoins, Bullnose and 43 in. Flats es oe ‘ 80 00 | 9 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of ee — ote te te oe se ” 85 0 0 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. One side a val Mire, cee cae ee v0 pu 7 Be 6S] 
AGGREGATES AND SAND Two sides and oneend ... ue Axe Se ou 8910 0 |B 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for Splays and Squints ose % 83 0 0 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
St. Pancras. colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
Sa d& All above prices plus 173% for Best quality and 
Pit Ballast es See a ses oe os perya: 1°56 plus 173% less 10% for Second quality. D 
Pit Sand ak tae Sagal BEES sae one A 1 211 Be 
Washed Sand ... ee sh aos ose coe < 1 6 1 PARTITION SLABS, etc. Pc 
= a aie os ot oo oo ” : ‘ Z Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District). | 
Pan * ate BIER ieee) ieee Seed idee; ae ” 10 3 HOLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOcks (Keyed) 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate ca ce per ton s 8 9 cen 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 1 ee = See 140 yds... ees - yd.sup. 44 ) 
CEMENT, etc. < | eee pi . 47 | | 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. *3in. (3 cavity) a 120 yds. ‘6 54H 9 
' Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- BUILDING BLOCKS (eyed) 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. *3 in. (6 cavity) eis i yds, Fe 5 6 12 
6-ton loads and upwards, site... ues + (pertton S$ 1 6 *4 in. (6 cavity) “ yds. oes eee 9 6 9 Fe 
1 to 6 tons, site ; A S13 6 6in. (83 in. x S5¥ in.) 1 230 locks oe -. per 1,000 26 6 0 14 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton Toads and up- * Half blocks at no extra charge. 4 
wards to site Se: 55 7 - S12 0 . CLINKER CONCRETE # 
1 to 6 tons do. site .. si 6 40 Qin G2 es eS US. «< «6 ssacperydssup. a9 " 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 2tin, ... os ses 85 yds. ee ae fe 4 4 
ton on ordinary cement prices. Sin, se ae sae 75 yds. eve sae ra a9 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots Be * 7 3000) 4mm. ... wee toe 55 yds. wee oe ” 6 5 
Other colours according to colour. . CRANHAM 
In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. -” ton. Zin. ... eee oe oe see see eee * 6 8 Ha 
White Portland Cement... ss 13°32 50 Zhin. 20. see ae wee tee wes ee 0» 7 4 
Under 1 ton per cwt. 15 7 3in, ..- aoe see as6 ve en ae ne 8 7 ] 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 4 in. . a oe ae a 10 7 
and upwards per ton 614 0 44 in. Load bearing quality aN) ae 1 8 | ] 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above : MOLeR PARTITION BLOCKS . 
Portland Cement. Zi. .... tes aes 150 yds. eee ue i 66. a 2 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 2s in. ... ane ae 120 yds. ae sine ‘a i ie 
(1-ton loads and upwards). Sis 65 vee aed 100 yds. aan - Ss 16 0 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 4 in. ‘ 90 yds. i9 0 | TH 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up a 14 8 3 LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS | Del 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, ; SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE i Ma 
London : pa 68 9 2mm. 2 eae ae 100 yds. ae sas = 53 8 L 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 2gin. ... a aoa 80 yds. ae ve es 6 Il Ha: 
sites) . ss percwt. 110 0 : | a = = wees » ; ; Hai 
ieee = ace yds. aes oa es H 
BRICKS 4tin. 2. aa yds. ie : 10 2 Ma 
Pa per 1,000 1117 0 6in. 3. 1.33 yds. de 13 8 Hat 
Second Hard Stocks...) I 10.16 0 asic ihnemaaisre ARTITION BLOCKS 611 Ma 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... oe ae Bes os 9754 i a THeRMALITE 5 cctemeneeets iNsvtatino a OI 
Mild Stocks ss ” 816 6 3i 100 yds. 8 4 N 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 4 a re aa - 75 a i = 10 9 1 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must Ar oe a 60 i oie ae “3 3 5 
be obtained from job to job. _— - we Eo Rds: i ex = 16 lh s 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in a Sie ne ae 378 yds. re ie ” 116 L 
District Commons me - $13 90 9 in. tie eae ae 33 yds. nie Age ” 1 eal Firs 
’ manera = ig ie he site as ” ; S : ES FLOOR BLocks AND FILLER ” Tues ” 
ool Re remacet a Rncets 1 Asset) uses) mane ” 6 18 0 3 in. Floor Blocks 21 in. by 1 12 in. delivered i in full «at 
Cellular Rustics soe see eee eee see « 618 0 PE a: gla ee nied 1,000 35 14 0 f 
Single Bullnose do. ... ae oe ome oe » 613 0 Bai * ina eg a fu es ” 4210 0 | 
nd pac aaa ra . 713 0 - > ne <a ‘ae ate iss x aio | 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) .. — ws 23 > 6 7 in, do. yas Se resi oa <cs one ” 58 8 0 | 
Do. ee = aes & = “4 : San, ea Bulg a fe pm a ‘“ 68 9 0 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ase soe = "3" KE" 50 | 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) nets eee a 10 8 O thet he ‘Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles oF 1, ,000 muitiples a 10 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _.. is 9 6 6 10" <4" x jm = ” »» 7 0 0 
: ial Purpose sr = (London to me 714 0 - = 
i Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks ondon 
aaa xe . 26 6 3. | STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
3 in. do. “(London stations) ees en ae ts 31 12 0 The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices i 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) ws 36 0 O delivered London Area. E 
2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot k 
(London sites) ey 14 8 6 Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 
ii ~ Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
’ es) x 14 13 6 Best Quality bcs — +1174, +13 Oroy 
i og Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London BSS Best do. ... _ +10% +1174 % +10% +3 Na 
Sel igen igage napealel sega ioaa tsa ae m 15 6 0 Tested Quality ... oni T3784 174g +374 + 130) ' 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Bacings BSS Tested do. +474 %41178% +474 24+ 
(London sites) es <3 16 1 70 ale Delivered or ommeeae* sues fl 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry ‘Red Facings. Berk- Best Quality aa + 
shire district (London sites) os = yl a BSS Best do. ” 410% +85% +10% +105 % 410% ral 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi - Colour Facings. Tested Quality... . +374% 485% +373%+105 Zo +374 got ' 
Berkshire district (London sites) He i eo 17 5 6 BSS Tested do.... +474%+85%  +474%4105% +4747%+ , 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES. etc.—continued 


THE BUILDER 


£ « & 
3 in. Land ae isan (in - in. —— .. per 1,000 11 3 6 
4 in. do. fe ree : 14 14 6 
DAMP COURSE 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 
delivered London area , “2 .. per yd. sup. 3 3 
Asbestos base ditto 7 lb. per ‘yd. sup. do. do. a 5 0 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. a 11 3 
18 in. X9 in. British damp course slates ... per 1,000 38 6 0 
14 in. x9 in. do. do. bei 11 O 
9 in. x9 in. do do. = 18 2 6 
18 in. X44 in. do do. “s 7 is 6 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. a 1419 
9 in. x 44 in. do. do. v3 FG 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 8 0 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground — 9 0 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area _,, 8 9 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aa pe 8 3 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ae 8 34 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, _ ee and 
stooled cills ‘ - ft.cube 3 10 8 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. a 210 6 
12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated F ea 119 O 
12in. X 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping es 2% Oo 
14in. X 6 in. do. Oo. es ZF @ 
44in. X 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ‘ z 2 @ 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 7 6 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered ‘brickwork perft.cubel 5 9 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork aaa see ve ses aes 110 6 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front + perft.cube2 S$ O 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . ce z 2 @ 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 8 6 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd.sup.2 19 3 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French ees Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district ai 29 8 O 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district 50 9 O 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district eee 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 6} tiles Berkshire district aa aa 14 1 6 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district wea = 13 18 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. oad nad 110 0 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... Me sea i 8 0 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 . Sa Zak sen 8 1 6 
do. pm Rides J ng (49S) wad ne 19 0 0 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First- -quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual 
24 x 12 124 17 4 
22 . 12 103 13 8 
ane Sh 93 13 6 
20 x 12 88 9 O 
20 x 10 82 7 9 
18 x 10 59 12 9 
18x 9 52 14 6 
16 x 10 49 1 3 
16x 8 : 38 3 8 
Note. —Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 


Joinery quality 


rcassing quality ... £98 to £102 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. £108 0 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. do. per ft. cube 1 10 O 
do. Honduras do. do. ” 3 5 0 
Oak European do. do. 5 25 0 
do. Japanese do. on do. me 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. s Ii 6 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. rf 315 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. rs 





Ex. went per standard £110 to £135 





DOORS (in Lots I-11) 


Delivered London area. £ 
13 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 


2 ft. O in. x 6 ft. 6 in wa <a eee Cach l 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6in. ... ae pe ae ” 1 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... a ia aia » 1 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... ate oy a .° 1 
2 in. do. but top panel —_ Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ... cia fxs pees ee 2 
2 ft. 9 in. X 6 ft. | i. a ee tf oa 3 2 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. "Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ... ae Jaa pe ‘a 2 
2% 9m. X OR. 6 in: ... aia aa — pe 2 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) . we. per yd. 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... ma 
2 in do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... 
2} in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 


Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of ‘thickness. 

3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
- 100 sq. ft. 2 

4 in. ir “ae ~ : re me 

is in. as 

*; in. Aabaiae Flat Building Sheets ” .-. per yd. sup. 

3 in. do. ; . 

———e Felt, 1- a 


Best Scotch Glue in slabs . per $cwt. 5 
do. pearl ius Pe 5 
Croid Glue aa sae CO 2 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots)... .. perton 64 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . o Pa 61 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) aaa ... per cwt. 3 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) eee = Es 3 
METALS 
Steet Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X S5in., 8in. X Sin., 8in. X 6in., 10in. xX 6in. 
12 in. x 6in. — ain cut to eee delivered — 
area . per ton 41 
Extra for sizes 

3 in. X 14 in. 4in. X li in aa aa pe 3 

3 in. X 3 in. Pre tea “os aia a ns 2 

4in. X 3 in is: 48 cs. Sg aaa é 1 

Sin. % 24m, Si MSM x. wad aa a 1 

43 in. xX lin a aaa ‘an ade ase a 3 

Sin. x 44 in. Tin. X 33in. 13 in. X Sin. ...per ton 

6 in. X 3 in. 24 in. x 73} in. wis ous peteaiiadet 2 
6in. X 44 in. Jin. X 4 in. Sm x 4m «.. 1 
9 in. X 4 in. 10 in. X 5 in. sae sad 1 
12 in. X 5 in. 22 in. X 7 in. is 

9 in. X 7in 10 in. X 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 

14 in. xX 5} in 14 in. X 6 in. 14 in. X 8 in. 

15 in. X 5 in 15 in. X 6 in. 16 in. X 6 in. e 

16 in. xX 8in 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. X 7 in. 

18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. X 64in. 20in. X 7% in. 

Steel angles average price ona oea << ar ae 
Steel tees average price... “a “aa tec ee 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted oi nen “a a” oe ae 
Compound girders .. ne ie aa pee ik ae, 
Stanchions ... < aaa aaa eee a = @& 
Compound stanchions a aes “ae ey 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins —... Aee a > 

Average prices not for awkward work. 

Angle cleats and $ in., ? in. and 3 in. bolts paena — 
London area --percwt. 4 
FERRO- Cuneo mies 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex aman 

Stock § £ in. diam., and aaa 42 

} in. diam. as a “per ton extra 4 

*~; in. do. as ae aaa ore js ee 3 

gin. do. eco ove exe aes oa Ps 2 

sin. do. eee “we aaa eee ase ae ~ a 1 


MiLp STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 


Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
Class A + , 74% } 
Class B + 184% Light + 324% Malleable List—323% + 40% 
Class C + 353% Heavy + 40% 
Be A 14}9 
ass A — 
Class B — 26 Light + 193% Malleable List—323 % 
Class C + 114% Heavy + 273% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Sto 
oe om En 
3 in. eee eee eee eee eee {24 3: fll 
34 in. SS ase eee eee < a 3/5 4 
4 in. ase eee ese ove 4/11 3/10 1/4 
4% in. ree Sa ane eee «an ae 4/4 1/7 
5 in. =e sue eee oe ww =: 6/1 4/8 Wil 
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List prices and following discounts: 

















METALS—continued } 
C.1.0.G, GuTTERS 
Stop 

3i Gutters Nozzle Ends 
: in. os oe < ass “ 4/7 4/1 1/1 
34 BIS) ase peace. tes: ayaeel Gee eae 4/1 1/4 
; in. Bok ee ses ve ee 5/8 4/4 1/7 
4 in. ase ase ses =: ses 6/1 4/11 1/11 

in. se < Ba one abe 6/8 5/8 2/2 

C.I. RAIN-WATER Pipes 

Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Pipe Bends _ Branches 
: in. ae oes des 7/7 3/10 5/ 
24 i ee ee OE a 4/4 7/5 
3 in. a ee eee | cs 5/5 8/1 
3 in. ree ase Se Sai ess 9/8 6/4 9/8 

in. be ree < ne 11/23 7/9 11/6 

. LCC. Coaren Sort P1pes 
2 in. ane oe isa 8/73 6/8 8/1 
| eee 7/4 10/1 
3 in. en aoe is Sb ai 10/2 8/1 11/11 
34 in. oe oe wee as one 11/43 10/1 13/11 
4 in. : ee 12/114 11/3 16/5 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 74% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 2} per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTteD DRAIN Pipes 


In 9-fts. 

; cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 
4 in. “ ae pant | i 47 6-274 19/3 34/- 

6 in. poe ea Pr 2 6 1 40/9 51/- 81/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 

All less 173 per cent. discount. 

: 2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. a .. per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes... ... each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches _ . ae 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse as 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 4¢ in. proj. ue 2/11 3/9 4/3 5/11 

do. 6in. do. if 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. 43 in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends see oo ©6each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends bcs ies ee /10 fll 1/- 1/2 
Angles ... mer oa a 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles __ e. eins a 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips s 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTOS Har- ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. in Sin. 6in 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/0 3/7 /- 
Drop ends ... eo. each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stopends... Spek anes /9 /10 /1l 1/- 1/2 
Angles rik Sot as 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles ake See ak 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips oS 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
Per ton basis 
in London 
ao ae 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant any 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars 39 16 6 


Mild Steel Hoops |... eee as le (iw 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— a RB 
20 gauge ae ‘es me is ane aw 52 8 6 
24 gauge ae nae ae oat at, son as 5418 6 
26 gauge : ise as 57 18 6 

Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge a 60 6 O 
24 gauge cs aa ais aon ean mn 63 16 O 
26 gauge aa es Sos 69 1 0 

Galvanised flat sheets ¢. R. and a bine 
20 gauge — eee ro den 61 6 0 
24 gauge res oes ene Ses Ske aes “ 64 16 O 
26 gauge... ae ose cee sae bee a 70 1 0 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


7 rices) ‘sa. 
heet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) .. per lb. 2 7 
Sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ms 2 44 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) . 2 6¢ 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) 2 4 
Coiled strip for ‘flashing 99.7 of purity 22 SWG (12in. 
wide) “ y 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20SWG per sheet 1 8 6 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG ” 13 9 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG Pe i738 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding . per lb. Zz 3 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C 1 in. diam. round — ‘5 2 2% 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle oe 2 8 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. ae ‘5 24 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D x 20 SWG a ; i 


Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG we 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. 4in. Zin. lin. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron. ..- 109/- 158/5 


Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/— 95/9 


Double nut boiler screws .. 18/8 26/5 47/6 

Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/- 193/6 312/5 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 

iron he coe sow 19/6 2316 38/6 

Id in. 1f4in. 2in. 

Caps and screws ae . = 33/- ryt 59/6 


Brass sleeves 


Lead P. trap with brass ease 
screws ; 66/- 82/- 
Lead S. trap do. oes a. = 79/- 98/- 


Solder 
Plumbers’ 
Tinmen’s 
Blow pipe 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 403d. per Ib. plus gauge 
Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 


Extra 
; d. 

sin. xX 19 gauge ay ee 12 
on, x 1. ae ‘ 11 Pe 
1 in xs: 9 an 
It in. x 18 ,, xk 
I¢in. X 18 ,, sae soe oo 
2a KT a re 108 a 


Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras a 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) 


Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic ame nao “~~ and manufactur- 
ing extras 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address 'n Londoo 


or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and et 
Lead Water Pipe in coils 2 
Lead “1? Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 
over 4 in. dia a 
Lead fas or Untinned Compo pipe 
Extras over Basis for quantities saanel 1 ton. 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton ‘ 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. 
lcwt. do. 3 cwt. 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £98 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works, 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads sae over Delivered on Site per ton 


do. White °. do. iva 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. A 
do. Fine do. do. aes 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ae Pam 
Hydrated Lime do. aes oe = 
Lump Lime do. PER 


White Keen’s or Parian Cement in i-ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton ane 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads 

Hair 

Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board ; in. thick 600 
yds. spo over in one delivery. Deliveredsite  . 
1,200 yds... 

Do. Insulating do. Fi in. thick 600 yds. and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site ‘ 

1,200 yds. 

Gypsum yPlaster Wall Boards, '3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
12 ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site : 

1,200 yds... 

Do. A a do. “fin. thick 600 yds. ‘and over 
in one delivery. ee site js és 
1,200 yds. 


November 4 1955 


S . 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/-— 132/— 234/4 oP 623/6 1389/6 


“ 31/11 31/11 56/2 
“14 x 6 1b. Wh x 6ib.2 x7 Ib. 





Pew”? 
sac 


a 


Total per Ib. 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 

Ceiling Distemper... ade eee 

Washable Distemper a 

Gloss Paint’ .. a 

Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . oes 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND Ons 

Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 

Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. iotsin1 1 gal. tins 

Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. keg 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 

Size XD quality, 28 lb. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal. ) drums extra 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) oO. 


SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal. ) drums extra . 
do. do. (40gal.) do. do. 


Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) 

Paste Powder (1 Ib. potiaadl 

White Lining Paper ... ae cio 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or pit 
Oak Pale Copal fs 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside’ 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal, “bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


per cwt. 


per gal. 


per cwt. 


per cwt. 


per gal. 


per cwt. 


: a tin 
per gal. 


per Ib. 


per piece 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary slate Quality. Cut Sizes 


240z. 4, z a % ee 
26 - . a » »» » ” 
32 o: os * %» 

$ in. “Rolled Plate cre me 


ys in. and ¢ in. Rough Cast .. 
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Per ft. super 
d. 


do. Standard Tints 1 43 
do. Special Tints ... 2s 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, | Reedlyte and 
Luminating... 1 
¢ in. Wired Cast aaa we “a 32 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast ... “a 1 2} 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B.2 53 x 53 x 3 in. we - 29 
PB. 7% Xx 7% x 3¢ in. a 42 
P.B.32 7} X 7} X 3 in. : 42 
Radiused Corner saan to match sell with— 
P.B.2 : wea 33 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 <a ‘ 6 9 
tin. Polished Plate Glass, Gs G. Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. “a aaa oom By 
ne sa mt 5 ft. sup. . ae 4 5 
fe - i 45 ft. sup. aa > 
pe a Us 100 ft. sup. - 5 6 
+ in. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates nie 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 i in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one wines or deans in. 
both ways a a 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or ditto a 11 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto a 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 


The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Description of Glass 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. 

24 oz. aa vo 
IOGE “— w 

32 0z. eo 

4 in. Rolled Piate 


+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral 


Patterns, White 


4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 


* and Spotlyte... 


fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 


} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal.. 
t in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Minimum Per ft. sup. 
quantity s. d 


,000 44 

2,000 64 

2, 7k 

saa “ 2,000 104 

=~ a ,000 74 
Standard 

1,000 7k 

2'000 104 

2,000 11} 

2,000 1 0} 





ae 








AS FROM OCTOBER 3, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsibie for errors.) 




















Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
RROD 5205s cavaddcenwusccs A Grade Classification. Al A2 A3 
PRGAENG: ic dccsgusavacteciacia A f / 
Abergavenny ig Craftsmen ... ne - 3 ‘ 13 3/11 3/103 
Abingdon . 2 Labourers "54 3/5 3/43 3/4 
oe A a ania ai 

ddles 
Afan Valley - Town. Grade. Town: 
Aldeburgh . BSTAWUOD cisvesaxacscucccsvecsBa () RUMI oon noes A Ln | En Te 
Aldershot District . : Aylesham Bedlingtonshire UD ......... A Blackwell RD 
Alfreton UD ........ ey We cp vedencwtiivaxustinavacs A Blandford .......... 
Algwiek UH .......cccserscces A Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD 
Altrincham WE Oo aten Se A2 MN ac soccaeccuseaccsiaes A Blidworth —........ 
Amble ........ BARCWEE UD oc ccscccccceses YO ie ee Blyth B eee 
Ambleside pe as Al | Berkhamsted ........ Bodmin 
Amersham .... Dec, oe oe -A2 | Berrington — ....<.scss ees Bognor Regis 
Ammanford Barnard Castle UD ......... A Boldon UD 
CO ea A2 Barnoldswick UD ............ A | Beverley MB ........ Bolsover UD 
Anes Isle of . ey >: CC i eRe A | Bewdley MB........... ares 
Fees « ne eivatee ae: PURER, | hos caja canecases A2 | Bexhill-on-Sea ............... Boston MB ..... 

rundel re ey Ys. Barrow-in-Furness ..........+- i a Sears Bourne End .............sesce«ee 
Ashts ssedanaccunee onl Barrow-upon-SoarRD  ~—|_ Biggleswade ...............++. Bournemouth District ...... 
ponte RD... oY (exc. Thrussington A2)...A | Billericay .............. Brackley MB. ..........ccccsess A 
i Ourne UD >..........0<0. A2 Ae aE ERS IE Guin seweaiiceakens4 Bracknell ....... San 
pena -de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- | le re 
Ashfe, Woulds UD ......... A by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... ae OO eee Bradford-on-Avon aa 
Ashford — . A2 Llu ee | Ti ie) | ameeneereeer ee Al 
pee ord (Middlese A | Ey fae Brandon & Byshottles UD A 
ie" 3) ee A SS SSS =. (cs Brecon—Borough of......... 1 
prepa Neaedeneyen Baxterley Breconshire, County of ... t 
kenaiee ~under-Lyne Beaconsfield District ......... A Bishop Auckland UD Brent Knoll 
ye oni and Brayton . earl A i ’s S re Brentwood 
ioe RD Beccles... A2 Bishops Castle MB. Bridgend ........ 
ina orough Bedale RD A i Bridlington MB 

Pee oscil icerecdecaters NMC ccs ticesccetcecaseas A Bridlington RD 















































Town. Grade. 







Bridgnorth MB ............. Al 
Bridgnorth RD -A2 
Bridgwater Al 
Brierfield : A 
Brighouse MB . A 
Brighton & Hove A 
Bristol District A 
Broadstairs ...... -A2 
Bromsgrove UD .... per 
Broughton, Flint ............ A 
Buckfastleigh ................ A2 
Buckingham ...... aw 
DOIN Sancaseccsccnaqcacdeceds A 
DIN, ccvedeshedasmaashenatin A2 
Burnham-on-Crouch ...... A2 
Burnham-on-Sea ............ A2 
WII ah ccxcaisacsnuscacadciea A 
— -on-Trent C.B.......... A 


— St. Edmunds .. 
SEIN anekiccdanscecies 
| |” CE SR 





CII > Ss cca cnceacceesnas A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of [A2 
Calder Valley 
Camberley District 
Cambridge ... 
Cannock UD 
Canterbury 

Cardiff 
Cardiganshire,County of ¢ t 
Co ea 











Continued on page 790. 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 














































































































































Town. Grade. ! Town. Grade. Town Grade. Town. Grade. 
REPRINTED 5 5555 co cassinsscvees A | Faversham — .....cc.cceceesees A2 PN co acaveasscusoayeeseeeees A2 Pembrokeshire (except Mil- 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al Felixstowe ...... ee S| Lichfield MB .. i ford FIAVER) ....ccrsesessss A2 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 Filey UD ..... wood Lincoin CE ..... — Penmaenmawr ee 
REED visas ecusactssceseuae A | Fleetwood ere Liskeard ....... .-A2 Penrith UD ..... ‘ 
Castleford UD .A | Flint MB. ..... ae Littlehampton me MEMRED. \o isvscexsaccscackeed A2 
CHETAN 6055555 : .A | Folkestone . tAZ Liverpool ...... = Peterborough, Soke of wer 
Chapel-en-le-Frith .A | Frinton a S| BUBMOGOND in.cccccseccevececnee ern Regional portion) . 
ee are ae MAD” «| Wiinoine + occ ctes ces Al Llanelly (incl. Llanelly aad “s TOOUCINONE asics sedacesocsensctiee wv 
Charmy Down ..... aa BT Pickering ..... wy 
Chatham District ............ A | Gainsborough UD ............ Llangollen ....... “3 Plymouth _...... ee 
Eo eee .A2 Gateshead CB ......... sine: London ....... eine Pontefract MB .. sci 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD .A | Gillingham (Dorset) ........ Long Eaton . wea Pontypool & District . mae 
CRCINISTONS ..606s55.05005 uA Gillingham (Kent)....... A BOS civ acousecnscvacs Az Pontypridd District er 
Cheltenham .. mee Glastonbury & Street Loughborough MB .........A POFERCAW! —.....060005 oan 
Chepstow Al Glossop LOGE DAR: s.<000ss00ce | Portishead .. Pe 
Chertsey uA Gloucester .. Lowestoft oak Portland Bill Al 
oS ROOTED re. Gloucestershire, Cnty. of re) ORTON. ssssc0cs ..A2 Portsmouth . A 
Chester-le-Street UD we SMM, Se ccaceductsenness A2 Ludlow MB .. ..A2 Port Talbot cae 
Chesterfield MB ...... sooith CN IEE ivecencccnsetcnsacks A Ludlow RD .. ..A2 Preston —......00. poe 
Chesterfield RD . pam Goole RD (part—Airmyn, PARDO? viciievsivce res Princetown Re 
Chichester ........... ee Ree Seer A Lyme Regis ...... ..A2 Pudsey MB ...... oe 
Chipping Norton....... me ATOBBOTE. «ow snsnecsss owen: Lyneham (Devon) . .-A2 POI incnissescsecsena A2 
Chipping Sodbury ......... A2 Grantham MB oer PNM hi ocsevencoussasueuseme A 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- CERRIIING  svcecbsnissvexcsence A ; 

ham Within and Harden- Grays Thurrock UD Area...A e Radnorshire, County of }$A2 

BMAD cicocescnacensee ssn A2 Great Yarmouth ............... A Macclesfield ........ss000++008 A Ramsgate _......000s..cseeeees A2 
Cirencester SoU) Grimsby CB.......... eA Maidenhead A Raunds UD . A 
Chorley........ mer’ Grimsby RD (part) . “ee Maidstone... A Rayleigh A 
Clacton .......... Al Guildford District ............ Maldon (Essex) . Al Reading .... oA 
Clay Cross UD.... Gan Maltby UD ...... oopA Redcar B .... ay 
Cleethorpes MB . sie Halesowen MB ...........066 A Malton UD ... - A2 Redditch UD ...... A 
Clevedon .......... Al Halifax CB ........ rN Malvern UD .. Al Redhill & Reigate oA 
Cleveleys . aN Halstead ..... he Manchester ... A Rhondda Valley ....... A 
Clitheroe ........ A Haresfield . . Al Manningtree .... Al Richmond B (Yorks) .........A 
Coalville UD ....... aeN arlow ...... ask Mansfield MB A Ripon MB ............. .A2 
Cobham (Surrey) ok Harpenden ..... ok March _ .........+0+ -A2 Rochdak . ee 
Colchester .......... A Harrogate MB.. es Margate ... --A2 Rochester Al 
Calte.<..:.... me Hartlepool B .. ae * Market Harborough RD...A1 Ross-on-Wye -A2 
Colwyn Bay . Al Harwell ....... Ao Market Harborough UD ...A Rossendale Valley A 
Congleton .... “Al Harwich ne Market Rasen UD............ A2 Rotherham CB . me 
Consett UD Sok: Haslemere .. ae Martock ........++++. A2 Royston _ ........ Al 
Conway ..... Al Hastings ............ 2 Maryport ....... A Rugby MB A 
Corby iD... ccssascses- BAN Hatfield (Herts) A Matlock UD A Rugeley UD . Al 
Cornwall, we Ee: A eee A Melksham .............++ A2 Rushden UD  ...........ssseeee A 
Corsham District ...... ex < Hayward Hai .-A2 > ee li 1 
Coventry CB ....... pe DAWN: TIED osecsveses ak)  oeneee 
Cranbrook .... AZ Hemel Hempstead ............A Merthyr ............ A — Walden ..........+5 ." 
Ce ae A2 Henley-on-Thames ..A2 Mexborough UD .. A St a tell : “A? 
Cranwell Aerodrome Site Al LO eee A2 Middlesbrough CB .. A St. Hek —- on 
Crawley A Herefordshire, Cnty. of...fA2 Middleton ......... A = Ne oa "A2 
Crewe .... ‘ oe ae cave Middlewich A Seti “en City” eo 
Crewkerne .. Hertford ...... A Mildenhall _....... A2 ener. soo 
Ce ae A Hexham RD ... A Milford Haven UD Al —* Plain .. ee 
Crook and Willington Hexham UD ... CA Minehead ...........sssseeese A2 ANY veeeeessees A 

Ee eer A Heysham ...... ees Monmouth—Borough of...Al Sawbridgeworth A 
Crowborough ee oak Monmouthshire... Al ads ae 
Cuckfield.......... id Higham Ferrers MB soci Morecambe __...... A roncealhieebed 
EINE Seposncsiacicesctaesere High Wycombe ..... Pe Moreton Valence . -A2 Scunthorpe MB ..... A 

Via a Hig ee Hinckley UD ..... cei EIOY secnccvesses BS a 9 Newhave ~ 

° ry SCIDY UbF  ncccccccccccce o- 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A Hitchin ....... vA in oe a A ln or 
Darlington CB .... ee Hoddesdon . A Mundesl . “A2 Shaftesbury ee: 
Darrncuth AD Holywell ik ME GOSICY o55.05sccssoseezesess 2 ee 43 
Tarwen .... ak Horley ........ ..A2 Sheffield MB. ae 
Daventry MB . -A2 Horncastle UD -A2 Nantwich A Shepton Mallet ... he 
DER no. 2.-5--o00 --A2 ewer ashes wr Neath & Valley ce Sherborne es. ee 
— : a Huddersfield CB guN Nelson. .....<:..:. ne Shipley ..... oie 
rby CB...... sete - ove : 

Devizes : ..A2 «dla sae a re sal = sere ae " Rome nals - 
Devon, County of . .tA2 Haite don (Staffs) an Newcastle-on-Tyne CB...... A Shrewsbury MB . ac 
—? CB ....... ae 8 tar ee | Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Sirhowy Valleys ...........+++ A 

HACOt..-- sees AL New Forest District ......... Sittingbourne ... soubh 
Diss. ... ee Sikeston WEB. o..siscccccvcsescecs A |} ec . . nice = Shanes LD... sail 
Doncaster CB . ae likley UD .... --A =| Newport, Mon. ... ach SUIGUIUED « casssessecavcoveseve A 
Dorchester --A2 Ipswich ..........+. --A | Newport Pagnell .A2 Sleaford UD ............ .Al 
SURE |. <-5. ou cvserasvcavereye A Isle of Sheppey .... ape. Newquay .......... me | Slough, Windsor & Eton 
Dorset, County of (except- Isle of Thanet....... .A2 | Newton Abbot .... wt MIMENIE 3 as scvatcnenssecess Al 

ing Poole, Swanage and Isle of Wight .... .A2 | Normanton UD <3 =e Smethwick CB tA 

Wimborne Al) ...........- A2 SREMCOMBS —vccenssessecssscss A2 | Northallerton District oak Snittisham ...... A2 
Dover ...........--2000- .A2 | Northallerton UD ....... Ree. SEE IED ccc nsessseecossovats A 
Dovercourt ... * Ray PRERIIE  5siscpsons essen wseanee A Northampton CB ' Somerset, County of...... tA2 
Driffield UD ......... Al North Shields ........ ay Southampton and 
Drigg & Carleton . csv. Keighley MB .................- A North Walsham .A2 Nam ees ance cey cei eR a A 
Droitwich MB.. A Kendal ....... A Northwich ......... ae — Sea Dist.......A 
Dudley CB ... A Kenilworth nee Norton Radstock Al BOUtGOONt ox .56 0255505 A 
Dunstable woe A Kettering MB ... ok Norwich ............ o South PShicids CB aie 
Durham B ..........-seeseeeees A Keynsham ........... ri Nottingham CB . ot Southwold _........ ee: 

Kidderminster MB.. ‘apa Nuneaton MB _....ccosccosess A Spalding UD sore 
ION oo ony sey cecncensnese A ~ eg pea geees .Al Stafford MB.... A 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val....... A ing’s Lynn ....... .Al TMNMIOS. svc cccieseses os 
East Grinstead District ...A2 Kingsteignton Al —— > NCL alate < Stamford MB . -Al 
East Kesteven RD... ae Kirkham ......... me Ok “oe mS Stantonwick .. ay 
East Retford MB......... paren Knaresborough UD . ooo Oldh eee 7k Stevenage .. JA 
Eastwood (Notts) UD......A eee” cesses A ill — Stockport .......... ih 
Ebbw Vale & District.........A pen a i —_ Stockton RD . 2A 
Edenbridge .......... WAZ RI cicinntsantcsecenenennas A pmo ge otk x Stockton-on-Tees B.. aA 
IV csspexcksevece sae Leamington MB.. ae pin t Prey, “A2 Stoke-on-Trent CB . Pp 
Epping .... Loe Leatherhead ..... Rey Oundi OD es “A? Stoke Orchard ..... Al 
Evesham MB. =e. Leeds CB .... we Oxie 4 ek Stourbridge MB . - * 
Exeter ....... A Leek UD .... oe gla “AI Stourport UD . ny. 
Beaute css cvcescoses »-A2 Leicester CB ..... ee KLEE sevsererseseeeroessecees Stowmarket ..... Al 

Leighton Buzzard . .Al Stratford-on- Avon MB......A 
IIE 5 sss esesceacsteponey A2 IN. - nepbicasargons .A2 Padstow Stroud (RD Area) ‘oan 
Falmouth ... om Leominster .A2 Paignton ... — Sunderland CB ... 
Fareham EOIN WOTED. occcsccsvcscesecsvesy A DPE - Secunpadeciviacnvecseanepnseny SURGIRGMC ..ccisecssesecsses 























Town, 


Sutton Coldfield MB .. 


Swadlincote UD ..... 
Swaffham .......... 
Swanage District . 
BWAREOR oon ccsccsscecs 
Swindon District 
Swinton UD ........... 


Tamworth MB ......... 


Taunton _........ 
Tavistock 
Tenterden ... 
Teignmouth 
Tewkesbury ..... 
Thames Haven 
Thetford ........ 
Thirsk RD . 
Thorpe Bay ......... 
Thurrock UDG Area .. 


» North of to Billericay. 


Tilbury 
Todmorden MB 
Tonbridge ...... 
Torquay 
Totnes 

i): ee 
Trowbridge 
En ivccdsencinee 
Tunbridge Wells 


Tynemouth CB ......... 


IIE nv ceiitesicndinte 


Uppingham pone 
Uttoxeter RD 
Uttoxeter UD........ 


Wakefield CB ......s.cccescess 


Wakefield RD . 
Wallsall CB.. 
Wallsend B .. 
Wi ee 
Walton-on-Naze 


Warminster 
Warrington ..... 
Warwick MB .... 
Wednesbury MB.... 
Wellingborough UD . 
Wellington UD ....... 
Wellington (Somerset 
Wells (Norfolk) ..... 
Wells (Somerset) .. 
WREENEE © venceiasccces 
Welwyn Gar. City .. 
West Bromwich CB. 
WERBOTY ..0.sesc0000 
Westcliffon- Sea . 
Westerham ......... 
West Hartlepool CB . 
Westmorland (except 

Kendal) 
Weston-super-Mare 
Weybridge 
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Weymouth (including Port- 
land Bill, excluding ins 


land Stoneyards) ... 
Whitby UD 
Whitby RD 
Whitehaven 
Whitley & Monksea 





Whitstable and District ... 


Wickford 
Widnes ... 
Wigan 
Wigton 
Wilmslow ...... 
Wilts. County of.. 
Wimborne ....... 
Wincanton 
Winchester .... 
Windermere 
Wisbech ..... 


Withernsea UD 
Woking ....... 
Wokingham ....... 
Wolverhampton C 
Wolverton District 
Woodbridge ... ..-+ 
Woodhall Spa UD .. 
Woodstock _...... 
Worcester CB 
Workington ... 
Worksop MB 
Worthing ......-..- 
Wrexham (incl. Ce’ 
Wroughton 
Wylam ..........- 
Wymondham 


Yate 
Yeovil Borough . 
York CB .. 
Ystalyfera........- 











For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 4s. Id 


Labourers, 3s. 63d. *Plus 2d. per working day. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shop: 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


s, receiv: 


Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 1jd. per hour. Women engaged on work other thao 


craft processes, 2s. 93d. per hour. Z 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 794. 
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THE BUILDER 


ACCIDENTS IN BUILDING 
Prevention Through Efficiency 


HE London Industrial Accident 

Prevention Group’s Conference at 
Guildhall on October 28, was addressed 
as the subject of “Accident Prevention 
and Efficiency with special reference to 
the Building Industry” by Mr. P. E. 
TRENCH, OBE, TD, BSc. Following are 
extracts from his address: 

High morale and high efficiency go 
hand in hand, and I propose to relate 
this theme particularly to the building 
industry. Whilst the building industry 
cannot be proud of its accident rate, it 
has much to be proud of in what it has 
done and is doing. Too much emphasis is 
placed on its weaknesses, and too little 
on its achievements, and in this connec- 
tion, too little thought is given to the con- 
ditions in which it operates. Among these 
difficulties which have to be faced are a 
large and ever-changing population of 
casual labour moving from job to job, 
the vagaries of the weather, increasing 
mechanisation in a comparatively un- 
mechanicallv-minded industry, the dan- 
gers of depths and the dangers of height, 
and temporary structures. 


EFFICIENCY CONTRASTS 


There is a contrast between the job 
which is carried on efficiently and the one 
which is not; the efficient job is the more 
profitable one and in all probability the one 
on which there is the lower accident potenti- 
ality. But efficiency cannot be measured 
only in terms of the financial profitability 
of a contract. In the building industry site 
efficiency is the welding together of a unit, 
no matter on how temporary a basis, su 
that it has a corporate spirit which moves by 
controlled and organised stages to a pre- 
determined plan of time and cost. In the 
same way, accident prevention is not just 
a matter of good housekeeping and a tidy 
job; it is the inculcation into all men in the 
team not only of the responsibility for their 
own safety but the fact that they have an 
obligation to all the other members of that 
team. The conditions in which they work 
and the degree of leadership exercised must 
influence their viewpoint There is no doubt 
that with a little more effort and at no more 
cost accidents could be greatly reduced. 

That effort is required from management, 
from the Trade Unions, and from the opera- 
tives themselves; the financial cost of acci- 
dent prevention will be offset by the reduc- 
tion in insurance premiums, by the avoid- 
ance of dislocation on the job with its 
consequential fall in morale. and by the re- 
duction of lost hours. 

Efficient management is concerned with 
minimising loss of all kinds, but it is also 
concerned with training and communica- 
tions, and unless it can ensure that its policy 
reaches the operative, it is failing in one of 
its essential duties. Management has all the 
aids but it must have the will to use them. 
In the building industry, the enthusiasm 
and will of top management will not show 
results unless reflected on the site. Apart 
from the shipbuilding industry, it is only 
the building industry which is required by 
aw to appoint safety officers. It is not un- 
usual today to find a full-time specialist in 
accident prevention on the larger building 
contract, and as a result of a special investi- 
nee it was discovered that of all the acci- 
ents under review, 42 per cent. occurred 
On sites where no one had been appointed 
to pay special attention to safety, 30 per 





cent. occurred on sites where safety super- 
vision was in the hands of someone who 
had other duties to perform, 25 per cent. 
occurred on sites which a safety officer 
visited occasionally, whereas only 1.25 per 
cent. occurred on sites where a safety officer 
was employed continually. 

It would be entirely false, however, not 
to admit that the vast majority of building 
contracts today have on them nobody 
trained or skilled in accident prevention. On 
many of the medium-size and smaller jobs 
today, the man made responsible for safety 
is the general foreman. The general fore- 
man is a very remarkable man, and he is 
not only skilled technically but a man who 
is called upon to be an administrator, a 
lawyer, a cost accountant, a personnel 
manager, a diplomat and sometimes even 
an engineer. Few of the older men have 
had the opportunity of further education 
and they are dependent upon self-tuition 
and guidance from their firm to keep them 
up to date with a rapidly mechanising in- 
dustry. It is easy to make the case that this 
is not the man in whose charge safety policy 
on the site should be placed and that the 
responsibility for safety should be in the 
hands of some other individual on the job. 
I am not altogether in agreement with that 
theory; | do not believe in divided responsi- 
bility nor do I believe that the organisation 
of the site, which is the prime responsibility 
of the general foreman, can be divorced 
from site safety policy. Let him delegate 
if necessary but the prime responsibility for 
safety on the site should be in the hands 
of the man responsible for its organisation, 
its efficiency and its discipline. 

Efficiency in the building industry today 
is very much related to mechanisation 
and the introduction of new techniques, 


and these very measures have brought 
safety problems in their wake. To cope 
with these new and efficient methods, 


in addition to the principles already out- 
lined, greater emphasis on education and 
training is required. It demands also imagi- 
nation and ingenuity on the part of manu- 
facturers of new equipment to make them 
safe for use in the conditions on a building 
site. Training the new intake is the in- 
dustry’s responsibility and it is important 
that all craft apprentices should have some 
instruction in accident prevention during 
their term of training. The London Builders’ 
Group has set a fine example in this direc- 
tion by organising for London apprentices 
a series of lectures and visits to the Safety 
Centre in Horseferry-road. 


Conference Luncheon 


A CONFERENCE LUNCHEON was held by the 
chairman and committee of the London 
Industrial Accident Prevention Group on 
October 28 at which the chief guest was Sir 
George Barnett. the Chief Inspector of 
Factories. 

Sir GEORGE said that the representation 
of the smaller and middle-sized firms was 
needed in the accident prevention groups. 
He stated that the groups were doing a valu- 
able service in helping the work of the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Accidents and 
added that better results would come from 
a higher representation in membership of 
the Royal Society. 

The importance of top management initi- 
ating and establishing a definite policy with 
regard to factory safety was emphasised. Sir 
George also said it was necessary to stress 
the responsibility of the department mana- 
ger or foreman. They must play a greater 
part in preventing accidents. He spoke of 
the important work of the safety officer in 
co-ordinating managerial policy. 
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BRITISH STANDARDS 
Institution’s Annual Report 


(THE annual report* of the British Stan- 

dards Institution for the year ended 
March 31, 1955, contains in its 240- odd 
pages a review of the wide range of activity 
which the Institution now embraces. The 
introductory “general report” refers to two 
fields—codes of practice and consumer goods 
—in which the BSI has recently extended its 
activities and for which two new councils 
have been set up. A new section of the 
divisional reports is devoted to the work of 
the council for codes of practice, which has 
now been in action for over a year. The 
advisory council on standards for consumer 
goods has only been in effective action for 
a few months and has not as yet issued a 
report on its work, but the background to 
its creation and the problems with which it 
is to deal are set out in the general report. 
The accounts of international committees, 
contained in a separate section, and of the 
overseas activities of the Institution gener- 
ally, reflect the increasing importance of this 
aspect of standards. 

The largest section of the report is. natur- 
ally concerned with the projects for British 
Standards which have been under consider- 
ation during the year by some 60 major 
industries. This section includes notes on 
some of the more important standards issued 
during the year and on significant develop- 
ments which have taken place on other pro- 
jects The number of projects “in hand” at 
any time is, of course, so great—totalling 
many thousands—that only a selection can 
be described or commented on in the report, 
but complete lists are given under each main 
committee. In this section can be found, in 
their place under the BSI network of com- 
mittees, the projects for such items as re- 
flectors and parking lights, medical gas 
cylinders, suppression of radio interference, 
instruments to measure air pollution, ther- 
mometers and crash helmets, as well as the 
thousands of items which rarely impinge on 
the man in the street, but which, like the 
steel plate, the screw thread, and the zinc 
alloy die casting, are integral to a wide 
range of products or processes. 

A page of statistics, included in the general 
report, indicates at a glance the continuing 
scale of BSI activity —just under 900,000 
copies of standards sold in the year, over 
4,000 meetings of committees held, 1,300 
licences to use the BS certification marks 
issued. The number of subscribing members 
of the Institution is now 8,300. 


New Appointments 

THE new chairman of the general council 
of the British Standards Institution is 
Sir Herbert Manzoni, CBE, Engineer and 
Surveyor of the City of Birmingham since 
1935. The election of Sir Herbert was an- 
nounced at the annual general meeting of 
BSI held on October 25 at the Institution’s 
London headquarters. At the same meeting 
Sir Roger Duncalfe was re-elected presi- 
dent of BSI, and Mr. J. Ryan was elected as 
vice-president on completion of his three- 
year period of service as chairman of the 
general council. Sir Stanley Rawson be- 
comes chairman of the BSI Engineering 
Divisional Council. 





* Annual Report, 1954-5, British Standards 
Institution. Obtainable from BSI, British Standards 
House, 2, Park-st., London, WI. Price 5s. 
























[From Our Own Correspondents] 


AUSTRALIA.—The Australian Govern- 
ment and Melbourne City Council have 
agreed to finance certain works associated 
with the Olympic Games estimated at £2m. 
After the games next year, the Olympic 
Village at Melbourne will become part of 
the State Housing Commission’s accommo- 
dation for Australians needing homes. 

The plan encompasses the construction of 
a town for 6,000 people and the building 
of a spectacular sports centre. There are 
three main construction centres—the Mel- 
bourne Cricket Ground, Olympic Park, and 
the Olympic Village at Heidelberg, eight 
miles from the city. At Olympic Village 
about 700 homes are being built to accom- 
modate the athletes. 


BOLIVIA.—A report in the Bolivian 
Press now gives some additional details of 
possible hydro-electric development on the 
River Negro, in connection with the con- 
struction of a branch road from Monte- 
puncu, on the Cochabamba-Santa Cruz 
Highway, to the River Ichilo. The proposed 
power station is envisaged at a point about 
27 km. from Montepuncu. It would require 
the construction of a tunnel of 2,800 metres 
and give a fall of water of 900 metres, said 
to be the highest in South America. The 
plant would generate 70,000 kw. of electric 
power. The cost is estimated at 14m. US 
dollars. 

The new road from Montepuncu is esti- 
mated to cost 7m. US dollars, of which 
3m. would be used for machinery which 
could be used later for other road con- 
struction. It is understood that the Cor- 
poracion de Fomento has requested a credit 
of 7m. dollars from the Export-Import Bank 
for this purpose. 


BRAZIL.—Plans have been made by 
COSIPA (Companhia Siderurgica Paulista), 
of Brazil, to erect a steel mill with a capacity 
of 220,000 tons of finished products per 
annum. Equipment required from abroad will 
cost up to $70m. . . . The National Bank of 
Economic Development is to advance $300m. 
to the Termoeletrica Charqueadas SA of 
Rio Grande do Sul, for the erection of a 
thermal-electric station at Sao Jeronimo. 
The plant will have an initial capacity of 
10,000 kw. and will eventually produce 
45,000 kw. 

The National Bank has also authorised 
the Companhia de Forca a Luz de Cata- 
guazes e Leopoldina to commence the first 
stage of construction of a hydro-electric 
station to be known as Nova Usina Mauricio 
at Leopoldina, Minas Gerais. The power 
station, which will be sited on a tributary 
of the River Paraiba, will have an initial 
productive capacity of 10,000 kw., later to be 
stepped up to 26,000 kw. 

The Bank of Brazil has approved a project 
submitted by the Admiral Corporation of 
Chicago for developing the electronics indus- 
try. The project includes plans for the instal- 
lation of a large factory for radio and tele- 
vision sets, military and scientific apparatus 
and electronic components. ... The contract 
for drawing up the construction plans of the 
projected Rio Niteroi tunnel was awarded 
to the French firm Etudes et Entreprises 
SA, of Paris. The plans are due to be 
submitted in eight months. 
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SPAIN.—The firm of Dubeitia y Estan- 
cona SA in Spain, is understood to be 
planning a factory at Durango, near Bilbao, 
for the production of motor-cars.... The 
Spanish National Institute of Industry has 
been empowered to set up a plant in Huelva 
district with a production capacity of 20,C00 
tons of cellulose per annum. The plant 
is to be ready for production by 1958. 

General Electrica Espanola SA is seeking 
authorisation for the enlargement of its 
existing plant.... The firm of Didier Mersa 
SA has requested authority to enlarge its 
factory at a cost of 25m. pesetas.... A 
company called “ Herederos de Dona A. M. 
Barberas” has been authorised to establish 
a new cinnabar distillation plant at Castares 
in Granada. 


BIF CHAIRMAN VISITS USA 


Sir Ernest Goodale, chairman of British 
Industries Fair, Ltd., left London on Octo- 
ber 20 on his way to New York for a 
fortnight’s tour on behalf of the BIF in 
North America. 


On November 1 Sir Ernest went on to 
Canada. He will meet Mr. C. D. Howe, 
head of the Department of Trade and Com- 
merce, in Ottawa, and will also talk with 
Canadian and British Government officials, 
businessmen and journalists in Toronto and 
Montreal. He plans to return to London 
by air on November 9. 

Next year’s BIF will be held at Earls 
Court, London, from February 22 to 
March 2, and at Olympia, London, and 
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TERRAZZO TILING 
IN-SITU & PRE-CAST 


Specialists 
ALSO 


ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS: 


LONDON: VICTORIA 6176 Sales Office (2 lines) 
MOLESEY 6011 (3 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM: EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
BRIDGEND, GLAM.: BRID. 736 
MANCHESTER: DEANG6GATE 5971 
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Castle Bromwich, Birmingham, simultane. 
ously from April 23 to May 4. 


SWAN RIVER BRIDGE, AUSTRALIA 
*The Government of Western Austral 


has approved the appointment of Messy) 


Maunsell, Posford and Pavry, Abbey Hon 
Victoria-street, SW1, as civil engineering cop 


sultants for the design and supervision of) 


proposed bridge across the Swan Rive 
Perth. The consultants will collaborate wit 
Sir William Holford, FRIBA, in relation 
the architectural treatment of the design, anj 


with Mr. C. S, Chettoe, BSc(Eng.), MICEP 


in relation to structural features. 


In due course a further special repeal whic 


cular will be issued when tenders for th) 
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ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref.: ESB/1516/5/ 


NEW YORK TRADE FAIR, 1957 
*A world trade fair is to be held in th 


new Coliseum Building in New York fron! 


April 14 to 27. The promoters are th 
Charles Snitow Organisation Inc., of Ne 
York. Assurances of co-operation have bee 
expressed by the New York City Departmen 
of Commerce and Federal and State Authot: 
ties. The organisers regard the fair a) 
essentially for displays of foreign producti” 
and are rejecting applications for space fron) 
US manufacturers. : 

Trade Sections: The Coliseum Buildin{ 
will provide 300,000 sa. ft. of floor spach 
Exhibits will be organised in trade section) 
and not national groups. Among the trat 
classifications are the following: Group {P 
includes building materials and_ supple 
electronic equipment, scientific instrument/ 
precision tools, small power tools, plumbit) 
heating and air-conditioning equipment ati) 
supplies, electrical equipment and motos). 
automotive accessories and parts. Group! 
includes furniture, home furnishings 4!) 
interior decorations, carpets and floor cover 
ings, lamps and lighting fixtures. Group! 
includes hardware, housewares, home él) 
trical appliances 


Telephone inquiries to Chancery 441||_ met! 
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Customs Regulations: It is planned 
establish a free trade zone for the li) 
whereby products may be brought in ft! 
display and exhibited without payment) 
duty. 

Attendance is to be restricted to buyti) 
apart from certain specific days and hou} 
when the public will be admitted. Ay 
extensive advertising and publicity campi) 
is planned by the promoters to reach ¥f 
principal buyers throughout the US of 
types of products which will be exhibilty 
at the fair. An-effort is also to be mip 
to attract Canadian and Central and Sous 
American buyers. 

Exhibition Space: The cost of sp 
throughout the fair is $4 per sq. ft. Appli*) 
tions for space and general inquiries shovy 
be addressed to the London represenlait 
of the Charles Snitow Organisation, | 
A. P. Wales, Dudley House, Southamp'} 
street, Strand, WC2. Alternatively m5 
ested firms may prefer their North Ameni*)™ 
agents to approach the Charles Sm 
Organisation direct at Suite 1103, “2 
Madison-avenue, New York 17, New 1% 

The Exhibitions and Fairs Branch of 9 
Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobi*}s 


UME TY 










road, London, WC1 (Tel. Chancery # 
ext. 436), will be pleased to answer inqu! 
about this notice. (Ref. E and F 
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* From the Board of Trade Special Resist 
formation Service. 
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NILE DAM CONTRACT 


A contract was signed on October 29 
between Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners 


company will act as consulting engineers for 
the High Dam project at Aswan. Colonel 
Samir Helmy, secretary-general of the Saad 
el] Aali Authority, the body established by 
the Government for the execution of the 
project, said on October 30 that they had 
already begun practical tests and investiga- 
tions. He said that ‘all the roads and rail- 
way tracks leading to and within the site 


' would be ready by July, 1957, the date on 


which, from the technical point of view, 


metres. The cost of the complete 10-year 
scheme, which would furnish hydro-elec- 
tricity equivalent to about 10 times Egypt’s 


_ present consumption, is estimated at £210m. 


to £240m. 

The dam now to be designed will create 
a,reservoir about 400 miles long and will be 
one of the biggest in the world. Subject to 
agreement with the Sudan authorities, the 
reservoir will extend for 150 miles into Sudan 
territory. Tenders for the constructional 
work will be invited on an international 
basis after the preliminary designs, specifica- 
tions and bills of quantities have been 
prepared. ; 
DAR-ES-SALAAM CEMENT 

Recent investigations by the Department 
of Geological Survey have revealed near 
Dar-es-Salaam deposits of raw material 
which would appear to be suitable in 
character and sufficiently extensive in quan- 
tity to justify the setting up of a cement 
manufacturing plant. The situation is at 
Wazo Hill, 13 miles north north-west of 
Dar es Salaam and the Tanganyika Depart- 
ment of Mines is inviting tenders in terms 
of proposals for the establishment of a plant. 


AFRICAN CONSTRUCTION 


(From our own Correspondent) 


RHODESIA.—A great housing drive 1s 

changing the face of Salisbury in preparation 
for a growing stream of immigrants. “ The 
Avenues,” a quiet residential area of about 
900 acres to the north of the business centre 
of the city is being converted into a region of 
flats that will eventually house around 40,000 
people. Already 112 blocks of flats are built 
or planned in this area. 
_Work will start during September on a 
£500,000 building project “ Charter House,” 
In Salisbury by the British South Africa 
Company to provide offices for itself and for 
the Anglo American Corporation. 

THE UNION.—Housing, for both Euro- 

Peans and non-Europeans, is one of the main 
things occupying the mind of the Govern- 
ment at present. In the next five years South 
African Railways will spend £18m. on depart- 
mental housing for its employees, This 
figure excludes the railway house-ownership 
oe on which £2,500,000 is being spent 
this year. Under this scheme railway offi- 
cials can apply for housing loans at a low 
rate of interest. 
a —— Housing Commission’s allo- 
pl yy the Government for loan to local 
u Orities this year for different European 
and Native housing schemes is £10m. 
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Pretoria’s City Electrical Engineer, Mr, 
D. J. Hugo, has been in Britain in connection 
with the completion of the city’s second 
power station which is costing £10m. 
and plans are being considered for a third 
to cost probably £15m. 

The second power station to be built by 
Escom to augment supplies in the Orange 
Free Siate and the Transvaal will probably be 
built at Rietfontein. The cost will be ap- 
proximately £25m. 

NAIROBI.—Mzr. R. E. Anderson, chair- 
man of the Kenya European Hospital Asso- 
ciation, has announced the plans for building 
a four-storey extension to the Nairobi Euro- 
pean Hospital. It will cost £159,500 and will 
contain 108 beds. The new block, in addi- 
tion to wards, would contain a complete 
training school with a lecture theatre, two- 
bed training ward and library. There will 
also ,be a physiotherapy room and a cardiac 
centre. The architects are Hughes and Pol- 
kinghorne, Delamere-avenue, Nairobi. 


Building Methods 

The announcement that the new building 
for the Transvaal Provincial Administration 
in Pretoria is to be a reinforced concrete 
structure clad with aluminium in place of 
the more conventional masonry, has been 
received with considerable interest in the 
building world as this is the first time this 
material has been used in the inland areas 
of South Africa for a large building. 

A new method of construction developed 
by the National Building Research Institute, 
Pretoria, to overcome cracking due to ex- 
pansive soils is being tried out on a private 
house being built near Pretoria. Instead 
of the normal foundations, the house is built 
in three sections, each of which rests on three 
small concrete pads. The walls are made of 
reinforced brickwork. Using the principle 
that three points will always remain in one 
plane no matter how they move relative to 
each other, the NBRI has designed and tested 
a number of experimental structures founded 
on three-point foundations. Two of the 
foundation pads are situated at the corners 
at each end of one wall, the remainder of 
the building being completely free of the 
ground,. The walls, which are reinforced 
with steel rods to form deep beams, carry 
the weight of the floors, roof, internal parti- 
tions and contents to the foundation pads. 





“POLY” 
P.V.Cc. FLOORING 
in sheet or tiles 


The new low-priced flooring ! 


RESILIENT 
NON-STRETCH 
HARD-WEARING 
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Marbled Colours 


EDWARD STUART & CO. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


LECTURES ABROAD 


Mr. Clough Williams-Ellis, FRIBA and 
his wife Amabel Williams-Ellis, the auth- 
oress, who left on November 1 for a private 
visit to North Africa, are breaking their 
journey in Lisbon and Madrid to lecture 
for the British Council on architectural and 
literary subjects. 


MWB AND PRICE RINGS 


The Metropolitan Water Board state that 
they have had before them a report by their 
Chief Engineer as to the extent to which 
there is evidence of “price rings” in the 
submission of tenders to the Board. In 
view of the information contained in the 
report they have arranged for copies to be 
forwarded to the Monopolies Commission 
and the Metropolitan Boroughs Standing 
Joint Committee. 


ACCIDENT GROUP MEETING 


The 29th general meeting of the London 
Building and Engineering Contractors Acci- 
dent Prevention Group will be held at 2.30 
p.m. on the opening day (November 16) of 
the Building Exhibition. It will take place 
in the Large Conference Hall, Olympia, and 
the chair will be taken by Sir Howard 
Robertson, CBE, FRIBA, president, Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Accidents. A 
talk entitled “A Few Words About Safety” 
will be given by Sir Richard Coppock, CBE, 

eneral Secretary of the NFBTO; and a 
“Progress Report” by Mr. Peter Trench, 
OBE, TD, managing director of Bovis, Ltd. 


“ALUMINIUM IN BUILDING” 


An exhibition entitled “ Aluminium in 
Building ” is to be opened by Mr. J. R. 
Bevins, MP, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Works, at the Building Centre, 
26 Store-street, WC1, on November 8, at 
12 noon. This exhibition is staged by the 
Aluminium Development Association to 
show the applications of aluminium to 
building at the present time, including 
displays of curtain walling and other more 
recent uses. It will remain open daily 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until November 30. 


HOUSE PRICES 


The steady rise in second-hand house 
prices during the first six months of this 
year was halted in the third quarter, accord- 
ing to the quarterly report on house prices 
and house building costs prepared by the 
Co-operative Permanent Building Society. 
Meantime building costs continued to rise. 
During the quarter ended September 30 
prices of modern, better-class houses re- 
mained steady at approximately five per 
cent. higher than they were a year earlier. 
The prices of other houses, which show a 
slight rise over the previous twelve months, 
were tending to fall in the last quarter. 


“LEADERSHIP IN 20th CENTURY ” 


A series of five evening lecture-discussions 
on “Leadership in the Twentieth Century,” 
is to be held on successive Thursdays, from 
6.30 to 8 p.m., on November 17 and 24, and 
December 1, 8 and 15, at the Fyvie Hall of 
the Polytechnic, Regent Street, London, W1, 
under the auspices of the Polytechnic 
Management Association. The = guest 
speaker is Lt.-Col. L. Urwick, OBE, MC, 
MA. The fee for the series is £1 10s. Appli- 
cations to the Secretary at St. Katherine’s 
House, 194 Albany-street, NW1. 
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Direct Labour Policy Criticised 


LORD STRATHCLYDE, Tory Minister 

of State for Scotland, was accused of 
“ Socialism less: tolerant than Mr. Bevan’s ” 
at a meeting of the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors (Scottish Section) 
in Glasgow on October 26. 

Mr. W. McCartney, the federation’s 
section secretary, said that his members 
were seriously disturbed and astonished at 
the Minister’s refusal to recommend to local 
authorities that direct labour departments 
must enter into competition with contrac- 
tors. “It is paradoxical,” said Mr. McCart- 
ney, “that in 1946 under a Socialist Govern- 
ment, with Mr. Aneurin Bevan in charge 
of the nation’s housing programme, a special 
memorandum was issued to local authorities 
in England and Wales containing this direc- 
tive: ‘A direct labour department must 
tender in competition with contractors at 
the same time and under identical conditions 
and only obtain the contract if the tender 
is as low as that of any good contractor.’ 

“Lord Strathclyde refuses to make a 
similar recommendation to Scottish local 
authorities. This is pure Socialism advo- 
cated by a Conservative peer—and is, in fact, 
less tolerant than Mr. Bevan’s! ” added Mr. 
McCartney, “ particularly when the Govern- 
ment is calling for the greatest efficiency and 
economy in public expenditure.” 

Once a direct labour department had been 
set up there was every inducement to keep 
it fully employed, possibly to the detriment 
of the taxpayer and the ratepayer. It had 
to be remembered that these departments 
were financed out of public funds and their 
use could only be justified if it could be 
shown that by this method the work could 
be done economically. Competitive tender- 
ing was the obvious way to test this. 

Mr. Davip McCowan HILL, secretary of 
the Scottish National Building Trades 
Federation (Employers), said in a Press 
statement: “This refusal to allow us the 
opportunity to compete with direct labour 
is certainly not in the best interests of the 
country. It is difficult to understand Lord 
Strathclyde’s attitude in this matter.” 


“ Flat Schools”’ Experiment 


GLasGow’s first “ flat school” was occu- 
pied at the Drumchapel housing scheme on 
October 31, and a similar school is also 
to be brought into use at the Castlemilk 
scheme. 

Members of the Education Committee and 
the Housing Committee who visited these 
two schools on October 25 were told by 
CLLR. MYER GALPERN, convener of the 
Education Committee, that this plan of 
adapting three-storey blocks of houses, nor- 
mally containing 18 flats, for the purpose 
of temporary schools was probably the 
boldest experiment undertaken by the city 
education authorities. 

Each school has 11 classrooms with 
accommodation for 440 pupils. Variations 
from normal housing requirements include 
the raising of the ceilings by one foot. Three 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 


including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s. 54d. 


For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year Craftsman’s rate. 44 — 

s. ° 
Ist e 25 44 0 
2nd ~ 334 58 8 
3rd 2 50 88 0 
4th a 663 117 4 
5th ae cs sa OS 132 0 
For female labour, the rates are: 


probationary period) .. 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of : ji 
ee Ae 5 


end of probationary period) 2 











more schools are being built in this way 
at each of the two schemes. The cost of 
building each block as a school was given 
by Cllr. Galpern as £35,000, and reconver- 
sion to houses would cost £13,000—a total 
of £48,000. The normal cost of a block 
of houses could be taken as £24,000, so 
that the net cost of the conversion—schools 
first and houses later—was £24,000. 


Community Centre 

A NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE and library 
opened in the Northfield housing estate, 
Aberdeen, on October 12, by Mr. Thomas 
Johnston, was stated to be the first building 
in Scotland specifically built for this purpose. 
Mr. G. R. McInTosu, City Treasurer, said 
it had been erected at a cost of £25,000, 
which he considered to be money well spent. 


Aberdeen Granite Housing Proposal 

ABERDEEN Housing Committee on Octo- 
ber 24 decided to recommend that tenders 
be invited for the construction of 30 houses 
at the city’s granite housing estate of Kin- 
corth. They did so after considering a letter 
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from the local branch of the Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trade Workers Stating 
that there was unemployment among build. 
ing masons and asking if more work could 
be put in hand by the corporation. 


Queen's College Rebuilding Appeal 


AN APPEAL is to be made to the public 
for funds in aid of rebuilding at Queen’ 
College, Dundee, it was announced on 
October 12 by PrincipaL T. M. Knox, St. 
Andrews University, during his address a 
the autumn graduation ceremony. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for additions § 


for George Stark & Sons, Ltd. at North Woodside. § 
rd., Cowcaddens. Architects, James Taylor Thom. 
son, MacCrae & Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st 
Glasgow. Xs 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for additions 
and alterations to be carried out at Dumbarton-rd 
for Boots Chemists (Northern), Ltd., by their own 
architectural staff, Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd. ff 
Station-rd., Nottingham. : 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for new building to be erected 
at Govan for J. R. Strang & Co., 1292, Paisley-rd, 
West, Glasgow. ca: 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for scheme 
of conversion and additions to be erected by Keir 
& Cawder Estates, Ltd., at Balmuilday-rd., Bishop- 
briggs. Architect, John Fraser (F), Estate Offices, 
Bishopbriggs, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Wylie & | 
Lochhead, Ltd., Buchanan-st., for additions at 117 to 
127, Berkeley-st., Charing Cross. Architects, Wylie, 
Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 12, Claremont-gdns., 
Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for scheme 
of demolition and erection of’ new buildings for the 
Household Supply Co., Ltd., at London-rd., Bridge- 
ton. Architect, George Watt, 146, Mostyn-rd., 
London, SW19. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for additions 
to the Grove Picture House at New City-rd., St. 
George’s Cross. Architect, Lennox D, Paterson (A), 
147, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for Potter 
Cowan, Ltd., Bridgeton, for additions at French-t. 


Architect, William Ward (F), 124, Holland-st., 
Glasgow. 
Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for William 





D. Anderson, Ltd., Walker-st., Edinburgh, for altera- 
tions and additions at Woodside-pl., Woodlands-rd 
Architect, Baron Bercott (F), 118, Blythswood-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for altera- 
tions for Tyers (Scotland), Ltd., 12, Gayfield-sq., 
Edinburgh, at 223, Macauslin-st., Bridgeton. Archi- 
tect, Andrew W. Williamson (F), 11, Glandevon- 
gdns., Edinburgh. 





Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Brysdale 
& Co., Ltd., Bon Accord Works, Scotstoun, for 
extensions to their factory at Bulldale-st. Architects, | 
John Keppie & Henderson & J. L. Gleave (F&A), ; 
21, Woodside-pl., Charing Cross, Glasgow. i 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects | 
have been approved for new buildings at Clarkston- : 
rd. and Muirend-ave., Cathcart, for James Arrol, § 
Ltd., 121, West George-st., Glasgow. é 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for new | 
parish church for the Church of Scotland, George- 
st., Edinburgh, to be erected at Kinfaunds-dr 
Architects Honeyman, Jack & Robertson (F&A), 195, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—-Plans have been approved for new 
offices for Beardmore & Co., Ltd., at East Hillington 
st., these being by their own architectural depatl- 
ment, Parkhead Ironworks, Sprinkell-rd., Parkhead, 9 
Glasgow. : 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for William i 
Briggs & Sons, Ltd., Partick, for extensions @ | 
Dumbarton-rd. Architects, George Boswell, Mitchell ‘6 
& Johnston (F&A), 256, West George-st., Blythswood- } 
sq., Glasgow. : A 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for additions J 
to be carried out at Kirklee-circus, Kirklee, for Hen! j 
Hapshaw, West Anderson & Co., Bath-st. Archie’, 
Frank Campbell, 239, Cumberland-rd., Muirhead, 
Lanarkshire. 

Harthill.—Plans are in hand for a scheme of housts 


to be erected at the Victoria-st. site. Architect © 
Beckford-st. 


a ec 





Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., 

Hamilton West. te 
Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for a f 

station to be erected at the Station-rd., Abingte) © 





Architects, Whyte & Barrie (F), 38, High-st., Lana 
heme of 


Z| 





Ross & Cromarty.—Plans are in hand for s¢ 
school building in Uia on the island of Lew. « Hoch 
A. Peter A. Leisk (F), Old Academy-biigs., 40 
st., Dingwall, Ross-shire. 
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Appointments open will be 


‘CON TRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. 
are advertised in this number. 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


Those with an asterisk 
The dates at the heads 


*tSouthampton CB.— 


Bassett Green school. Tenders by Decem- 


*+Gloucestershire CC.—Secondary 
Bourton-on-the-Water. ; j 


——— BC. —94 “dwellings, 
Tenders by alg 30 


Henlow Camp County 
County A, Bedford. 


Secondary Modern School, 
borne, Stringer, C, Trowbridge. — 


police houses at South Hylton, Pome AW aan Hetton 


County A, South-st.. 


“Hendon BC Five shops with as maisonettes and 
teders ay December = 
*tHants Cc c- Alterations 


County A, The ‘Castle, 


*East Grinstead UDC.— 
garages at various 
>-—Erection of Chyngton 
++ Wilts cc. ~~ habditions ‘and alterations Southbroom 


Secondary Modern School, 
Stringer, C, Trowbridge. 


*Mitcham BC.—Construction 
ae of garden wall at 341. 


. “Cardiff tog C.- —Erection. of i dwellings at four 





E and flats at Unton-by- 
architects | 
*Luton BC Extension to War Memorial. 


*New Sarum "Gi Cc. 


ad ho BC. —80 houses. at Weeds Wood estate 





& 


E&S, Council Offices. 


* 
wits. BC — lock- “up| garages at Beaconsfield- 


"BE &S, 6, Woodville terr. 


Public conveniences at 





Tulloch 
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FUTURE CON TRUCTION 


Full ‘nth of Public 





*Newmarket UDC.—Eight houses, Adastral- — 
P. D. Lees, architect, Council Offices. Dep. £2 
*Welwyn Garden City UDC.—Replacing of cannes 
to 83 houses. Housing Manager. 
DECEMBER 2. 
*Beckenham BC.—Library and conveniences, ad- 
joining Glebe-way, West Wickham. BE&S. Dep. £2. 
*Walsall CB.—New infant dept., at Hatherton-la. 
County Prim. Sch. BE&S. Council House. Dep. 


2 2 
DECEMBER 5. 

*Horsham UDC.—12_ houses, Needles Farm 
estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Tynemouth CB.—54 dwellings in the East End 
Architects, A. K. Tasker & Austin Child, FRIBA, 
25, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Dep. 
£4 4s. 

DECEMBER 6. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—New gymnasium at West- 
cliff High Sch. for Boys. Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st 
Dep. £2. 

DECEMBER 9. 

*+Birmingham City C.—-33 shops and 45 dwellings, 

Curdale-rd., Bartley Green. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE, 
*Leyton 8C.—Strongroom, Town Hall, and recon- 
struction dwarf wall round central library. BE&S 
*Lindsey CC.—Erection of an instalment of Sec. 
Mod. Sch. at Gainsborough (approx. value £150.000). 
Myles-White, Vallance & Westwick, Paradise House, 
Paradise-st.. Sheffield 1. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 21. 

*Amesbury RDC.—Chain link fencing and wire 
fencing at Newton Toney Borehole site. Lemon & 
Blizard, Larisdowne House, Castle-la., Southampton. 

*Finchley BC. —Provision and erection of chain 
link fencing at Brookland playing field. BE&S, 294/6, 
Regents Park-rd.. N.3. Dep. £2. 

*Middletca BC. —Supply and delivery of metal 
balustrades ‘for 68 houses and 36 flats at Hollin 
estate. Boro’ A. 

NO DATE. 

*Cardiff City C.—Reinstatement of school railings 

and gates. City S. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 7. 

*Smallburzgh RDC.—Area A water supply.—Con- 
tract 2: Sinking and lining of 33-in. dia. borehole at 
East Ruston, with test pumping and all ancillary 
works. Dey. £4 4s. Contract 3: Laying of approx. 
10,500 vds. 4-in. and 23,000 yds. 3-in. asbestos cement 
water mains. with valves, fittings and other ancillary 
work in northern parishes and construction of small 
booster station. Dep. £5 5s. W. Herbert Bateman & 








L..M.B.A. 


HANDBOOK 
1955 


A limited number of copies of the L.M.B.A. 
Hanidhook is stil! availahle. They cost 
7/6 net and may be obtained from the 


offices of ‘The Builder’’ or from the 











address below. 
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Ptnrs., Cons. Engrs., Halifax House, Bank Plain, 
Norwich. (Tenders by November 28.) 
NOVEMBER 9. 

*Durham CC.—dHeating and planing of carriage- 
way on trunk roads and county roads during year 
ending March 31, 1957. Cty. E&S. 

NOVEMBER 21. 

Coventry City C.—Separate tenders for (a) 16,000 
sq. yds. bituminous surfacing, (b) 8,000 yds. aspkalt 
surfacing of Coventry by-pass. City E. Dep. £5 
each contract. State which. 

North Riding of Yorkshire CC.—Supply and erec- 
tion of new superstructure, comprising four riveted 
steel spans of 52 ft. 4 in. with r.c. deck and inci- 
dental works, for Over Dinsdale bridge over river 
Tees, near Darlington. Cty. S. 

ey EMBER 24. 

Martley RDC. lin. yds. 9-in. dia. glazed 
stoneware pipe sewers, with concrete tube manholes, 
sewage disposal works, pumping station and _ inci- 
dental works at Broadheath. Willcox, Raikes & 
Marshall, Engrs., 33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. 
Dep. £5 5s. 





NOVEMBER 29. 

Bedale RDC. —1,800 lin. yds. 6-in. and 9-in. 
earthenware pipe sewers, with manholes, detritus, 
sedimentation and humus tanks, bacteria and sludge- 
drying ‘beds, pumptouse and other appurtenant 
works. John Dossor, MICE, Ccl’s. Cons. Engr., 
Monk Bar-chbrs., York. Dep. £5. 

DECEMBER 2. 

Gipping RDC.—8} miles 8/12-in. dia. spun-iron 
water mains ared 34 miles 3/7-in. dia. asbestos cement 
mains and all incidental works. Lemon & Blizard, 
Council’s Engrs., 59, Tufton-st., SW1l. Dep. £5 5s. 

DECEMBER 6. 

Norwich.—Second stage of new sewage disposal 
works at Whittingham comprising construction in 
r.c. of one detritor, two 90-ft. dia. sedimentation 
tanks, 12 115-ft. dia. filter beds, two 80-ft. dia. 
humus tanks, 10,000 sq. yds. sludge drying beds, dis- 
tributing channels and pipelines and various Cast- 
iron and salt-glazed ware pipelines, to be completed 
in 18 months commencing early in 1956. City E. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

NO DATE. 

*Guildford.—Construction of 6-in. sewer adjoining 
Somerswey, Shalford, together with one manhole 
approx. 5 ft. deep. D. R. Nokes, S, 18, Upper 
Brook-st., W1. 

Hertford RDC.—Site development works at Watton- 
at-Stone, comprising 650 yds. 6/12-in. dia. foul and 
surface water sewers, 2.000 yds. carriageway, 250 yds. 
3-in. water main, kerbing, manholes and ancillary 
works. C of C. Dep. £3. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Chelsea.—New WinG.—New wing is proposed to 
Cc rosby Hall, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea, which belongs to 
tte British Federation of University Women. The 
architects = Messrs. Carden and Godfrey, 120, 
Chancery-la., WC2. 

prs om Fiats.—lIt is planned to build 52 flats 
and 22 garages at Eagle-la. at a cost of more than 
£78,000. 

East Ham.—Scuoo..—Secondary modern school for 
girls to be erected at Roman-rd. M of E have sanc- 
tioned erection of the first half of the school at a 
cost of £107,300. 

Finsbury Park.—Cuurcu.—Plans have been 
approved for the rebuilding of St. Anne’s Church. 
The architect is Romilly Craze, FRIBA, 3, Bucking- 
ham Gate, Westminster, SW1. The est. cost is about 
£20,000. Work due to begin soon. 

Friern Barnet.—ScHooL.—lIt is proposed, subject to 
certain conditions, to erect a secondary modern 
school at Crescent-rd., N11, for Middlesex CC. 

Gravesend.—DEVELOPMENT.—BC are to buy 60 
acres of land at Singlewell to build 600 houses. 

Islington. following sites 
on which it should be possible to erect about 513 
dwellings have been included in MBC’s provisional 
housing programme for 1956: St. Matthew’s Church 
and 231-255, Essex- rd.; 29-30, Colebrooke-row; 17-19, 
Drayton Park; Douglas, Marquess and Clephane-rds. 
(first stage); Block A ’’ Naish-court; Oakley-cres.; 
Canonbury-court extension scheme; site of St. Philip’s 
Church, Linton-st.; vacant land in Kingsdown and 
Rickthorne-rds.; Rotherfield-court (Stage III); and 
temporary bungalow sites in Boothby, Giesbach and 
Grovedale-rds.; Marquess-rd.; Hanley-rd.; Fieldway- 
cres. and Melgund-rd.; Liverpool-rd.; Queen Mar- 
garet’s-gr., and Thorpedale- -rd. and Corbyn- st. 
~ The schemes are subject to Ministerial and other 
consents, and it may not be possible to commence 
building operations on all the sites during the year. 

Islington. REDEVELOPMENT. —MBC has approved 
proposals to redevelop sites at 17-39, Queen Mar- 
garet’s-gr.; 25-33, Fieldway-cres. and 16-22, Melgund- 
row. It is estimated that 16 dwellings can be 
erected on the Queen Margaret’s-gr. site and 24 on 
the others. Hsg. Com. ave recommended the 
appointment of E. C. P. Monson, ARIBA, 120, 
Moorgate-st., EC2. and O. E. Parratt, FRICS, Ade- 
laide House, London Bridge, EC4, as architects and 
quantity surveyors respectively for the scheme, and 
also for the erection of eight dwellings as an extension 
to Holly Park estate on the site of Park House, 
Holly Park, after its demolition. 

Islington.— a 
further 29 flats and maisonettes, forming the second 
stage of the Park View housing scheme. Collins-rd., 
be erected as soon as the Highbury New Park frontage 
is developed. 
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_ Islington.—Loan Sanction.—MH&LG loan  sanc- 
tion has been granted to MBC for the erection of 
8 flats at Gerrard-rd. 

Leyton.—DEVELOPMENT.—BE&S has reported that 
details are being prepared for six houses to be 
erected adjacent to the day nursery site in Crown- 
field-rd. TP approval has been given to negotiate a 
tender in respect of this scheme, and also two dwell- 
ings on the sites of 14 and 18, Crownfield-rd. 

Middlesex. — CHILDREN’S Homes. — County 
Children’s Com. recommend that the following 
schemes be approved as the annual building pro- 
gramme for children’s homes, remand homes and 
approved schools for 1956-57, for submission to the 
Home Office: Erection of new nursery at The Fair- 
way, Mill Hill, est. cost £40,000; additional accom- 
modation at Holtwhites Hill Nursery, Enfield, est. 
cost £3,100; erection of children’s home on site at 
Northolt Park Estate, Ealing, est. cost £5,000; and 
also on site at Northolt Park Estate, Harrow, est. 
cost £5,000 z 

Putney.—Fiats.—Ashburton Estate is to be ex- 
tended by building a three-storey block of 24 flats 
with a maternity and child welfare centre and a 
school treatment centre on the lower floors, and also 
a two-storey block of 12 flats. The cost will be about 
£113,480 

Southwark.—OFFices.—24-storey office block with 
two communicating warehouse buildings, each nine 
storeys high, and bank premises, is proposed for a 
site bounded by Southwark-st., Canvey-st., Zoar-st. 
and Great Guildford-st., SE1. Planning approval is 
being sought but the scheme is still in its initial 
stages. The architects are M. C. Hughes and Ptnrs., 
119, Victoria-st., SW1. 

Stanmore.—JuNIOR ScHooL.—Middlesex CC are 
recommended to approve the proposed erection of a 
two-form entry junior school for 320 pupils on land 
off Green-la., at an est. cost of £65,005. 

Stoke Newington.—Houses.—MH&LG consent has 
been given to the borrowing by Metropolitan Water 
Board of £23,789 for the erection of eight houses at 
Stoke Newington works. 

Woolwich.—F.Lats aND Houses.—Hsg. Com. have 
approved plans prepared by Searle and Searle, archi- 
tects, Amen House, Warwick-sq., EC4, for the re- 
development of No. 79, Shrewsbury-la. by the erec- 
tion of 18 dwellings in one three-storey blook of 12 
flats on the Shrewsbury-la. frontage, and a terrace 
of six two-storey houses at the rear of the site. BE 
is to obtain TP and MHLG approvals for these 
schemes, as well as for proposals for the erection 
of 28 houses, 84 maisonettes and 12 flats on land 
bounded by McLeod-rd., Federation-rd., Knee Hill 
and Crumpsall-st., an area of about 44 acres. 

Woolwich.—Free CuHuRCH.—Proposals by the 
Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches for 
the erection of a Free Church on a site at the junc- 
tion of Sandling-rise and Southold-rise, Eltham, have 
been given approval by MBC. 

Woolwich.—SitE AcQuisiTion.—Land at the junc- 
tion of Court-rd. and Middle Park-ave., Eltham, with 
an area of nearly three acres, is to, be acquired by 
MBC for housing purposes. The site is reported 
to be suitable for the construction of about 60 flats. 
Recommendations have also been made for the 
acquisition by of 14 acres of land on the south 
side of Middle Park-ave. for housing purposes. This 
site would accommodate about 36 small flats in two- 
storey construction. TP approval has already been 
granted to the building development of both sites. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC approved plans: Assembly hall at 
Belgarth-rd. for R. C. Parish, of St. Joseph: altera- 
tions to premises at Abbey-st. for Accrington and 
Church Co-operative Society, Ltd. 

Bakewell.—UDC to invite tenders from selected 
contrs. for seven bungalows on Burton Closes Estate. 
Further contracts to be negotiated with successful 
contractor. 

Belfast.—Housing Trust plans to build more houses 
at Holywood and site works are in progress. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Church hall for Canon F. 
Tymms; plans by T. Selby & Son,.93, High-st., Stockton- 
on-Tees.—L. H. Fewster & Ptnrs. (L), 22, Conduit- 
st., Wl. have prepared plans. on behalf of Ravenseft 
Properties, Ltd., London, for proposed shops at 
Queenswav and Town-sq.—S to prepare plans for 
three or four-storeyed flats on site adjoining Marsh 
House-ave. for UDC. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC to arrange with Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
erection of further 50 ‘‘ No Fines ’’ houses. 

Birkenhead.—Boultons (Bebington) Ltd., School- 
lane, Higher Bebington, propose private housing 
estate at Holm-lane. 

Blackpool.—Methodist Authorities propose new 
church at Beaufort-ave.;: Bispham. A: J. C. Prestwich 
& Sons (F), Bradshawgate Chrs., Leigh. 

Boldon (Durham).—Plans approved for layout of 
proposed housing estate at ‘‘ Redhill,’’ Front-st., 
Whitburn, for I. Berriman, Ltd., bldrs., and contrs., 
Fence Houses. 

Bolton.—TC approved plans for extensions to St. 
Osmund’s School, Long-la., for Trustees of Diocese 
of Salford. 

Brierley Hill.—Plans for new central development 
comprising new civic buildings, shopping centre and 
by-pass road and involving demolition of the whole of 
Pearson-st., most of Level-st. and 22 shops in High- 
st., have been approved by UDC. Initial cost est. 
£50,000. 

Brighton,—TC to convert ‘‘ Devonia,’’ London-rd., 
and link with Herons Court for old people’s home, 
£22,750 est., and to build old folks’ home on Craven 
Vale estate, £38,000 est. Plans by BE&S. 
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Bristol.—HC plan to increase number of houses at 
Hartcliffe estate from 2,800 to 4,000, and at Withy- 
wood estate from 2,000 to 3,000. 

Burnley.—BC proposes alterations to premises at 
18-20, Nicholas-st., for office accommodation, £18,225 
est.; will invite tenders for new hostel for aged per- 
sons at junction Harold-ave./IRossendale-rd. A: 
— Pickup & Halstead (L), 16, Manchester-rd., 
bury. 

Burton-on-Trent.—EC to invite tenders for new 
-— mod. sch. between Harehedge-la. and Rolleston- 
rd. 

Carlisle.—TC appointed Prof. W. B. Edwards (F), 
MTPI, 52, Eldon-place, Newcastle-on-Tyne, as con- 
sultant architect for erection of new civic buildings; 
approved plans: reconstruction of premises at Black- 
friars-st. for Binns, Ltd. : G. W. Danson, 54, 
Lowther-st., Carlisle; alterations and reconstruction ot 
showrooms at 52, Scotch-st., for W. Vasey & Sons: 
new gymnasium hall at Currock Villa Boys’ Club, 
Currock-rd., for National Assn. for Boys’ Clubs. A: 
S. Mann & Ptnrs. (F), 28, Lowther-st. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Conditional By-law 
and TP approval for 21 houses at Cromwell-rd. and 
3 pairs s.d. houses at Ninehams-rd. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith_ RDC _ proposes further houses 
at Chinley. 

Chorley.—C. of E. Authorities propose erection of 
new sec. mod. sch. 

Coventry.—HC propose erection of 13 dwellings 
and one garage at Hall’s Farm estate, Stoke Alder- 
moor. £22,000 est. 

Cumberland.—BBC to commence work on con- 
struction of radio and TV transmitting station at 
Barren Fell. ‘ 

Cumberland.—M of E has approved inclusion of 
following projects in EC’s 1956-7 building programme: 
Cleator Moor Cty. Sec. Sch., Maryport Solway 
House Sch., South-West Carlisle Cty. Sec. Sch., 
Whitehaven RC Prim. Sch. and Workington Salter- 
beck Cty. Sec. Sch. County A. 

Cumberland.—County Standing Joint Committee 
plans construction of another 18 police houses. 
County A. ; 

Darlington.—EC approved outline scheme for addi- 
tions to Polam Hall sch. Boro’ A. 

Datchet.—MoH & LG has granted permission for 
erection of 25 houses at Horton-rd. for Exors. of late 

Barker. 

Derbyshire.—EC to invite tenders for proposed 
Creswell sec. mod. sch. A: John Dudding & Ptnrs. 
(F), 30, Clarendon-st., Nottingham, and for Breas- 
ton sec. mod. sch. A: S. Morrison & Ptnrs., 103, 
Belper-rd., Derby. 

Dewsbury.—TC proposes new fire station at Scout 
Hill, Huddersfield-rd. 

Doncaster.—Plans are nearing completion for new 
shopping centre with 7 shops and a block of offices 
on the vacant Odeon site between Hallgate and 
Wood-st. 

Dudley.—TC to invite tenders for eight aged per- 
sons’ cottages at Laurel-rd. ; 

Durham.—Council of Durham Colleges is contem- 
plating erection of new men’s residential college for 
200 students. 
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Dukinfield.—TC appointed W. Dobson Chapman 
& Ptnrs. (L), Pear Tree Ho., Jordangate, Maccles- 
field, as architects for proposed housing scheme at 
‘Birch-la. 

Fleetwood.—TC to prepare plans and estimate for 
new Central Library at Poulton-rd.; approved plans 
by J. Rawlinson (L), 54, Adelaide-st., Fleetwood, for 
alterations to Masonic Hall at 32, The Esplanade. 

Gateshead.—Plans approved for Jewish College in 
Windermere-st. Arthur & Kirkup (L), 13, Swin- 
burne-st., Gateshead.—Trustees of Power Purchase 
to build 8 aged people’s homes. A: A. H. Fennell 
& Ptnrs., Bridge End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street. 

Gatwick.—F. R. S. Yorke (F) appointed architect 
for new airport in collaboration with Frederick § 
rg & Ptnrs., cons. engrs. Work to begin spring, 

Halesowen.—TC approved plans for extensions to 
factory at Victoria-rd., Blackheath, for Perfecta 
(Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Harlow.—Essex Cty. Planning Com. state work 
will shortly commence on building of ‘* Painted 
Lady’’ PH for Watney, Combe & Reid, and 





‘* Purple Emperor ’’ for Charrington’s. 

Hatfield.—MoH & LG has approved scheme for 
further 30 houses for RDC. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC approved outline plans for 
second instalment of proposed Hebburn Technical 
College for Durham CC, £195,000 est. Cty. A. 
UDC is in touch with Jarrow TC regarding scheme 
for extending Campbell Park-rd., Hebburn, to link | 
with Monkton Village, Jarrow. j 

Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC seeks Ministry approval | 
sa gma scheme for construction of public hall in 

airv-la. t 

Huddersfield.—EC seeks Ministry approval for new | 
Sec. mod, Sch. at Salendine Nook, £219,600 est. | 

Ilkeston.—Health Com, has approved in priniciple | 
sale of land at corner Corporation-rd./Trowell-ave. to 
Trentham Manufacturing Co. for factory. 

Ince in Makerfield.—UDC proposes negotiating 
contract with J. Gaffney & Son, Whelley, Wigan, 
for 16 bungalows and one pair of houses off Warring- 
ton-rd. and two blocks of flats on Cemetery-rd. site. 

Kendal.—TC approved plans for alterations to 
Castle Mills, Aynam-rd., for William Goodacre & 
Sons, Ltd., and for extensions at Sand Aire for Pro- 
vincial Insurance Co., Ltd. 

Leigh,—_TC approved plans for premises at Platt 
Croft, Butts Bridge, for the Leigh Barbell Club. R.C. 
Authorities propose new church. hall and school at 
‘Higher Fold. 

Liverpool.—Estate Com. agreed, subject to con- 
firmation by City C, to transfer three sites on Sefton 
Park periphery to Housing Com. for erection of 
multi-storey and aged persons’ flats and to offer to 
the Housing Com. jJand in Eaton-rd., West Derby, for 
housing purposes.—Plans approved for new premises 
for Great Universal Stores, facing entrance to 
Parker-st.—Libraries Com. .propose new public library 
at Central-ave., Speke.—EC propose tech. sch. at 
corner Queen’s-dr./Quarry-rd. and purchase of sites 
for Walton RC sec. mod. sch., St. Anne’s RC sch. 
and Woolton cty. prim. sch.—City C received consent 
from MH&LG to borrowing of £69,595 for erection 
of 32 four-storey maisonettes at Brownlow Hill and 
£100,840 for 21 houses, 48 two-storey flats and 24 
yarages at Mather-ave. 

Manchester.—TP approval for erection of: two 
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blocks of four houses, 12 s.-d. houses. one det. 
house and block of 14 garages at corner Joyce-st./ 
Ramsey-st., Moston.—Six prs. s.-d. houses, one det. 
house and eight lock-up garages at Yew Tree-rd. /Hill- 
st., Withington.—23 two-bedroom flats, one lock-up 
shop and 12 lock-up garages at Wythenshawe-rd., 
Northenden. 

Manchester.—HC propose 22 maisonettes in two 
three-storey blocks at MReather-st./Gaylor-st., 162 
houses and 45 cottage flats at Peel Hall-rd., Calve- 
croft-rd., Shone-ave., Bleak Hey-rd., Wilkes-ave.. 
and Ashurst-rd., Peel Hall, Wythenshawe.—Watch 
Com. propose 10 police houses at Clarendon-rd., 
Blenheim-ave., Palmerston-ave. and Churchill-ave., 
Whalley Range.—Welfare Services Com. propose 
erection of aged persons’ homes at Bank House-rd., 
Blackley, Benmore-rd.. Charlestown, and Robinswood- 


CEC 


rd., Wythenshawe (£203,128 est.). Finance Com. 
approved loans of £2,969,716 for new Manchester f 
‘Airport, £37,350 towards erection of factory at 


Wythenshawe estate, and £49,000 for housing fe 
development at Ridgway-st., Ancoats. 

Manchester.—Merriman & Howard, Ltd., propos¢ 
erection of two-storey storage block and_ covered 
loading bay at rear of 340, Deansgate, Manchester, 3 
A: Reynolds & Scott (F), 9, Albert-sq.—Cruickshank 
& Seward (F), 196, Deansgate, Manchester, are 
architects for conversion of cotton waste warehouse 
into paper and cardboard stores and converting work- 
shop at Dixie Mills, Paget-st., Collyhurst. for Robert 
S. Pemberton & Co., Ltd.—District Bank, Ltd. 
propose extensions to premises at 50-54, Mitchell-st.. 
Ancoats Plans by own staff. 

Merthyr Tydfil.—BC plans to demolish 245 houses 
between Elizabeth-st. and George-st., Dowlais, an¢ 
220 old houses in Caedraw area and to build 100 new 
dwellings on each site between 1957 and 1959. , 

Middlesbrough.—TC to start buikding of 100 nor 
houses at Pallister Park in about three month} 
Boro’ E.—Newcastle Regional Hospital Boers 
proved alterations and a new block at Mid yA 
brough Hospital and extensions and a new dept 
North Ormesby Hospital. A: P. H. Knighton (4), 
‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle. ‘in 

Middlesbrough.—EC decided to put out wor cc 
connection with proposed Middlebeck Cty. Sec., ect: 
and other smaller projects to private eae 4 
approved sketch plans for Prissick No. ! Cty. 
Sch. £155,000 est. 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Cussins (Conrs.), Ltd., The 
Drive, Gosforth, are contemplating construction of 
juxury hotel on mew road running parallel with 
Northumberland-st. Hotel may be eight ° storeys 
high, with 300 bedrooms. Scheme submitted to New- 
castle Corporation. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Site secured at Jesmond for 
new People’s Theatre. £50,000 est. No plans pre- 


ared. 
ag ae Shields.—Factory proposed in Bird-st. for 
Major Equipment, Ltd. A: 'L. G. Wood, 17, North- 
umberland-square, North Shields.—Extensions pro- 
posed to Neville Engineering Co’s. works in Water- 
villeerd. Plans approved: Factory for Fish Meal & 
Oil Co., Ltd. A: Tasker & Child (F), 25, New Bridge- 
st., Newcastle; commercial garage in Northumber- 
land-st. A: F. R., N. Haswell & Son (L), 77, Tyne-st., 
North Shields 

Northumberland.—Sir William Halcrow & Ptnrs., 
consg. engrs., Alliance House, Caxton-st., SWI to 
prepare plans for dam, draw-off tower and fish pass 
in connection with £5,000,000 bulk water supply 
scheme to be undertaken by Northumberland CC, 
Tynemouth TC, and Newcastle and Gateshead Water 
Co. Scheme involves constructién of impounding 
reservoir nr. Alwinton on River Coquet. 
Norwich.—Outline plans for long-term develop- 
ment of Norwich Union Insurance Societies’ offices 
vn an island site between Surrey-st., All Saints’ 
Green, Westlegate and St. Stephen’s have been’ pre- 
pared by Sir Thomas Bennett, CBE (F), Blooms- 
bury-sq., WC1. 

Oldham.—BC proposes 800 houses and new sec 
mod. sch. at Bardsley. 

Raunds (Northants).-UDC to prepare layout of 
20 houses and 6 bungalows at Marshall-rd. 
Salford.—EC acquisition of further lands adjacent 
to Salford Grammar School, Pendleton, for re- 
development in connection with new technical high 
school. 

Saltburn.—UDC to let contract for 60 houses and 
bungalows at Church-rd., Marske; plans by E and 
S 


Seaham.—North-Eastern Electricity Board, Dun- 
ning-st., Sunderland, propose garages, storerooms 
and workshops in Adelaide-rd. UDC approved pro- 
posals for reconstruction of Lord-st. subway to pro- 
vide an alternative route for motor traffic. 

Sedgefield (Durham).—RDC propose 30 houses and 
15 garages, at Sedgefield, 24 houses at Ferrvhill and 
ten houses each at Trimdon Colliery and Trimdon 
Village. Housing A. 

Sheffield.—Regional Hospital Board proposes new 
mental hospital at Ravenfield site; additional accom- 
modation at Glenfrith Hospital, Leicester: out- 
patients’ and casualty department at Ilkeston General 
Hospital; extensions to St. Helen’s Hospital, 
Barnsley; Whittington Hall Hospital, near Chester- 
field; St. Catherine’s Institution, Doncaster; General 
Hospital, Leicester: Nottingham General Hospital 
and City General Hospital, Sheffield. 

Standish.— UDC seeks loan of £29,350 for erection 
of 20 houses at Larkhill site. 

Stockton Heath (nr. Warrington).—Frank Berry, 
Stockton Heath, proposes erection of 60 s.-d. houses 
between Chester-rd. and Ackers-rd. Inquiry held. 

Sunderland.—R. Bartram & Sons, Ltd., ship- 
builders, had plans approved for extensions to their 
plating and welding shed and administrative blocks. 
_ Swindon.—M of E approved EC’s proposal to build 
infants’ school at Penhill, £58,764 est. 


Thornaby-on-Tees.—TC to acquire land on Man- 
field Farm estate for housing purposes.—Plans_pre- 
pared for 22 houses in Trent-ave for T. Rea, bldr., 
Acklam-ter., Thornaby.—Head Wrightson & Co., 
Ltd., to extend their steel foundry at Teesdale Iron- 
works and build canteen in Nile-st. 

Tynemouth.—Plans anproved for séc. tech. sch. 
G. H. Gray & Ptnrs. (F) Camden-st., North Shields. 


Tynemouth.—Proposed fire and ambulance depot 
for TC. QS, Falconar & Prentice, Northumberland- 
sq., North Shields. Boro’ E. 

Walsall.—_TC to prepare plans for construction of 
further flatted factory premises; received further 
allocation of 200 houses. 

Wednesbury.—TC approved plans: Extensions to 
Steel warehouse at Franchise-st. for Hampton & 
Beebee, Ltd.; extensions to factory at St. Paul’s-rd. 
for E. Elwell, Ltd.; new factory at Portway-rd. for 
Hallen Engineering Co., Ltd. 

Whitley Bay.—R. A. Gofton & Sons, Front-st., 
Monkseaton, to build houses in Brierdene-cres.— 
Castles, Ltd., bldrs., 105, Closefield-gr., Whitley Bay, 
Propose bungalows in Hastings-av.—H. Jewels. bidr., 
Whitley Bay, to erect houses at corner of Monk- 
seaton-drive and Claremont-rd. 

Wolverhampton.—BC Proposes new swimming bath 
at Sandv-la., Bushbury, £180,000 est. A: K. M. B. 
Cross (F), 46. New Bond-st.. W1 

Worcestershire.—M of E has agreed to a pro- 
—— of school building for 1956-57 as follows: 
bared Kings Cty. Prim., £47.400; Droitwich South- 
vest Cty. Jun.. £54,200; Hollvwood Cty. Prim. 
(completion). £38.000; Rubery Cty. Jun., £54.200; 
Pig RC Sec. Mod., £93,500; Kidderminster North 
ty. Sec. Mod., £149.850: Pershore Cty. Sec. Mod. 
(extensions), £16.500; Redditch Astwood Bank Cty. 


Ree. Mod.. £'03.150: Ruberv Waselev Hills Cty. 
See conversion). £41.000; Stourbridge West Cty. 
aoe Mod., £108.800: Stourport-on-Severn Cty. Sec. 
I oe (completion), £60.000. 
‘eserve | programme: Redditch, Webheath Cty. 
Prime. £52.80; Stourbridge. Wollaston Farm Ctv. 
Im., £54,200; Redditch RC Sec. Mod., £93,500; 


Wythall Cty. Sec, Mod. (completion), £35,000. 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes, recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Annan.—Civil engineering and building works at 
Chapelcross for Atomic Energy Commission: *Mitchell 
Construction Co., Ltd., Wharf-rd., Peterborough, 
£34 million (approx.). 

Ashbourne.—Erection of junior sch., for Derbyshire 
EC: *Wm. Walkerdine, Ltd., Bridge-st., Derby. 

Ayrshire.—49 houses at Pellside housing site, Kil- 
marnock. A: Neil Sutherland (F), Master of Works 
Offices, Municipal-bldgs. QS: T. G. Stewart, FRICS, 
Clydesdaie Bank-bldgs., Kilmarnock. *George 
Gilmour & Co., Ltd., 106, Titchfield-st., Kilmarnock. 
£73,204. 

Birmingham.—Extensions to premises at King’s 
Norton for Triplex Safety Glass Co., Ltd.: *W. J. 
a & Son, Ltd., 132, Lancaster-st., Birming- 

am, 


Birmingham.—Works for City C, July-September, 
1955:—S52 dwelling at Ladywood redevelopment area: 
*Morris & Jacombs, Ltd., £103,997; 3 shops and 3 
flats at The Green, King’s Norton: *H. M. Grant & 
Co., Ltd., £17,520; 5 shops and 7 flats at Jiggins-la., 
Bartley Green: *C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., £30,975, 

Blackburn.—4 shops and 8 flats at Shadsworth 
site and 2 blocks of three-storey flats at Philips-rd. 
site, for TC: *Gregory Construction Co., Ltd., 
Liverpool. 

Blackwell.—68 houses and 16 bungalows at Thickley 
Bank, Shirebrook, for RDC: *J. Searson, Ltd., 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, £129,591. 

Blaydéon (Durham).—New church of St. Barnabas. 

: J. W. Taylor & Son, St. James’s-bldgs., Gallow- 
gate, Newcastle-on-Tyne. *R. C. Williamson, Ltd., 
Rowlands Gill, Durham. 

Bolten.—New premises at Manchester-rd. industrial 
estate for Thomas & Evans, Ltd.: *Smith & Allcock, 
Ltd., 471, Chester-rd., Manchester. 

Brighton.—Factory for the Brighton Sheet Metal 


p ning Ltd., at Lower Bevendean Light Industrial 
Area. 

William Harbrow, Ltd. . £39,619 
Brighton Contractors, Ltd. 39,345 
F. T. Wilson & Sons, Ltd. .. é so =2e25 
A. A. Contractors, Ltd. ae bg .. 37,015 
Richard Cook & Sons (Crawley), Ltd. 36,397 
R. Corben & Son, Ltd. i #: os See 
McKellar & Westerman, Ltd. ‘<a ow sedis 
Rice & Son, Ltd. a Pe xe to Oe 
*James Miller & Partners, Ltd. 35,175 


Croydon.—20 flats, corner of Lower Addiscombe- 
rd./Morland-rd, BE: *Hawker-Smith, Ltd., 1, West- 
st., Erith. Kent, £40,481 (subject to approval of 
MoH & LG). 


Dagenham.—18 flats at Whitebarn-la., for BC:— 
Douglas Grant & Ptnrs. .. ss .. £33,657 
J. & J. Dean, Ltd... : 32,290 
*A. Garrod & Sons, Ltd. 32,050 


(Subject to Ministry approval.) 

Darlington..—New Haughton C. of E. Sec. Mod. 
Tech’ Sch. (600 places) for EC. Boro’ A. *Edgar 
Lawson, Ltd., Alliance Works, Albert Hill, Darling- 
ton. 

Darlineton.—Erection of County sec. Mod. Tech. 
Sch. at Haughton. Boro’ A, E. Tornbohm. Central- 
bldgs.: *Edgar Lawson, Ltd., Darlington, £162,959. 
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Edinburgh.—Two 10-storey blocks of flats (120 
dwellings) at West Pilton, for City C: *George 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 252,453. 130 houses 
of poured concrete construction at Gracemount: 
*George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £139,376. 

Falkirk.—Bungalows at Wilson-gdns. Council A: 
A. J. M. Currell (F), Master of Works Offices, 
Falkirk. *Direct Labour. 


Falkirk.—New baths, etc., at Bonnyside Site at 


Falkirk. A: Wilson & Wilson (F), 39, Vicar-st., 
Falkirk. J *Duncan Stewart & Co. (Bonnybridge), 
Ltd., New Housing Estate, Herbertshire Castle, 


Denny & Bonnybridge. 

Fifeshire.—174 three- and four-apartment houses. 
at Broom development site, Leven. AS he ee 
Rolland (F), 3, Scoonie-pl., and A. B. Haxton & 
Watson (F), Albion House, Shorehead, Leven. 
Excavations, brick, building, etc., works, *Frank 
Walker & Co., Ltd., Elgin-st., Kirkcaldy, £20,686. 
*Edwin Clark, Ltd., The Haughgate, Leven, £67,475. 

Glasgow.—Houses at Woster-rd. A: Alexander D. 
Holmes (F), 79, West Regent-st., Glasgow, WC2. 
*A. A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., 2275, London- 
td., Mount Vernon, Lanarkshire.—Houses at junc- 
tion Loggan/Callton-rds. *Norman M. Macfadzeam 


(F), 147, West Regent-st., Glasgow, WC2. *John 
Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., 137 West Regent-st.. 
Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Three-storey block of buildings at 99 to 
109, Northinch-st., for Millers Insulations, Ltd. <A: 
George Boswell, Mitchell & Johnstone (F&A), 256, 
West George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, WC2. 
*Robert W. Stewart & Co., Ltd., 286, Clyde-st., 
Clydeside, Glasgow, Cl. 

Hyde.—13 houses, 2 shops and 2 flats at Harbour 
Farm estate, for BC: *W. H. Matthews, Ltd., 25, 
Norris-rd., Sale. 

Kidderminster.—Six stops and flats at Combertom 
estate for BC. BE&S, J. G. Stewart, 
MIMunE, 110, Mill-st. Quantities by 
Frazier, Edgbaston. *C. I. Walker, Ltd., 
Castle-rd., Kidderminster, Worcs. £18,450. 
to approval of MoH & LG. 

Lanarkshire.—New nurses’ home for the Western: 
Rezional Hospital Board, 64, West George-st., 
Glasgow, at Bellshill Maternity Hospital. A: 
Gillespie, Kidd & Coia (F&A), Wellington-chbrs., 
Waterloo-st., Glasgow, WC2. *John S. Burns & 
Co., Ltd., 200, Quarry-st., Hamilton, Lanarkshire. 

Lanarkshire.—New bus station at Hamilton-rd., 
East Kilbride, for Scottish Motor Transport 
Co., Ltd., Transport House, Motherwell-Wishaw. 
*Kelvin Construction Co.. Ltd., Lochburn-rd., 
Possilpark, Glasgow, NC2. 

Liverpool.—Completion of first bay of nave and 
erection of second bay at Liverpool Cathedral: 
*Morrison & Sons, Ltd., Grange-terr., Liverpool. 

Liverpool.—Works, for City Council: 40 multi- 
storey flats at Mitylene-st., *Peak Construction Co., 
Ltd., 49, Hamilton-sq., Birkenhead, £108,797; 35 
garages at Norris Green estate, *Albert Bros., Ltd.. ° 
29, Tynwald-hill, Liverpool, 13, £6,582; 120 maison- 
ettes at Anthony-st., *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Ethyl’s Wharf, Ellesmere Port, £327,690; 116 dwell~ 
ings and 6 garages at Anthony-st., *Direct labour, 
£267,765; 444 dwellings and 58 garages at Lee Park, 
*Netherton Building & Construction Co., Ltd., 150, 
Sandy-rd., Seaforth, Liverpool, 21, £682,259 (revised 
tender); 444 dwellings and 148 garages at Lee Park 
(187 dwellings to be ‘‘ Nofines ’’ construction), *The 
Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevard, 
Speke, £726,853; day nursery at Shaw-st., *Hale & 
Williams, Ltd., 1, Heather-st., Liverpool, 4, £29,970. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended October 24:— 

Maintenance work: L. Whittaker & Co. (London), 


builders,. 
Subject 


Ltd., 45, St. Mary-rd., Ealing, W5; Asphalte 
Specialists, Ltd., Specialists House, St. Philips, 
Bristol, 2. Erection of timber towers: Wm. Harbrow, 
Ltd., 214, Rotherhithe New-rd., SEI16. Building 


work: Dickenson (Burslem), Ltd., Anna-st., Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent; Humphreys, Ltd., Knightsbridge, 


@London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for the week ended October 29:— 

Heating installation work: Alfred Grindrod & Co., 
Ltd., 122-126. Charles-st., Sheffield; Z. D. Berry & 
Sons, Ltd., 16 and 18, Regency-st., SW1. Building 
work: Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 17, Easton-st., High 
Wycombe. Bucks; McCormick & Davies, Ltd., 
Willaston Estate, Douglas, IOM; Brown & Jackson, 


Ltd., Elm-st., Fleetwood, Lancs; Walter G. Birch 
(Harrogate), Ltd., Montpellier House, Harrogate; 
Palmer Construction, Ltd., 23, Ramsgate, Louth, 


Lincs; Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., Yeading-la., Hayes, 
Middlesex; Stanley Stone (Chelsea), Ltd., Market-st.. 
Highbridge, Somerset. Artificers’ work: N. Harris 
& Son. Ltd., 150, Cheapside, EC2; Robert Skevington 
& Sons. Kevs-st.. Derby, W. T. Pickering & Sons, 
Ltd.. 19. Watford-heath. Watford. 

London (MoW).—Contracts placed for week 
ending October 22: Bedfordshire: College of Aero- 
nautics. Cranfield, extension to hangar No. 3. *C. 
Hutton & Co.. Ltd.. 9. Station-rd., Woburn Sands, 
Bucks. Berkshire: UKAEA Housing Site 11, Bang- 
hurst Common, Aldermaston, preparation and con- 
struction of roads, sewers. drains, pumping mains and 
paths, together with erection of 198 Traditional 
houses. *W. E. Chivers & Sons. Ltd., Devizes, Wilts. 
Buckinghamshire: POED Mill End-rd.. High 
Wvcombe. works to form garage and storage space, 
*P. W. Eldridge. 17. Abbey Barn-rd., High Wycombe. 
Cardiganshire: GWTW, RAE. Aberporth. supply and 
erection of extension to an existing special building 
and associated works, *Bristol Aeroplane Co., Ltd., 
Buildings Divn., Banwell, Weston-super-Mare, 
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Somerset. Hampshire: POED, Wimborne-rd., Moor- 
down. Bournemouth, adaptations. *Cooner & Rowe. 
83, Talbot-rd., Winton, Bournemouth, London: 
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THE BUILDER 


BPO, 39, Charing Cross-rd., WC2, alterations to 
form new youth club, etc., *W. E. Pearce & Son, 
Ltd., High-rd., Edgware, Middx. Nottinghamshire: 
HPO Workshop, alterations and adaptations, *A. 
Richmond & Son, Ltd., West-st., Retford. Warwick- 
shire: PO Eng. Depot, Chester-rd., Birmingham, 
erection of stores and welfare building, *David 
Charles, Ltd., 220, Cooksey-rd., Birmingham, 10. 
Worcestershire: Honeybourne Airfield, Worcester, 
external and internal decorations of hangars, *Baxter 
Bros. (1920), Ltd., 182, Sherlock-st., Birmingham, 5. 
Yorkshire: Balne-la., Wakefield, erection of 30 
houses and external works and services, *Harlow & 
Milner, Ltd., Warrenyard, Warrengate, Wakefield. 

London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed in 
week ended October 22:— 


Aberdeenshire: Building work, Clark & Chapman 
(Aberdeen), Ltd., Aberdeen. Berkshire: Painting, 
Decorative Painting Contractors, Ltd., Hounslow, 
Middx; flooring, Vigers Bros., Ltd., London, EC4. 
Derbyshire: Building work, Kirkland (Derby), Ltd.. 
Derby. Essex: Painting and decorating, Donald 


Humberstone & Co., Ltd., Louth; building work, 
A. D. Jackson & Son (Contractors), Ltd., Southend- 
on-Sea. Kent: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
Lydd; building work, G. Lewis & Sons (Dover), Ltd., 
Dover. Leicestershire: Painting, F. Labbett & Sons, 
Ltd., Nottingham. Shropshire: Miscellaneous, W. A. 
Costello, Sale. Wiltshire: Miscellaneous, E. W. 
Beard, Ltd., Swindon. Yorkshire: Re-roofing, T. 
McNulty & Co., Ltd., Willenhall. 

Manchester.—148 dwellings at Langley estate, for 
City C: *Direct labour, £203,029 (subject to approval 
of MoH & LG). 

Manchester.—Following for Regional Hospital 
Board: Erection of new operating theatre at Victoria 
Hospital, Blackpool, *J. & R. Fenton (Blackpool), 
Ltd., Caunce-st., Blackpool, £39,045; new chest clinic 
at Stepping Hill Hospital, Stockport, *J. Gerrard & 
Sons, Ltd., Swinton, mr. Manchester, £28,553; resi- 
dent medical staff accommodation at Sharoe Green 
Hospital. Fulwood, *John Turner & Sons (Preston), 
Ltd., William Henry-st., Preston, £19,185. 
Mansfield.—Extensions to machine shop at Union 
Foundry for Stokes Castings, Ltd.: *W. T. Kemp, 
White Hart-st., Mansfield. 

Middlesbrough. —43 houses at Pallister Park, for 
7c. Boro’ £: *A. R. ubitt, Eastbourne-rd., 
Middlesbrough, £56,627 (revised tender). 

Middlesbrough.—60 ‘‘ Unity ’’ houses at Pallister 
Park estate, for TC. Boro’ E: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd., 
Villiers-st., West Hartlepool, £88,800. 
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Northampton.—Phase 1 of alterations at 


Ltd., St. Leonards-rd., Northampton, £11,765. 


Nottingham. —Additional wing at Convent Nursing 
Canal. 


a. Woodthorpe: *John Cawley, Ltd., 151, 
Nottingham. 
peueeeth. —New shop premises in New George-s 
for Moon & Sons (Pianos), Ltd. A: A. J. Ardin (A), 
129, Mount-st. Wi. QS: Gleeds (Plymouth)! 
Pheenix-chbrs., Princess-sq.: *A. N. Coles (Contrs,), 
Ltd., Sutton-rd., Plymouth, £26,079. 


Port Talbot. —Block of offices, showroom and main 
Aberavon, for 


entrance gates, with siteworks, at 
Wales Gas Board (approximate value £39,500). 4 
T. Alwyn Lloyd & Gordon. : G. A. Downie: 


oo & Tompkins, Ltd., 109, Station- rd., Sidcup, 
ent. 
Rothwell.—34 houses at Wood-la., for UD¢c: 


*Harlow & Milner, Ltd., 33, Warrengate, Wakefield 
Runcorn.—Erection of 26 houses at Cobbs Quarry 
site, Appleton, for RDC: H. Kirkby, Sale, 
Cheshire, £42,039. 
St. Helens.—61 


T 
Heath, for CBC. = 


dwellings, Hayes-st. site, 
BE: M. Ward, MIMunE: 


Wimpey & Co., L 
Sheffield. —125 dwellings at ery Mr estate, 
for City C: tBailey & Martin, Ltd., 1,316. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—21 houses at Reovaeaed inl for 


RDC: *Smith & Twentyman, Kingsley-rd., Stockton. 
on-Tees. 

Sunderland.—New block of offices at clothing 
factory of Jackson, tailor: *Shield Bros., Back Park. 
terr., Swalwell, Gateshead. 


Sunderland.—New infants’ school (240 places) at 
Castle View, for EC. Boro’ A: *Tate & Holmes, 
Ltd., Benwell, Newcastle-on-Tyne (subject to con 
firmation by the TC and approval of the M of E). 

Swansea.—Central garage and workshops at Pipe 
House wharf, Upper Strand, for CBC (approximate 
value £68,500): *Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., 109, 
Station-rd., Sidcup, Kent. 

Tutbury.—46 houses at Church-rd. 
for RDC. E&s 


site, Stretton, 
&S: T. Frankland, AMIMunE, Council 


Offices, ‘‘ Kingsly,’’ 44, Rolleston-rd., Burton-on- 
Trent. Quantities by Gleeds (Derby): ¢ Lewis Bros. 
(Wednesfield), Ltd., Wednesfield. 


Wexford CC.—Prestressed concrete bridge across 
(River Slaney at Wexford. J. L. O’Connell, cons 
engr., South Mall, Cork: *Roe Quarry Co., Ltd., 
Dublin, in association with MHollandsche Beton 
Maatschappyk, £375,197. 

Widnes.—Extensions to telephone yee 
Brynn-st., for MOW: *J. Perkins & Son, Ltd., Whi 
House, Whitby-rd., Ellesmere Port. 

Woolwich.—11 flats at Nightingale-pl.. 
*Direct labour, £15,583. 

Worksop.—Erection of new school at Kilton Hil 
estate, for CC: *J. E. Smith (Worksop), Ltd, 
Kilton-rd., Worksop, £54,719. 


for MBC 
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